
1On Deacons.

prcached, anti that 'Phi '1 ip, aýno!hor deacon, preached ami! baptized. Thlese
qnotations do nuL, howce'er, provo tho point, because they do net state thai
Ilhese men preached and baptized bccauge they wcre dencons. Wlîen the
Aposties proposed to appoint deacons, it ivas that they should -serve
tables."ý Thcrc is not a word said about assisting them, to preach and bap-
tize. When, these men preached and baptiied, tbey officiàted hlot as
deacons.but as persons qualified by the Holy i3hqst. TÈheir being full of
the Hloly Ghost was one of the qualifications necessàry te theïr being
eI.ected, and every one knows that, being full of the Holy Ghost ineans
being inspIreâ to publish and defend the Gospel and to confirin itby mira-
çles ; rand there can be little doubt, that iL 'vas because of their errilence
in these that they were chosen deacons. Wlîen PhiIip went té Sarnaria
and preached, and subsequently baptîzed the Étliiopiýan eunuch, ho dia
noqt go on a rnissionary excursion as a deacon of the churc in Ja Jeusgleïù.
Ile was forced to, fiee, te; avoid the furious persecution raised by Sauù! after
thedeath of Stephen. Whcrever lie werît lie preached'the gospel, but
.pot because lie was a deacon but because hie was filf*ed with thé Uoly Ghost.

When Paul details the qualifications of a bishop or postor (1 Tirai. & 2
he -mentions timong others, "lapt to teac 'h ;" but when, immediateIy after,
ho enumerates the qualifications of a deacon, there is not a word about
teaching; fremin hichmray be inferred that teachingy wasnoË~art ôf a
deacoa's duty,

What deacons afier the <laya of the Aposties became, is ao part of the
c4j.ect of this. paper.toenqu ire. #~hen the office hIas been escertaiiied
from, Seripture, ail has been ascertained th'at is Worth caring for. Thfe
Christian churcli now, lias the same rule to walk- by, thai the churches
liadI fier the death of tho Apo'stes, ond' is as 'capable of ûzidertànding
it aýs tiey were.

Thernan.ner in ivhich the deacons wercebosen cornes nettobe noticed.
.The Apqsties having called the. multitude of the disciples to them, said,
-«brqren looIk eut frora am.ong you seven mon." "-Ite ehoice ivaà to b

madle by "the multitude of the disciples." This wvas cer*tàinly popular
election, and as it. was done by order of ,thp Apostles it is as certainly 1 i
be.taien as the rule in cheosing office bearers.

But wýlsile the riglit of electing.thern pas given te the peepîle, the powter
of instnlling thein belonged to the Apostles-f when ive mfay appointo over
this business.", The powerof dzoosîng anà the power of ppppinting;were,,
tiien. in différent honds;ý and it is plaili that, the.Mc o ésse.fth
power of appeintIng was supçrJor te. that wbichkraode the choice. ldt; as
£l3e"nIy other oqfficeoia theÇChristian chur.eh Ïsk thýob fdrhp h
power of appoùntihý,- must tlherefbre bo in it.

The rigitgiven ýte the "«multiiu.de.of the disciples', te choosýe the4r oWa
deacons, is-usually, qgoted as autherity for churci.eseto choose tfieir oWa
pastors. 1t la granted tiuat the passage refers te dencons aafl. not to pas-

vr;and fariter,, iliot there la no case reordedl la which the idiscipes'


