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found the p.ervant a slave, a~nd broke his chains. Lt found the poor, the
mass of mankind, trampled under foot, and it taught them to stand erect,
by addressingr whatever is divine in their degraded nturo. It found wo-
man, one half of the species, in the dust, and it extended its protecting
armn to her iveakness, and raised, and placed lier by the side of man.
Sickly infancy and inflrm old age were cast out Io perish -it passed by,
and bade thcrn live, preparingr for eacli a home, and becoming the tender
nurse of both.

Yes, Christianity fournd the heathen world without a single house or'
rnercy. Senrch the Byzantine Chronicles, and the pages of Pubius Vic-
tor; and thou-gh the one describes ail the public edifices of ancient Con-
stantinople, and the other of ancient Rornc, not a word is te be found in
either of a charitable institution. Scarcli the ancient marbles in your
niuseurns ; descend and ransacli the graves of Herculaneum and Ponipeii,
and question the many travellers vvho have visited the ruined Cities of
Greeco and à1torne, and see, il arnid ail the splendid remains of statues
anid amphitheatras, battis and granaries, temples, aqueducts and palaces,
mnausoleumns, columais, and triuînphal arches, a single fragment or in-
scription cani be found de elling us that it belonged to a refuge for human
want, or for the alleviation of hurnan n-iscry." The first voluntary and
publie collection cver h-nown to have been made in the heathen world for
a charitable objeet, was made by the churches of Macedonia for the poor
saints in Jerusalern. The first individual k-nown to have built a hospital
for the pour, ivas a Christian vridow. S1cearcli the lexicons for interpreting
tihe ancient Grreek authors, and you vvili, not find even the naines whiclî
divine Christianity ivanted by ivhich to designate ber houses oz' chariy-
she had te in-;ent them. Language haà never been called on to embody
such conceptions of merey. Ail the asylums of the earth belong te ber.

And,ý be it remnembcred that Christianity lias accomplished much of
this under circumstances the most unfriendly to success. As yet it bas
had but a very limited influence even in whnt are denonated Christian
countries. But yet, while bleeding herselfant a thousand pores, she has
saved ivhole tribes froin exterminntion, and comparatively stauncbed the
flowof human blood. Tbough a prisoner berself, and walking in chains,
ahe bas yet gene throurth the nations proclniming liberty to the captive,
atnd the opening of the prison te themn that are bound. Even when Popery
hiad converted ber creed into a libel on lier name, it yet contained truths
whicli eclipsed the ivisdom of Grecce, and -'hich. consigned the mythology
of Rome te fthe amusement and riducule of childhood. Evcn there, where
her character was most misunderstood, se high bind slie raised the standard
of morals, that Socrates, the boast of Greece, %vould bave been deemed ima-
pure; and WYitus, the darling of Rome and of mankind, would have been
denounced a monster of eruelty. When disflgfured to a derre iphie.h
would have made it difficult for ber great apostle te have recognised ber
-yet, like him, she r.cet about -,,as poor, yet mnking many rich ; a
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