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sonally called to missionary labor and make definite preparation for
it, that if permitted a share in this holy enterprise they may be the
better fitted? Shall it not become a holy ambition to all who have
health and youth to court the Master’s approval and -tread in His
steps, in seeking to save a lost world ? and shall not Christian parents
encourage their enthusiasm, fecling that they have nothing too pre-
cious for their Lord who gave himself for,them?

There is no impossibility in our Master’s command. Were the
Government of England to determine on the conquest of a distant
land, they would think it a small matter to land 10,000 troops in any
part of the world’s circumference; and the Church of God to-day
could easily, within the next five years, effect the evangelization of
every one of China’s millions. No very great effort was needed in
America to secure the signature of over 3,000 college students to a
pledge that if God opened the way they would devote themselves to
missionary enterprise. Were the enthusiasm and devotion of all our
churches aroused, and not merely that of a few individuals, more
than that number of ecffective workers might easily be found on each
side of the Atlantic for China alone. But no such numbers are needed
in order that every man, woman, and child in China should hear the
gospel once, at least. If, in addition to the workers now in the field,
one thousand whole-hearted evangelists, male and female, were set
free and kept free for this special work, they might reach the whole
number of China’s millions before the ead of the year 1895, and this
allowing two years of the five for study of the language and prepara-
tion for the work., Estimating the pepulation of China as we do at
250,000,000, there will be about 50,000,000 of families; if fifty fami-
Iies were reached daily for one thousand days by each of the one
thousand cvangelists, every creature in China could be reached in
three years’ time, leaving the evangelists two or three Sundays for
rest each month.  If it be said that unexpected hindrances would be
sure 1o arise, it should be noted that this calculation takes no account
of the help to be given by the one thousand missionary workers now
in China, mainly devoted to pastoral work, to shepherding and feed-
ing the converts; and it takes no account of the help to be given by
native Christians, which would, of course, be immense and invalua-
ble. Shall 2 werk which one thousand workers might accomplish in
three years of steady work, after two years of preparation, be thought
of as chimericai, and beyond the resources of the Christian Church ?

But is it reasonable to suppose that a missionary evangelist could
reach on an average fifty families a day, and this all over China? In
reply we may draw attention to the fact that a large proportion of the
Chinese live in courts or quadrangles containing from four to ten
families cach; were five the average, then to take the gospel to ten
such courts wounld accomplish the necessary task. And this would



