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ErFECTS OF TRE SUSPLSSION 0F 111E NAVIOA1'IUNl
.'LAWS.

In Our hast nuimber WC alîuleîl ta tlic approacling downfall of the
Blritish Navigation Laws, whicli îe uîredicteul as certain, but nt tire
saine tiia iv glancedl at various circtimsîaiices tviichi nmiglît lpra-
bably retard flie final catastrophe. A careful perîîaiaftfile procecul-
iags ai tie Britishi Hanse ai parliament lias strengthenel the doubis
Nve Nvere ati lirçl ;rirlineil ta entertain, as ta tlie rcsiîh ai the agitation
for thîcir retient duriîîg tlie proscrnt session. Tie mn-iuisry, it. is cvi-
dent, are at the preseîit moment very reinîctant to enter on any ques-
tion wvhicli inay have a tendcîîcy ta disturh, the uncxamphcd liarmony
whaich ex:ists in fle <eênate, andt whicb <licir appone.nts arc liedgedl
nat ta disturb, until tliosu gîcat ani bcahiîîg mensures ai which bath
parties aie nu'arly agrecit, ainditvhich thc coinditionî ai freland rendors
initeratfi vly nec es-<ary, are dispaseul ai. Tînese measiires%%,ilI ocdupy
nearly- exclîisivply rite attention of Parliament, probably for somte
inontiî. Aitler ihîcir adoption-antI cansequen' tbereon-tlie finan-
oint candition oi tie cauntry wvili require a careful investigation, anid
occupy a considera-.ble period ai tiaune. 'lle ather important mneasmîres
irecommendeil in flie Queein's speech at tlie opening af fhle Session,
tog-etîer w~ith ilhu' projerteil altarations in tlie Liglibln Poor Laws,
flie iumcroiîs riiwiay anîd allier lurivate bllIs, azaiiu, %viil probably
ceate considerabie discusqsir, ad lill t)p filue tinie fort<le rcmaîndcr ai
the Session. îvhich it iç unaiers;tooil is intcnîlad tu Le made ab short as
rible, Parliament bcisng expected ta Le dissolvcd ln <lic manth oi

Fromt a coniduratioîî ai tiese circumstances, iv'e are miat inclîncîl
ta expect tlint fhic montion forai Select Cominitee ai the Iianise ai
Comîns, on tile subject oi filic British Naviga tiun Law.s, iviil Le
attencteil with aiîy positive or ileciilC(Ily favorable resit on tlie lire-
sent ocas;ion 'file very fart oi these law-; bcing snspendcît foi tile
time ivili furnisln urn arguiment for tîne prolcfaonis'.s, wh vli ih cite-
witlî saine semblanc* ai justice-limaI suîspenision a-s a1ifrd1iig a fair
mnens ai jud'.-ng ai <lîir affects, anl <ilien argue flic propricty ai
de1aying the ?an-ý sr'tilement ai <lie question until f hase c:ffccts slil
Lie clear' ascerfaineil.

Thiat ti e îninistr' ]lave no intention ai jrraposing as a gaveroment
inleasure, diiriiag thiq sesslnln, the llOIinolicatioi-far Ars tt qitl ai
flie Britisli Navigation Lntvs-does iiot admît tia doiibt, sajic Lord
John Rtussell, an tire 22d Jaîîuary, malie <lais btatemneat:

" Ve fru)m the, irsî m.iil tuatil~ wmns mot oi.i~ ntention to cause aniy die-
titnacc or -titcmanon in the Corn Duis or Nnvipiinon i.waller rite
Period Ia whicli 1 propasecl the Bills ýliutd t>.end. An>' oilier objects
are flot in Ouir View ii] hasqili' cillicr fihcsc Bill. ilaan iiercl> a1 ieip-
rarjr tîcratiaini uic laws; riint every Aile wilt kanvi -.i îlle end ci ilo
tenaporary înocraiioa, tluai no fîrticr disîîirbtancc nvilt îrake place."

l voîuhu have eitvcn mis ir.ucli îleasîire tai have been aLle ta ex-
luess a more çanguine hýnîîe ai early succes., in tlic object îvhich ive,
amnd binose wvho iliiiik wvilh uis, have in view-thc rcinovnl ofi <hase
restrictions wvhirli prcs an aur commerce- but as, forewvarned 1s,
<bey Say, forearme d, wc- deem it aur cluty ta caution aur reandors;
Igainst foa great confidence ; and Ibis ivc du nsvilla tire lope that thcy
inay tendl tir'ir assistance ihi bringing thp subject prumiiîcuatly betare
the Provincial Pnrliamacnt at its lie. s'utting.

WVe are inclined tu believe ilint the discussion dnsrting tlle past
year by thic press, of ftle conscqucnccs of Ilie recent c n i the
commercial policy of Great J3ritain, lias nut beets alo et lun-
hleedeil hy Ont reptcsentafîves, ýMn ive are therefore encourageal Io
hope that Mdien ilheit nextassemble. commercial subjects îvifl occu )y
a share of their atention. As, forttunately for thle coîîntry, tlie
question of Free Traite ini the Province, conseqîîent on thic removal
of protection by thic parent State, lias gencrally speakîing been ad-
vocated without anv refèrence ta party feeling-, or Lias toi cither side
in ljolitits, WC c d y huile tîsat itl rLeti,.s.inbsd iii the I1,jiise in
a like Spirit of iînpartiality. lndccd, thc financial condition of file

cuty is %o closely interwoVen sxith its roniercial puston, as tr>
redr it impossible tai separate flic one from tlic other. 'Unies,

tiiose public %vorks, constrîîctedl at sîîch an enormous expense ta the
Province, can be made sîibservient tu revenluc purposes, Our situa-
lion must Le aittedl ta be most critical. This fict cannot but force
itselt' on our le,-s!Iators, and therefoie we l,elievu tliat they vlt bc
disposed lu wveigli carefully any irneastires whicli may be proposed
ta malze tiiose public works mare productive.

Now let lis examine the position iii whicli we arc placcd by flic
recent susliension hy Great Britain af the Coni and Navigation

L;ws Ve ail remcbbr fint darin a part af last ycar tire rates
ai freit-lht vic (lie St. Lawvrence were so higli as ta give a Jecided
advantage ta Ncwv Yorl, over Qîîebec and Montreat as shipoiîîg
ports for I3ritaiîî, and fliat liait il not Leen for the protection afforded
tîy file Con, and the restriction imposent Ly tlic Navigation, Laws,
a v'ery .oýnsiderable portion afifthe Canada jîradîce ivoîuld have heen
shlaiîerl tlirough foreign canais and ports, irîstead af taraughi aur
Civilatrs 'This year ail obstacles re reînovedl, andi theve à-,
strong tenson ta apprehend thtat mîîch Uppcr Canadfa produce mav
Le divertedl ta New Yark, where there is a probability af clîuapér
frcighits bo Britain, besides a much more expeditiais voyagze lhian
from Moantrent or Quebcc. W'e on thant we caiioit look at tins
probable diversion of Western produce from tile St. Lawvrence vritlî-
oint tbe most serious concern, but ive sec no otlier rcmeùly than that
of the coiaplete removal af ail those legal restrictionîs xvhich prevent
ûur employing forcign vessels in the transport af <iroduce ta aur
shipping ports. If those restrictions %ve rcmoved, WC belleve uliat
fle increascd competition %vould redaîcv freights dawnlwards ta aur
shlippin,, pot so mxnct below flic rates via 2Canal ta Newv York, asq
ta ezuabe ls tai compote xvith aur neighbours, nottwithstanding thc
inevitably biiglier coist af transmission ta Europe fram aur ports than
from thecirs. To .hi% remoyal af restrictions thorn atone cari we look
for tire saivation of aur commerce, nui on aur Legislatiire muîst ive
rely ta obtain frort file ]3ritish Gavernment aur complote emanci-
pation.

IVe have on more than anc occasion alluded tuaflic injury ta aur
commerce arising f romn the delay in calling together our Parliament;
and file suhject nov unier aur exanjination atffordls a striang illus-
tration afi trull oft aiout remarks. liait aur Min.-stry donc tlieir
dutty, thîey ivoild hlave laid befare aur reprcscnitatives, ait ie eariiest
dat"ý possible, those acts plasseul (luin,& last session of the Importi
Parliinent wvhich aflect sa vitally aur agracultaîral and commercial
interests, andl wilui so ciidently cati for imnnedate corrcspondingm
la'gislalion liera. Parliament hein- tlnîs assem bledl, tire suIîj,-cts af
tflie Itritisli Navigation Laws and the Free Navigation of the St.
Lawi-rence m1iist have passent under their w.n iew, arnd WC imagine
littlg- duilt can exist flint a stiong representatimi %%outl have Leen
valt] la the Brtitihn1 Goveromentoforflic repieat ai the oie, and the

lîclei <n <tren glîca flie lianuls of filai party wlîo arc noiw labourung
in tl,, 13r.1içli Senate for commercial tree<liom, and flint motion for a
Select Caumiîtee ar the I-l11ors aiCommons on flic -Navigatioii
Lawýý, whicl in the commencement af inîs article ive oltcd ta as
inçcribed An the jiurnals, andl wvlich it as ta bc fearéd ivwi le nega-
ti.vied ivoultt inobt probably have been grantell. Scd Diis ahler
is':n: ive have i110w the prospect before lis, for tnis ycir at toast,
o<s uff'ringall tile evils resuiting from restrictions onaontrcommerce,
nt tueP çame fimie thaï, ail tlic protection, Il;thcrio rcp)rebsitul as tlîcîr
eqîiivalent, is wvithndraivn. If raliier s.uci disadvantagcs aur com-
merce shouuld iottnately survive anuit flonnrislî, at ns inanitest it 'vitt
néither be tlireut ic theaternial care ai the Brtish Government, nor
yem from 'lue wisdom or aur awnri; but awving tu our natural advan-
tager, ana the splirit and energy of aur popltnion.
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