
ON THE IDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR.

ralculus, and the stono is passed in fragments. At some futuro time, by the
Sid of the litholyte, chemical force Vill be set up at the surface of the cal-
culus, and it will be passei i solution, or as an impalpable precipitate.-
JId Taunes and Ga.euie, January 1, 1tf3, p. 21.

REMEDY FOR THE STIN.GS 0, DEs.

JBy J. Gunprcht.
The stung place is te be rubbed with the freshly-pressed juico of the

honey-suckle. (Lonicera caprifolium.)
The expressed juice may be kept in closely-stoppered bottles for this pur-

pose.-Dyglert Polyt. Journal, CXXVI. p. 80.
A common Canadiani remedy for the stings of bees is the blue bagused by

the washer-wvonicn. The blue bag is a piece of flannel containing mnoistenct
indigo, aind if applied te ic evound haq a surprising effect in relieving the
pain. I once saw a child that lid been fearfullv stung, and was in& a dread-
ful state of irritation; upon the application of the blue bag by a neighbour,
the pain immediately subsided and the child iwent to sleep.-E. U. C. J.

On TE INUlCTION OF PREMATDRE LADoUIC, DY TrP. METHOD OP PROVEssOn
KnnwscU, os' wURZBuRo.

B3y Dr. W. Tyfer Smth.
[Ilitherto the main agents in exciting the gravid uterus te e:pel its contents
have been-theadminmstration of ergot, dilitatation of the os uteri by sponge-
tents, the separation of the membranes from around the os and cerviy uteri,
or puncturing the membranes by some convenent instrument. The ergot is
uncertain in its operation, antd flic use of sponge-tents is not odly nicertain
in its -,ffects, but in somte cases the application is difficult if not
imopossible. The sanie remarks apply nso Io the separation of the
membranes].

The operation of puncturing the membranes is far more effective than
ether of the preceding methods. It almost invariably brings on labour
within a few days of its performance. But cases of deformity are met with,
and these are cases requiring most inpariatively the induction of premature
labour, in which the niost experienced practitioners are unable to enter the
nterus. In cases requiring the induction of prenature labour, in the early
eaOnths, before tue developement ofthe cervix uteri, the attempt to puncture

the membranes mrust always bo a serions undertakling. Nunerous instances
ire on record, in which serions results have occurred from the attempt to
evacuate the liquor amnii. Two or thrce years ago a patient died after the
performance of this operation, mu wliom, upon a post-morten examination,
the internal iliac was foc-d to have been punctured. Dr. Radford has

elateti a case, in which the Cesanran operation ras performed successfully,
bit the voman becoming pregnaut again, au operation fer indacing pre-

ature labour was performedi with a fatal result. The difficulty of reaching
the osuteri, in cases of g-eat pelvic deformity, was referred te the discus-
i0n at th Medico-Clururgical Society last year, as a justification of the

ssarian~ operation; antd the possible and known dangers of the procceding
Irere among the grounds of oppoeition te this great obstetric advance,
put forward un the most recent discussions of the Frencha Academy.

But the operation of puncturing the membranes, even when it can b
Performed readily, bas its disadvantages. This is partieularly the case vhen
tli- operation is performed in the cighth or ninth month, with a view te save
liechild. The evacuation of liquer is always an unfavourable commence-
Ieat of labour, particularly in cases of distortion, when turning may have to
t perfonnei, and whbei the child is subject te loug-continued pressure


