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service of God. Thouglits of the Christian ininistry were
e.arly cherished, but at wvhat precise date his purpose to pre-
pare for it was delinitely formed& we have uot, learnied.

He attteiided the High Sehool at Clinton, then-as for
Inany years-so ably conducted by Mr. Turnbuil. At this
school, where so many wvho have entered the ministry of our
church have been prepared for the University, hie had
arnongst bis class-miates the 11ev. D. M. Riamsa,,y, M.A., B.D.,
of Mount Forest, the 11ev. J. A. Turnbuil, LL. B., West
Chiurcli, Torouto, and the 11ev. W. G. flanna, M. A., of
Uxbridge. These ail testify to the remarkable ability wvhich
he manifested, in every subject of study, and to the rnodesty
and self-forgetfulness which characterized him then, as at
every subsequent stage of his life. There could be no dotibt
that his capacity was exceedingly great, and- as littie doiubt
that bis diligence was sustained by uncomnmoni strength of
parpose.

In 1.876 lie matriculated iu the University of Toronto.
Thougli younger than înost matriculants lie was proficient
in classios, in miatbeiatics and ln modern languages. fus
knowledge in these departmients wvas mucli advaniced during
bis four years in Arts ; but he chose the Honor Course in
Phulosophy as bis special hune of study. That this course
had great attractions for him. was due both to bis intellectual
characteristics and to its close relations to ethical arîd. re-
ligious truth. The circumistance that the Chair of Phil-
osophy wvas filled by sucb a teacher as the ate 1Professor
Ge£.orge Paxton Young lent, we need hiardly say, additional
interest to this brCaucb of study.

Iii mental studies Mr. Thomson delighted, and he
attaiued unusual proficiency in them. He read mnuch and
reflected mucli. IJn the miost earuest wa le grappled with
the great problemns touchiug the sources, limits and certaility
of humnan knowledge. Ethical questionis stilli tnore, perbaps,
engaged bis thinhing. Hie deeply pcii.dereàd the grrounds of
moral obligation, the criteria of righlt and v;.on)g and the
doctrines of freedoi and necessity. Even at so eatrly an age
bis thinking was comprehiensive 'aud1i mature, as wefl as acute;
and lais eninent teaelipir often referred to his reniarliable
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