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selected in order to be, as far as possible, rcmoved from, the baneful influ-
ence cf the white settiements. What a sad commentary is that on Cau-
casian civilization!1 The expenses cf this mission have litherto been borne
almost altogether by the Prcsbyterians of Australia, witlî some assistance
fromn the Lutherans sent direct to the mission. Sir John Douglas, the
governor nientioncd bcfore, lias been excccdingly helpful, and lias con-
stantly placed the Government steamer at the disposai of the missionaries.

And nowv began for these brave young couples a life of heroic cndcavor,
the lieroismn cf which can be appreciated only by a careful study cf the
details cf their life during the four years 'which bave passed since then,
wliich dctailed study is impossible in an article cf this compass.

An idea cf the trying climatic conditions may be gaincd from the fact
tlîat after putting up the mission biouse Iley was soecncrvated that a pcriod
cf recuperation in Brisbane vas au absolute, nccessity. l3oth niissionaries
have had te frequently take sucli furlouglisq, but neyer te rest, for ne sooner
wcre they among white people than they nt once b-gan preaching mission-
ary sermons, and arousing frcsh intercst in tlic evangelization cf the neg-
lected blaack fellows.

Those first months at LMapoon were times that in very truth try men's
seuls. At night they would licar the continuons howling cf the treacher-
eus savages, whio, only two inontlis before tlîcir arrival, had killed and
caten twoe 'white men at that vcry spot. B3ut the tire misionaries vent
bravely te werk. Altho thcy knew not a word cf the ].apuan language,
thcy at once began holding services, hoping te impress the natives in some
way, and sceking by the aid cf the broken English whicli a feir cf the
natives spoke, ana «by thie words they gmauaiiy pickcd up, te teon the
blessed stcry cf the Savicur wie dicd te, redecm these degradcd, haif ani-
mal savages from their living dcath. Schools for young and old were like-
wise immcdiately started riglit on the open ground, and amid incredible
difficulties; bravely kcpt up. Mrs. Ward, who did the teaclîing, describes
euie gathering thus : "Thre.re were about ciglity women ana girls sitting in
a sci-nicircle, inost cf them. quite without, clothing. Such a spectacle!
Mauy cf theni full cf sores, and, oh, se, repulsive !" No wonder the brave
young wonian's heart sank within lier, and a Ionging for home came over
lier! But, sucli is the power cf the Lord Jeans Christ, in time Hoe gave
it te lier te love these poor black women. 111cm tonching te, sec her write
home lems that a year aftcr that, '«Jeans sceins te be nearer and.dearer to
us now than lle ever dia before!1"

Thus thîe work went on. Hemw it all came about on' y thxe Lord can
telli; bunt in a yearls tâme thie mnisionaries had se, won tîxe confidence cf
these savages that t-hcy could go in ana out amnong thieni with practically
perfect safcty. Ward often went into, thecir camps, scparated, thcîu ini
their figlits, stopped their abominable dauces, and thus gradually secured
a wonderful control over tihe natives. Tliey Icarned that the missionaries
Were their firids, ana would Proteet them against the abuse cf the Pearl-
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