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selected in order to be, as far as possible, removed from the banefal influ-
ence of the white settlements. What a sad commentary is that on Cau-
casian civilization ! The expenses of this mission have hitherto been borne
almost altogether by the Presbyterians of Australia, with some assistance
from the Lutherans sent direct to the mission. Sir John Douglas, the
governor mentioned before, has been exceedingly helpful, and has con-
stantly placed the Government steamer at the disposal of the missionaries.

And now began for these brave young couplesa life of heroic endeavor,
the heroism of which can be appreciated only by a careful study of the
details of their life during the four years whick have passed since then,
which detailed study is impossible in an article of this compass.

An idea of the trying climatic conditions may be gained from the fact
that after putting up the mission house Hey was so enervated that a period
of recuperation in Brisbane was an absolute necessity. Both missionaries
have had to frequently take such furloughs, but never to rest, for no sooner
were they among white people than they at once brzan preaching mission-
ary sermons, and arousing fresh interest in the evangelization of the neg-
lected black fellows.

Those first months at Mapoon were times that in very truth try men’s
souls. At night they would hear the continuous howling of the treacher-
ous savages, who, only two months before their arrival, had killed and
caten two wkitc men at that very spot. But the two missionaries went
bravely to work, Altho they knew not a word of the Papuan language,
they at once began holding services, hoping to impress the natives in some
way, and sceking by the aid of the broken English which a few of the
natives spoke, and by the words they gradually picked up, to tell the
blessed story of the Saviour who died to redeem these degraded, half ani-
mal savages from their living death.  Schools for young and old were like-
wise immediately started right on the open ground, and amid incredible
difficulties bravely kept up. Mrs. Ward, who did the teaching, describes
one gathering thus : ¢ There were about eighty women and girls sitting in
a semicircle, most of them quite without clothing. Such a spectacle !
Many of them full of sores, and, oh, so repulsive > No wonder the brave
young woman's heart sank within her, and a longing for home came over
her! But, such is the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, in time He gave
it to her to Jove these poor black women. How touching to see her write
home less that a year after that, ** Jesus scems to be nearer and-dearer to
uas now than He ever did before !

Thus the work went on. How it all came about oniy the Lord can
tell ; but in a year’s time the missionaries had so won the confidence of
these savages that they could go in and out among them with practically
perfect safety. Ward often went into their camps, scparated them in
their fights, stopped their abominable dances, and thus gradually secured
a wonderful control over the natives, They learned that the missionarics
Were their friends, and would protect them against the abuse of the pearl-



