BCCLUSIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY INTELIIGENCE.

harasscd by the part which they have been required,
by the regulations of Governwment, or by the usage
of the service, to take.

“ We, therefure, most respectfully solicit that iu-
quity may be instituted by your Excellency in Coun-
cil into the topics to which we have adienial; and
we would fasther sugaest that the followng pac-
ticulars ought also to be included in the inquiry, as it
may often be found, that where only justice or chari-
ty was intended, anunneeessary and criminal support
to native superstition has been, or 1 Luble to be, af-
forded.

“1, The support given to Hindoo temples, to
mosques and tombs, either by the granting endow-
ments, pensions, ot immunities, or by the collection
and distribution, by the officers of Government, of the
revenues already appropriated to them.

2, The granting of zllowances and gifts to
Brahmins and other persons, because of their connee-
tion with the heathen and Mahomedan priesthood.

“3. The present mude of administering oaths in
the Native Courts of Justice, and whether it he such
as is proper for a Christian Government to altow and
sanction.

“ 4. The endowment and support of colleges and
schoals for the inculeating of heathen and Mahvue-
dan doctrines and practices.

A similar memorial, of a very important charac-
ter, was addresscd by 130 influential Briush at Mad-
ras to the Guvernor of that Presidency. It wasalsu
signed by thiricen chaplains, and thiny-seven mis-
sionaries Lesides, of various religivus denomina-
tions:—

The grievances complained of are—

1. That the Chiristian civil and military servanis of
the Governmnent are required toattend Heathen and
Mahomedan rcligious festivals for punpuses of ye-
pect.

2. That they are required to present offerings and
dvhomage to 1dols.

3. That the impure and degrading services of the
magoda are carried on under the supervision and con.
trol of the principal European, and, therefore, Chris-
tian, officers of the Govermment, 2nd the management
and regulation of the revenues andendomwinents, both
of the pagodas and mosques, are vested in them;
that no important idolatrous ceremony can be per-
formed, no attendant of the various idols, not even
the proatitutes of the temple, be entertained ar dis-
charged, nor the least expenses incurred, without the
wlicial concurrence and and orders of the Christian
functionary.

4. That British officers, with the troaps of the Go-
vernment, are also employed in firing saluicsand do-
g other honouts to Mahomedan and idolatrous core-
motiies, even on the Sabbath-day, and that Christians
ate thus often compelled, by theauthority of Govern.
ment, 10 desecratetheir own mont sacred institutions,
and ke partin unholy and degrading seyerstitions.

" §. ThatProtestant soldicrs, members of the church
of Eagland, have also heen required, contrary tothe
King's regulation, * that every soldier shall be at Ii.
:'cr;: to \]\:or;hp God ‘;lccnrdmg to the forms preseribed
F his religion,” to be present at, and parcipate 1n,
the worship of the Church of Reme. ramieipate ¥

6 Thelast point noticed i« the fazcing of the pasr
131 c)m‘t’;c 1o draw the jdel car, noatly witheut the
\
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slightest compensation; but which complaint appears
to have been subseqguently remedied.

That none may imagine these are general state-
ments, aud that theevils complained of, aficr all, may
not be very scrivus,webeg leaie to direet the public ai-
tention tethe fullowing lacts, which rest uponthe best
authuiity ~In the proviuceof Tuwnervelly these are
naitrly 15,000 temnples of idolairous worsbap, support-
ed by a charge in the public accounts of £30,000,
The Rev. Mr. Pegys, amissionary at Madras two
years ago, stated that the recapts fram the temple of
Tripeity, a large temple near Madras, ajter paying all
expenses, amountto £10,(00 a-year, and that the reve-
uue from the temples of Conjeverani, Seringham,and
Madura, and Puaney, are ncarly cqual ; sothat here
is the British Government dmwing a sum of £50,000
a-year, elear gain, from the idolarry and degradation
of the wretched nation. in but fice temples. An allow-
ance of 36,000 rupees is yearly made by the sameaus
thorities for the support of the idol and worship of
Juggernaut. Mr. i’oyndcr, one of the East India pro-
irictors, who hasdone himsel'so much honour by
iis persevering lubours for the exposure of this hors
vible system, and e whon the Clhinstiaus of Brivan
areso much indebied, proved a few vears ago that af-
ter deducting cuery possible ontgoing, four principal
tetaples—Gya Jugscroaat, Allalabad, and ‘Tripeity<
in the coursc of seventecn yeass, yiclded 2 net sum ot
one willion sterling 10 the British Exchequer. This
is raised chicfly from the taxation of the vast crowds
of pilgrims—sametimes 260,000 At a emple—who
visit these shrines of ampicty.  In this andin otl:er
ways the East lndia proprictors inthis couniry receive
ananterest of 103 per cent upon ther money ! Nor
are the temples theonly soutees of revenue. Thete
are wany others.

# Inthe South Mahraita country, a variety of penan-
ces are undertaken by Pilgrims at the shrine of the
guldess Yelheva, which cannvt be perfortaed in the
presence of the idol without a large pecuniary sacri-
fice. Forthe privilege of swinging aloft in’ the air
by means of an iron hook fixed inthe feshy pant of the
loins, attheend of a bewn revolving horizontally on
apoint, a fee of no dess than than ten rupces (L1ster-
ling) is exacted , and the smaller fee ofiwa rupees for
swinging on a smaller beant with the head downwards
and thehook antached to the feet.  For sticking afork”
through the hand, and treading on barning charcoal,
the feeds notwo Yarge  ‘Pwo rupees are Jevied on
thase who come altended by aband of music. All
persuns brimring offerings of clarified butter, oil,
sheep, and gold and sitver ormaments, aresubject also
toatoll; the proportion of those obluions respec-
tively allotted to the othiciating priests and the reoter
(British) being exacily defined . and noshops, booths,
ar ~alls, can be ereeted during these carnivals, with.
uit paynent of a fec for the license.

These revenues are cellccted not only at the great
temples, sech as Juggernaut and ‘Fripeuty, but at ma.
ny of the smaller paodas of cclebniy 5 and in part,
are classed in the Government acconuts, under the
general head of * Farns and Licences,” without any
specifications of the jtems; sothat the exact amount
accruing from these revenucs is not known.”

What would be thought of the British Government
at home collectinga sum of moncy from the poor
miscrable popish pilgrims who visitthe sacred wells
w Ircland 1 And whatis 12 better, according to the
Dublin Gazcite, to receive from 20,000 o0 39,000 ru.
pecs from 20,000 pilgrims to ke rock Goorgaon,
* whichkillsor cures in all cases of small-pox ¥
What 2 profanatien to fecnive this nte the publie
treasney of @ Chrisisan nation !



