
TALE 9 Olr THEC BORDERS.to

in truth, after hie firet lesson, Ebenozer was
maeter of these two letters. And, afïierwards,
Nwhea the toacher la trying hlm proînieu.
ously through the alphabet, would inquire-
"Wliat botterisethe?" "1 nolken," tho crip-
pie would-reply, " but l'in sure its no 0, and
its ne S." Within a week hoe was master oi
the six-and-twenty mysticat. symbole, with
the exception of four-and those four were
b and d, p and q. Ebenezer could nlot for
three monthe ho brought to distinguish the
b fi-or the d, nor the p from. the q; but lie
liadt nover even beard that hoe had a right
biand and a loft until ho caine to the sctioo-
zwnd liow could it ho expected ?

Scarco, liowever, hlad ho mastered the al-
phabet, until the faculties of the deformed lie-
gan ta expand. Hie now both understood and
feit wliat it xvas to lean. Ho passed fi-or
class te clies with a rapidity that astonished
hie teacher. He could nlot juin ia the boiser-
ous sports of hie schoolfellowe, and while they
were engaged in their pastime, lie soug-ht
solitude, and hie task accompanied him. Ho
possessed strcng naturai talents, and lis in-
firmities gave thors the assistance of' indus-
ury. Hie teacher noted these thinge ini the
cripplo, and hoe wae gratified with thera, but
ho liesitated te express hie feelings openly,
lest the charge of partiality should ho brought
against him. Ebenezer, however, had on-
tered the academy as the butt of hie School-
fellows-they mocked, tbey mnimicked, they
tormented, tbey despised, or affbcted te des,.
piso him; and hie talents and progress, in
stead of abating their persocuti&ie, augment-
ed thers. Bis teacher -%vas afraid tc show
hirs more kindness than hoe shewed te others;3
and hiesechooll;31loiv gloried in aanoying t1he
cripple-they perseccuted, they sliunned, they
hated hlmi more than even lis mother did.
Ho began te hate the world, foi-i hliad found
none that would love him. His teacher ivas
the only human being that lad ever whisper-
ed te hi-n %ords of*pi-aise or of kindaess, and
that lad alvays been ln cold, guarded, and
nieasured terme.

Before hoe was elgî,,teen hoe lad acquired ail
the knowledge that hie teachor could irspart,
and lie returned te the cottage nmong the
the mounitains. There, however, lie was,
again eubjected te a porsecution more barba-
eus than that which ho lad met witti from
lis echoolfelbows. Mfrs. Baird mocked, insuit.
ed, and drove hlmi frein lier presence; and
lier domnestir, ehewed hlm neither kindnoss
nor resPect.. In EtÏture, lie scarcely exceed-

ed five feet; and his body ivas léabh* Ui weli
as delbrmned. The cruelty ivith whioh ha
had been treated had given an asperity te hm
temper, and made him almost a liater of the.
human race ; and thoso feelings had lent
their chai-acter to his couuitenance, marking
its naturally liai-eh expression with supicion
and melancholy.

He was about five-andtwenty ivhen the.
pangs and the terrors of death feul upon lier
wliom hie regarded as his parent. She died,
as a sinnor dies-with insulted eternity
frowing te recoive lier. A few minutes be-
fore her death she dosîred the cripple to ap-
proacti lher bedsido. She fixed lier elouing
oyes, which affection had neyer lig-,hted, upon
his. She iaformed him that he was not lier
son.

"Oh, toll me thon, wbmse son ars Il Who
are my parents?" lie exclalraed eagerly-
tgcpeak! speak I

"Your iparents !" she muttered, and re-
mnorse and ignorance held her departing seul
in their grasp. Sho struggled, she agaîn
contiriued-"Your parents -ne, Ebonezer 1
ne !-I dare nor name tliem. 1 have sworn 1
,-.and a deathbed le no time te break an oathl»

" Sp eak ! Speak !-tell me as you hope for
hoaven VI cried the cripple, with bis thie
bony fingers grasping the wrists of the dyiag
,voiwan

"Mhozister! mronster!" she screamed wildIy
and interror " leave me! leave me !-you are
provided for-open ti-at chut-the eheati-
the chest !"

Ebenezor loosed his grasp-he i;pmnig
towards a strong chest which stood in the.
i-om. "The keys3!the keys!" he clcaimed
wildly, snd again hurrying-: to the bcd, ho
violently pulled a buncli of keys fi-cm beneath
her pillow. But while lie applied. themn ta
the chut4, thie hearld of doath rattled in the
thi-cat of its victim ; andi, with one agcnizing
tliroe and a deep gi-oan, lier spirit eacaped
and lier body lay a core upoa the bed.

Be opened the chest and in it ho found
securitios, which settied upon hini, under the
anie of Ebenezer Baird, five thousand
pouads. But there was nothing which tbrew
iight on his parentage, nothing te inforni hirn
who lhe wae, or why lie was t »hare.

The body of lier whe had nover shed a
t ar over hlm, lie accompanied te the grave.
But now a deeper gleom ell upon hlma. ]Re
met but few mon, and the -lew ha met sI4un.
ned him, for thore wus wildn.s and a bitter-
nessin hie worda--a raiog against the world


