THE -BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, October 2.

The {eatures of business this weok
ars licavy exports of cattle, large
grajn movement, heavy bank olear-
mgs at Winnipeg, being onormous y
in exeoss of the corresponding week
last year, scarcity of cars for moving
rallway traffle, and the winding up
of the scason’s dairylug. Most of the
dairy factorfes aro cloging down. The
weather has been warm and fine, hut
tho long continued drouth s unfave
orable for fall plowing, and also lablo
to lead to prairic and bush fires, some
of which have bheen reported this
week.

Faxmers who were in o position to
sell thelr wheat early, liave had alto-
gether tho best of the situation this
Fear. Decalers havo been buying on
a declining market oever saince tho sea~
son opened, and somo of them aro fee'-
ing pretty blue, as the wheat co far
handled would represent heavy loss
to the trade, though no doubt sales
havo been made against much of the
grain purchased.

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winnipeg, Saturday Afterucon, Oct. 2

DRUGS.

Caustic soda is Bs per ton higher
abroad and sal soda is reported 25 6d.
higher.  Quinine, castor oll, and opium
are higher In outside markets. Sce
‘Winnipeg prices ou another pago.

COAL.

“Thero has been practically no iu-
crease {n tho demand for coal so far as
tho weatlier ‘s becn qulte warm en-

»o gh te render artificial leating un.
neceseary.  Coal dealers, however. are
preparing for the usual :fall trade.
Prices, 80 far as reported, whi bo the
sum?> at last -winter, except po:«ibly
for the Lethbridge coal, whielhh was
s0ld hexe on an exceedingly -closo mar-
gin lust seasoti—s0 clos¢ in faot that
there was nothing in handling jt.
DRY QUODS AND CLOTHING;

Travellers are now about all out
with.spring samples of olothing, A
noticeadble feature fnt somo Jines §s a
Lemond for cheaper: llnes uf goods
than was the case & few .yoars ago.
The-yage for cheap goods, which has
prevailed o thejeast, has leen grow-
ing in Manitppa, showing the kcener
competition in tlio retait. trade. As
an justanco fn the .furnishing trade,
n line of gloves offered to raypil at
25 (¢p1e.per palr, ereated qulte.n de-
manu for such gn article, thopgi somp
houses do not lhandle anything as
cheap as that, in men’s fall xloves.

FISH.
Local jobbilng prices are as
follows  for fresh fish: White

51-2¢. pickerel 4e. trout 9e, snimon
12¢, halihut 10¢ per I kippered gold-
eye8, 80c per dosen; finnan haddies,
121-8¢ por 1b. Oysters are quoted at
‘$2:50 per gallon In bulk.
GROCERIES.

The principal featuro this week {8
the furthier advance of 1c on Mac-
Donald’s black chowing tohaezo, mak-
dng 2¢ advane? (n a'l, brsides the 15¢

edvance after the duty was put on
wleal tobacco last April. There are
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no prunmes in the market yet. New
Caltfornias aro expected in
about ten days. Valencla tvals
ins afe having some salo,

vut Caltfornia loose muscatels are dlg.
placing enstern Valencias in this mar-
ket tar a conslderabie extent. New
Ca'ifornin ratsns dre luoked for 1In
about three wees.  SBee quptations
on anotlier page

GREEN FRUITS.

Soveral lines of fruit have been scorco
thie weck, Including  penches, plums
and pears. The season for [recstuno
peachies 18 about over, and plums aro
now about done. No more !nrge lots
.of plums will arrive, and any to cowe
will,be confined to & few odd boxes in
mixed cars. Blucberries aro done, as
are. algso crabs, as it 18 not expected
there will be any more crabs to  ars
rive. They cannot be obtatned any-
whero now. Apples ave  very lrm,
Ifolders are now refusing $2 to $2.25
per barrel, f.o.b. south, where they
were selling at $L50 some time agn.
TFrelght and duty addedto these pricia
will make them higher here, atid weo
look for a $5 market for good winter
stock. Tokay grapes arc lower. The
first cranberries arrived to-day, being
Cape Cods. Prices are as follows:
Bauanas per bunch, $2 to $2.50; Cali-
tornii{ lemons, 35 to 83.59 u box; to-
matoes, 20-1b. baskets, 5Oc; Paclfle
coost plums, $1.25 for four basket
erate’ California peaches, $1.25 per
box: Washington and Oregon pears,
$1.75 to $2 per box; apples, $3.75 to
$4.95 per barrel; Concord grapes, 85¢
for 10-1b. basket; California grapes,
$2.60 per crate for Tokays, and $2
10 $2.50 for musgeat. Ontarlo pears,
65 to 83¢ per 20-1h. basket; Cape Cod
crpnberries, $9.50 per barrel.

HARDWARE.

The feature of the hardware trade
is the advunce in rope of of 25¢ per
100 pounds, for hoth 51sal and mantlia,
This in sympathy with an advance
made by manufacturcrs in the East.
The, basy ,price here 1s now 81-2¢ for
sisal and 8c for manilla. Bee prices
ou another page,

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

Business 13 active in glass and thls
ig the priucipal line now selling. White
lead 1s firm at the advance to $6.25,
reported lagt week. Linseed ofl 1s
firm. ‘Turpgentine hus advanced East,
but {8 unchanged here, 8Kee prices
on another page,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—The general tendeney of
wheat has been towaxd lower prices,
thouglh the decline this week has been
moderate. The bulls appear to be
somewhat discouraged, and heavy
hddeors, who bought freely when
prices were high, are now feeling
weary., whilo the farmer who sold
promptly can feel checrful over the
lact that he has had decidedly the
advantage of the grain man, having
disposcd .of his wheat at from 5 to 10q
per bushiel more thian it {8 now worth
for export, Deliveries in Manitoba
country markets have fallen olf some
this week, owing perhaps to lower
prices, and to the desire to push fal
plowing. The first rush of wheat
comes Iargely from farmers who have
no storage on their farms, and who
rush thefr wheat fnto the eolevators.
Considerablo of thie wheat in store is

. il 1 by farmers who have nos ye* sold

Elevators at some points were full and
cors_for shipping wheat could not be
had fast enough In some cases to keep
space open for taking.fo further grain,
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though delays of this kind are only
temporary.  With o lieavy  ruah of
grain coming on so suddenly, it Is orac-
tieatly fmposs.ble to keep every inar-
ket supplied promptly with all  the
cors needed to move the graln.  De-
liveries at country woints were about
200,000 bushicis yer day. I'ricos pald
to farmers ot country points were
dropped on Wednesday 1 to 2e, and
again on Thursday prices wero 2 to
8¢ lower, rangihg from 69 to 73¢, com-
pured with 73 to 77c on Monday and
MTuesiny. At a few points the range
wae higher than quoted. In the Win-
nipeg market the range of values was
0113-2 to 92¢ on Mnoudny for No. 1
hard, afloat Fort Willlanmi.  On Tues-
day eales were made at  the eamo
range, but on Wednesday 90 1-2¢ was
yuottd early, with 89 to 80 1-2 quoted
at the close. Yesterdany 8Jc was bid
at tho close, though it was reported
81 1-2¢ had ben realized carlier in the

day. .

IyLUI‘R-:mu\ market has been cas-
fer, with a decline of 10c ou the out-
slde, the minfmum i rle b Ing thic samo
as 0 week ago.  We quote prices as
follows. Patent $2.40 to $2.406,
strong bakers’ $220 to $2.25, second
babers’ S175 to $1.87 XXXX $1.40 to

$1.50. These are local quotations in
broken lots.
MILLI:ED—~Bran I8 quoted. ait $8

per ton and shorts at $10 per ton
delivered in the city to retail dealers.

BARLLEY— A few loads of new bar-
ley have sold at about 25¢ per bushel
of 48 pounds. Very little offered.

OATS—Scarcely any movement, A
few loads of new have been . offered
on the street here and were taken
at about 25¢ pe~ bushel of 34 pounds.
One car of nev” ~No, 2 white wasg offer-
at 27c, with 23¢ bid, Old eats held
at 28c for cars here,

GROUND FELD—Ground feed is held
at §16 to $18 per ton, as to quality
for good straight grain feed.

OATMEAY~ The market s firm
and $170 s asked In lots to re-
tali dealors for rolled.

BUTTER—Creamery—Mcst  of _the
fuctcTies are now closel or closing
fer the season. The leng continued
drouth has reduced the mnke during
the past -month, but the make of
creamery butter will nevertheless be
larger tlian In any pravious year. Not-
withstanding the larger make, ship-
ments  eastward have been limited.
owinz t, the increaszi consumption
in the West on account of mining de-
velopment an! expandinz p pulation
in the n n-pr.du.inz districts. -The
home trade has been decidedly good
and nearly equal to the supply. Fac-
tories are nearly all sold out and the
proiuct Is held in strong hands. Prices
are firm. We quote.20c .fur fresh
malie. .

BUTTER—Dairy-~Prices are about
the same as last-weok, good xound-lote
brinzinz 12 to 14c, as_  to -quality.
though 14c is eonsiderzd .an. extreme
quotation, and -higher tllan-some:buy-
ers sa'v- they can go.

CHEESE—~ The market s very flrm
and high p rices have been paid to fac-
torlex to s>curo the balance of the
season’s makes Weo quate 9 ta 91-2¢
to facterics, ‘These prices are high
compared with eastern markets, and
are about the very extrome Umit
which can be patd and hold the west-
ern trade acalnst eastern goedj, as
the differantial In favor.cf Man‘toba
preduce In.freight rates  to British
Columtla-p-ints compared with rates
tfrom Eastern Canada. is not very
grrat, and pr-osent prices wcu'd al-
most let in Eaptern CGoanada . goods.
The same.}ls true.of putter as well as

~ cheeso,



