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interest in tho ‘welfare, and more poignant sorréw at the roin, ¢
the friends of our childhoud, than of thoso into whase sacicty wo
are thrown in the succeeding portions of our carthly pilgrimoge.
Such.were the feclings entertainad by the writer, at the sad
carcer of Henry G. Pomsessed of a high order of intellect, rare
personal beauty, and an amisble and affectionate disposition ;
universally beluved, and surrounded with ol the advantagrs
which wealth and fushion could bestow, wonc seemed mote likel
to spend lifc pleasantly than he. But it i’ well Divine Provi.
dence hus cast a veill over the future, and hidden froin mortal
man lis desting. Wero it otherwise, how many shuuld we eco
whuse youth is cloudless as a summer's mormn, 10 whose futuro
carecr is reserved the thick and murky cloud, the fieree tempest
Fund the wasting tornado ; whose sun sets cro 1t seaches it mieri.
dian, and no ray of light picrces tho thick veil of darkness which
hides st from mortal vision! How many, on wie other haand,
whose cradle has been rocked hy the winds, und on whese infant
heads the howling tempest has wreaked its fury, have had ihe even.
g of life caln und serenc, and jts lost hours fit up by a resplunder~o
g0 holy and purc, that it sceigs like a reflection of the glorica of a
sccond Edcen !

But to return to our narrative, fenry, as he approached the
age of manhood, evinced a decided predilection for & nuuticat hfe,
and his father who had himself followed the sca 1a catly Life, of.
fering, no opposition-10 his wishes, he shipped on bosrd of une of
the first ¢lass London Packets, ns 3 comunon scuman; and such
was his activity, intelligence and asniable demeanor, that he was
rapidly promotcd, and at the age of twenty found hunsell fies
mate of a packet ship of €00 tons burthen.  Suon aflius hus pro.
motion, Henry's futher died, and by Jus will left han tcn thous.nd
dollars in goney, besides a large amount of real estte, Pos.
scssed of so consideruble a fortune, he resolved towbandona
nautical life and livo upon his income.  Hitherto he had ma.n.
taincg, under all circumstances, « strictly moral deportmcent, aud
was regarded us a young man of unblemished characiur, ot
there was one weak point in his disposition, He could - Lt refuss
tho solicitations of his companions, cvea when his better judz-
ment decided that they were in the wrong. He yiclded, al.
though he protesied agajnst their course. | This proved Ius ruwm.

Having 1 his new positon, much [eisure, tim: began to hang
heavy on hus hands, and he soon-formed the pericivus ra..o of
teking a social glass with his companions, to wile away ths
time. 'Graduully his potations became more frequent ard cupivus,
and in two ycars 1t was whispered that Heary G. was becomung
vcgeirrcgular in his habhits,

vious to relinquishing a sea-faring life, ho- kad formed an
attachment fur Jula M., the eldest daughtes of a distinguished
member of Congress, residing at F . Henry*s birth plaer.
‘Chie attachment, which had commenced at an ‘car'y age, was
mutual, and had grown with their growth and s'rengthened
with their strength. It was with the utmost pain, therefore, that
Julia observed 1 is more recent visits, Henry’s faco was flushed,
lus step unstcadys, and hiv manner constramed. She was cun.
vinced of his intemperance, but vanly, huped that others had wat
discovered it.  Svon, howerer, tho evidences of his intemiporuto
hubita became too palpable to bo mistaken. He wasseen on the
public streots in a stato of intoxication; and finally, after recling
ubout for some time, fell-intd the gutter, where he “lay helplessly
drunk. Soon aftes, while incbriated, he called_at the house of
fHon. Judge M., the futlier of Julis. ‘These circumstances so
mach i d Judge M., that ho forbade his daughics 1. receve

o 'l‘ha'Bro'ken Pledge.

. A TALR OF TRUTH. )
Tho fricndships formed in our early youth, leave, usually, the
moat abiding ‘inﬁuenco upon gun minds, auq w8 feel @ “ur doeper

any further auentions from Henry,  Heart.bfoken st thiz stern
comimand (for-she hud loved us only woman can love, with an
affection which uo_carthly power could dealroy or duminish,)
yot aot danng to disobey her father'a mandaté, Julia determincd

1o attempt the refunaation of her loves, hoping that lus ureguing



