Phoughts on National Humiliation.

by all only because they are not belicved. in
the exercise of this influence there is no vanity
or pride, po presumption, no boasting, for glo-
tious as it is, humility is its foundation. Ilerc
is 1o jealousy, no josiling for pre-eminence, no
distinctions of birth or station, of wealth or ta-
lent, ofageor sex. IIcre is astmission welcome
and audience for all, net one simple and earnest
petition is rejected cr forgotten; but cvery
humble supplicant bearing on his hexrt the most
momentous intcrests ¢l a whole land is heard
with deep attention and tender love by him
who inhabits the praizes of eternity;” and who
shall complain of the only limitation he places
to full compliance with every request #in so
Jar as it shall be for his awn glory and for kis
people's gooil.”  Now is not. all this wonderful
though it appears consistent with the whole te-
nor of Scripture, and with many instances fur-
nished by sacred history? And if so, is not
every one negleetful of his daty to his Ged and
and to his country who does notscek to assume
that position in which, howeverable or influen-
tial he may be in other respecets, he can really
do more service than in any other way, and in
which, however humble, he is assured by God
he can at least do something ? And may we
not justly call on all our fellow subjects to
cease awhile from their doating dependence on
men and measures and expedients, their looking
for promotion to the north and the south, the
cast and the west, their contrivances and their
changes, until they seck awhile the prosperity
of their country from Ilim who alene can insure
it? Awaken then, ye who ave Christiang, ioa
consciousness of the resources with which you
are furnished and to a proper scuse of the true
dignity and influence with whieh, as children of
God, vou arc invested, and go for your coun-
try to the throne of grace by that way which
Christ has opened and consecrated for you.—
And just by how much the more you are anx-
jous or unable to discern, to advise, or toact
for the public good in the present crisis of our
affairs, so much the more frequently and car-
nestly in your family and in public, commit all
the interests of your country to the wisdom of
the only wise God, and to the protection of the
blessed and only potentate. Pray that the sins
of the land may be forgiven, thatmore time and
grace may be given us to Icarn rightcousness,
aud above all that that spirit whosc habita-
tion in the land alonc can bless or sccure us,
may be abundantly poured out on the hearts of’
both rulers and people. If such a prayer be
offcred and answered, as assuredly it will be
if offered in sincerity and truth with a firm
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beliel that though not the only, itis the first
and best gervice you ought to render, then how
blessed will be the result! The thick cloud of’
our sins will be Dblotted out, the thunders of’
judgment will roll at a distance, and the sun-
shine of prosperity wiil again beam upon us.—
We shall sce in the promwotion of true religion
by our Government, and ia the practice of it by
the people, the bestsecurity for our future wel-
fare, the deeply laid foundaticns of grace and
comfort, and the truc and heaven-appointed
defence against evil, whether in the form of in-
ternal agitation or ontward assavlt.

None can, however, fail to see how closcly
all this is conaccted with personal religion.  If
for ourselves individually, we seck not God,
if we are not moved with a deep anxiety about
our own immor:al souls, deep sorrow and reve-
rance to Christ as onr own Saviour, we can
never expect to be heard when we come to in-
tercede for others.  Dishoneunring God our-
selves, insensidle of our ncel of his friend-
ship to ourselves, and personally, neither fear-
ing his judements nor acknowlcdging his justice
nor repenting of our offences, it is an impious
mockery of Heaven to think that we can enjoy
the honour eof being successful petitioners at
1lis Throne for a whole community. In such
a case we must only be guilty of the inconsis-
tency of adding to the sum of that iniquity,—
nnbelief and irreligion of which we deprecate
the punishment, and with daring insolence
secking on behalf of others the blessings which
we do not deem it worth our while to seek for
oursclves. We cannct take @ proper part in
national humiliation, or in intercessions which,
on a day appointed for that purpose, arise from
all the Churches and Christigns in tiie land, un-
less we have personal convictions of &in, per-
sonal trust in God through Christ, personal
resolutions and endeavoursalter amendment and
true holiness of heart and life, If we continue
to “regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will
not hear us” ather for ourselves or for others,
and instcad of occupying on sucha day the
truly honourable and influential position of pro-
tectors of our country, we shall be only provo-
king God to more ¢ fiery indignation;” for it is
not until we fecl how great is His miercy in
permitting rebellious sinners such aswe are, to
approach ITim with confidence for oursclves that
He will admit our claim to tic high honour and
privilege of’ deprecating the wrath due to the
sins of @ whole irrcligious end ungrateful Pro-
vince.
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