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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

ecome, virtually, in many places, the auxiliaties of the
sum power. For the rum power believes that if the Sons
can be put down or crippled, they will gain the victory, and
when the Charch, directly ot indirectly, aids to cripple them,
they lend support to intemperance. =~ Whereas, could the
Chureh and g‘ons act cotdiarly in concert, the rum intcrest
would be defealed.

The Sons are not responsible for thisillstarred antagonism.
They would willingly, gladly, aid the Church in driving out
inlemperance. They have no ends to accomplish at variance
with those ot the Church. There is no conceivable reason
why the Order should ve alien to the Church, but many and
strong ones why they should desire co-operation. They do
dedire it.  They have earnestly and repeatedly sought it,
and if there is a want of cordiality and union between them
and the Church, it is not their fault. If Christians of diffe-
tent denominations would avail themselves of our invitation
and come inte our connection, they might guide and animate
the mighty bosts of our Osder, and move on to the entire
regeneration of the nation and the world, from the
scoutge of intemperance. We have no secrets which
all good men are not welcome to know. We have no aims
to accomplish which any guod Chiistian could refuse to pro-
mote.  Why, then, should we stand apart, arrayed against
ezch other? Why not unite in pulling down the strong-
holds of intemperance? Why should ministers and profes-
sing Christians any longer be willing to be quoted by wine
bihgen and rumsellers as their allies in opposing the most
efactive organization against them now in the field.

We ask Christian professors and clergymen to look at
these inquiries candidly. We urge them to weigh the ques-
tion, whether it is wise (o persist in encouraging nnfriendly
feelings towards an Order which numbers three hundred
theusand men, whose character as good citizens, as exem-

iery members of sociely, and as fellow laborers in a most
important philanthropic enterprise, entitles them to the res-

ect and confidence of their countrymen. We ask that the
ruiis of the Order may be considered.  Let the thousands
of men redcemed from intumperance be summoned to wit-
nesa to the influence of the Order. Let the countless fami-
lies made happy, respectable, and useful by its agency, be
cited to give evidence ; lot the vast procession of wives and
children, who oilce went bowed down and breken-hearted,
but who now rejsice in their recovered, regencrated hus-
bands and fathers,—let all these bear witness whether the
Qrder has done evil, and justly incurred the suspicion, the
contempt, or the disapprobation of ihe wise and the good ir
the Churches.— New York Organ.

Progress of the Great Tempsrance Reform.

The reformation of the world from the evils of intempe-
vanee, and the bringing back of society to habits of strict
gobriety, is & wotk far more arduous than was at first anti-
cipated Ly the friends and advocates of the cause. Many,
to doubt, counted on an easy victory. Theevils occasioned
by strong drink were so obvious; its sad and baneful effects
were so wide-spread, and pressed with such crushing weight
upon all classes; and on the other hand the hlessings of
abetinence were so shundunt and zelf evident, and so fully
and casily demonstrated, taken in every point of view,
domestic, social, intellectual, moral, and religious, and in-
veleing the great interests of time and eterity, that it was
qulte naturai to suppose that a well-directed effort in such a
cause 28 this wonld be crowned with speedy and complete
saecess.

But the arduous and persevering labors of the last quarter
of & century, in this work, have served to undeceive the
world in this reapect, and to exhibitin a clearer light the
giant strength of thiz monster vice. Ia order toa proper
estimate of the evils to be grappled with in the prosecution

of this great underlaking, we must go back twenty-five or
thirty yeais, and ingunire what was the condition of society
in relntion to ihis subject when the work was first com-
menced. ’

The passion for strong drink was then universal. It had
grown up fromn generation to generation, and was clearly
identified with the common customs of seciety, and with
every branch of human indusay and enterprise.  Ail ranks
and classes were under a fata! delusion in regard to the
atility of the spatkling cup.- An appetite had baen created
which nothing could control ; disease of almost every kind
found in it, if not a sovereign rewmedy, at least a powerful
restorative ; it gave strangth to the laborer, and rest to the
fatigued ; it warmed in winter, and cooled in summer. It
was indispensable ox all festive occasions, und by its stimu-
lating, enlivening influence, it gave new brilliancy to
thought, and added a new zest to domestic and social enjoy-
ment. The wotldly interest of immense numbers were
identified with the perpetuation of the existing state of
things, as manufacturers of, and traflickers in the article,
Custom and fashion, two of the most potent influences in
sociey, held all ranks and classes in a state of complete
vassalage. Here then in these, and a bundred more which
might be mentioned, we have the reason of the slow pro-
gress of this great Reform. The demon of intemperance
was intrenched within these strong-holds, and could almost
bid defiance {0 any and etxty means which might be em-
ployed to dispossess him, and to demolish his impregnable
fortress. Every effort of the friends of Temperance has
been met with the most determined opposition ; hreach after
breach has been made in the stiong walls and bulwarks of
the enemy, but they have been speedily built up again;
again and again has the enemy been fairly 10uted, and yet
he has returned o the contest with recruited strength and
redoubled obstinacy ; when diiven from one position he has
immediately assumed anothet ; when dispossessed of one set
of weapons he has ingeniously invented others, and thus he
has protracted the war, sud with formidable array he stil
keeps the field.

But are the friends of Temperance to despair of final
sucecess ? are they to give up the stroggle es a hopeless
one? By no means. Inlemperance it doomed ; and although
it dies by inches, as though it had a thousand lives, vet die
it must ;—even now its death throes and struggles are seen
and heard and felt through all its ranks, and amongall its
adherents—patient perseverance on the part of the friends
of this noble cause will ensure ultimale and complete suc-
cess.

The progress which this cause has made since its first
commencement is almost without a parallel in the history of
human events. A single glance of the past will be suffi-
cient to inspire with confidence all who are engaged in this
great and good work. When all the circumstaices of the
case aie taken into account, the wonder is, not that so little,
but that so much has been accomplished in 80 short a time.
A work of this character was not to be accomphsked in a
day. A revolution so radieal, which aimed al nothing less
than the complete overthrow of these customs and habits
which enchained all classes, and which found an advocate
in the prejudices, the appelites, the interests, the ver
enjoyments of the people, and which were defended by the
example of men of the most respectable character and occu-
pying the most influential positions in society, could oniy be
effected by arducus, protracted and persevering efforts.
Such an altempt was cestain 1o meet with the most deter-
mined opposition on all sides.—It would be denounced by
all parties, and no efforts would be spared to prevent iis
specess,

This great Refurm was undertaken in the name of the
Lord, 2nd although it may seem to decline in many places,
and to be checked in others, and many & warm friend of the




