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A FOREST DEPARTMENT.

The Gilmour- Paradis litigation and a recent return to Par-
liament concerning timber licenses and Crown land in the
formerly disputed teeritory, both affopd evidence of an unsatis-
factory state of things in the two chief Provinces of the Do-
minion from the inlermingling of lumbering operations and
agricultural setUement,  Attention is thus called to a well-
known evil.  The influx of settlers into timbered lands under
license is notin the interest ctther of the lumberman, the
farmer or the general community.

It is the {euitful source of itl-will, disputes, Jitigation frauds
on the Government and pillaging of the lumbermen by pre-
tended farmers, distruction of property and loss of public
zevenue,  To the lumbermen it is especially injurious for be-
sides minor annoyances it often forces upon him inconvenient
and premature cutting of timber on par.s of his limit and ex-
poses him to greater risk from fire,  Itis impossible to pre-
vent the flames sometimes spreading to the forest when settiers
are clearing their new land by burning in the immediate vicin-
ity, to say nothing of increased danger trom the presence and
possible carelessness of persons over whom the lunberman has
no control and who have little personally at sfake if theircamp
fire while hunting or match when fighting a pipe should cause
a devastating conflagration.  In such cases the community at
large suffers, for there is a distruction of the wealth of the
coontry, and a loss of revenue, ashare ofit being borne by
every individual,  Nor dues the settler gain by the system, for
forest land is rarely so well adapted for agriculture as other
porttions of the public domain which are or should be 2pen for
settlement.

To remedy this cvil or at least to check it, each Proviuce
and the Dominion should establish departments or sub-depart.
ments of Woous and Forests.  One of these should be. in con-
junction with the Crewn lands departient, to mark out the
land to be classed as forest and the area open for settlement.
No farm settlers should be allowed on the forest eserves un-
less they are  thrown open after the timber is removed. On
the othier hand the lumberman might be called upon to con-
clude his operation upon certain portions of his limit within 2
reasonable time if it were held expedient to withdraw it from
the forest reserve and open it for settlement,  In this way the
lumberman would be protected from loss and intcrruption, the
agricultural settler would not be lured into wasting his ener-
gics on unsuitable land and the public revenue would be pro-
tected.  The lumbermen would also be benefitted and the
public finances improved by the forestry deparument ezploning,
setting aside and making public by maps or otherwise the
available ‘orest land not yet appropriated, thps ensuning read-
ier sales and increased competition. It would also facilitate
the reservation, if it is not too late, of permanent forests as in
the chief countries of Europe.

From every point of view the establishment of properly or-
ganized Forest Departments is advisable.

SCHOOLS OF FORESTRY.

A spPECT L committee of the British Parliament has present-
ed areport on the advisability of a Forest School or other
means of rendering the woodlands of the Three Kingdoms
more remunerative. Aftera thorough investigation they recom-
mended that there should be & Board of Forestry with a re-
sponsible head reporting 10 some Depaniment, the members
being chosen from the socicties, the two Houses of Parlia-
ment, owners of extensive woodland, &.  The Board is to
manage furest schools in cach of the three Kingdoms and in-
struction in forestry. The committee call attention to the
fact that the British imports of timber from abroad amount to
no less than £16,000,000 or abour $80,000,000 and they
hope that goud management may cause 1 portion of this to be
supplied from the home forests. The improvement in the
public forests would, they say, amply repay the cost of the
School, and the private woodlands are far more eatensive.
Otficial figures give the area of woodlands i the Three King-
doms as 2,758,000 acres, England having 1,460,000, Wales
163,000, Scotland 29,000, and Ircland 330,000. They call
attention to the fact that nearly every other civilized nation
has forest schools and an organized system of instruction 1n
forestry.  The want of such a system in Great britain will-be
called 1o the attention of the gencral public by this report, and
it is expected that the Government will act upon its recom-
mendagons, It is not the first time that the want of scientilic
and pracuical instruction in forestry has heen felt, for on the
cstablihment of 2 forestry department in India the officials
had at first, if they do not still have, to acquire the requisite
knowledge in the schools of France and Germany.  The same
was the case when the Australasian and South African colon.
took steps in this dircction, foritis Canada alone that has
followed the Mother Country in ignoting this subject.

N - .
CORRESPONDENCE invited on all relevant topics.

CANADIAN HARDWOODS FOR CARRIAGE
BUILDING.

Tur following letter has been addressed by Mr. George Nor-
gate Hooper, F.R,G.S., F.5.5., President of the Institute of
British Carriage Manufacturers, and its representative in the
Council of the London Chamber of Commeree, to the Cana-
dian Minister of Agriculture at Ottawa : —

Sir,—It may be asked what induged me to make a journey
to Canada when I might have enjoyed a quiet holiday with
change.of scene, a pleasant rest, and far less fatigue in some
nearer country.  To such aguestion 1 would reply, the motives
were somewhat miaed. I had this year made the acquaintance
of many colonists through the medium of the Colonial and In-
dian Exhibition, as also through the congresses, conferences,
and entertainments of the London Chamber of Commerce; 1
had besides promised one of my sons an apportunity of visiting
Canada before he settled down in England asa land agent, and
s0 had opened up a sort of sympathy with the colony and its
people. T had also received many invitations from Americans
to visit them, and in addition, believed that T might acquire
some usclul knowledge and perhaps be able in some slight de-
gree to assist in promoting a riendly intercourse, and develop-
ing trade between the Mother Country and her nearest large
colony, lHaving these views, hopes, and intentions, I left
England fora few weeks with a definite plan sketched out, hut
at the same time enc which would have to be enlarged, cur-
tailed, or altered according to circumstiances.

Provided with letters of introduction from Sir Charles Tupper,
Iigh Commissioner of Canada in London, England, to Profes-
sor Saunders, of London, Canada, from Professor Macoun to
H. B. tsmall, Esq., of Ottawa, and from the London Chamber
of Commerce to the Secretaries of the Boards of Trade at
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, uebec, and Halifax, I was offer-
ed opportunities of procuring information under a variety of
heads.

My time, however, being limited, others moving about be-
sides myself, some being away, and in one case too distant,
and cntirely out of reach under the conditions of my joumey,
and again the time of my calling being in some cases inoppor-
tune, my credentials were not of such assistance as under more
favorable conditions they nught have beer.

It did not fall to wmy lot to see many large trees, such as 1
had been in the habit of seeing in England, eacept in the pub-
hic square of the pretty town of New Haven in the United
States. I ought ot to say that I was disappointed, as in the
States and Canada, for many years past, the settlers and
farmers have looked upon timber trees as their natural enemies,
and have got nd of them by every means in their power. This
wholesale destruction has been carried on to such an eatent
that good timber trees of commercial value can now only be
found in places remote from civilization ; that is to say in the
primeval forests of the Dominion. Woods that we now im-
port from our colonies and many forcign countries arc really
from wild or naturally grown trees that have matured without
care or cultivation. Much of the timber I have scen growing
in European and Canadian forests is of so inferior a quality as
to be fit only for fuel, for which purpose a large proportion of
it is grown in various parts of Europe.- Sonic of our British
timber trees are parually cultivated and cared for ; nowhere
have I seen so good and fine an average of timber and orna-
mental trees as in England 3 they are here planted in parks,
hedgerows, and on farms, sometimes singly, sometimesin well
defined rows, sometimes in groups; but English treer are
rarels planted in forests.

Planted in this open manner they are fully under the influ-
cnce of light and sunshine, storm and rain, and have the benefit
of plenty of fresh air ; they spread their limbs, they grow slow-
Iy, and their wood becomes hard and tough ; on the other hand,
trees whick grow close together in forests get little surshine
and light on their trunks, little freshairor the bracing influence
of wind, rain and storm.

I contend that with scientific forrestry timber trees can be
cultivated and thereby improved in quality just as by scientific
and carcful cultivation flowers, fruits, vegetables and all garden
and farm produce can be improved and rendered more exeel-
lent, and thercfore more valuable ; the partial successthat has
followed partial cultivation cncourages us to belicse, nay, as-
sures us, that, with better methods, better results will be ob-
tained : Arie natura durabit.

The establishment of high schuols and clementary Schools
of Forestry in Fngland and her colonies would render excellent
«crvice to landowners, as also to wanufacturers requiting <ound
and fine woods for their work ; nor would the general public
fail 1o reap a hencfit, since it would get good articles of British
growth and manufacture, thus keeping the mancy of the coun-
41y to pay its own rents, rates, and tanes, instead of sending it
away to pay those of other people who now profit by our dis-
tinct negligence in not turning to good account our manifold
resources.

Haviag earefully rqad the evidence given before the Com-

mittee of the Houte of Commons in 1885-80, as to the utilnty
of Schools of Forestry, and the advantages of establishing one
or more in England or Ncotland, 1 was prepared 1o believe
that great waste must occur, in foresis and forest products,
withaut careful and systematic management.

I was quite unprepared, however, to see an hear of whele.
sale and indiscriminate waste, probably as a sort of necessary
sacrifice to the production of wood, but waste for all that, [y
may possibly be that man trees left to themselves uncared for
and uncultivated are it for nothing but fuel 5 and it way be
that trees fit only for cooking and warming purposes have their
value, but all unnecessary waste should be avoided as aloss ta
the colony. It would be conceded at once that what may i
a small individual loss, when multiplied ten thousand times,
becomes a heavy national loss, and it is evident that the D
winion of Canada is at present sudering in this way.

In many parts the presencecof trees seems to have been look-

- ed upon with as much dread as pestilence or famine, and to e

got rid of at 2ny cost, by felling, burning, blasting, rotting, &, ;
and indeed there are districts which bear traces of a sort of
hatred of trees, a hatred that Jeaves behind it scars, sores, and
distortions on the face of the fair earth, tolerable to behald un.
der the bright sun, but which must be gloomy, sad, and for.
bidding in dull, rainy, or foggy weather.

From the experience of Switzerland, 1taly, France, Norway,
England, and other countries, it has become evident, and has
been proved, that trees are the friends of man, and not encones
to be destroyed by any neans, fair or foul 5 for they maderate
and equalize the rainfill, the temperature, the climate, and
promote the even and safe tlow of rivers,  They protect crops
and cattle from the xeeaness and violence of winds and tem-
pests, and they <iso afford shelter for those necessary birds and
animals which keep insect life within due bounds, besides pro-
viding shade and shelter to man,

The stately trees of Ens and grown in parks and hedgerons
are not only ornamental, st give a character of beaaty to the

‘ couniry, to say nothing f the fine quality of the timber cun-

tained in their massive trunks to which storm, sunshine, and
air have free access ; their very beauty, however, isasnare for
their owners unless hey happen to be imbued with the mer-
cantile spirit of the age and who are apt to delay, and do de-
lay, felling them while in their prime, especially if there are
ladies in the case who venerate the sentimental old Englsh
hallad ** \Woodman, Spare That Tree.” This and other reas-
ons combine to cause a large percentage of splendid timber
trees to virtually rot as they stand, not ultimatety to have no
value whatever, not even realizing the cost of felling and re-
moval. ’

Thus one passes from waste of one kind to a waste of a
totally different kind in different countries, and under different
conditions

The cvidence shows that by skilled management such as
would Ixecome general were good forest schools established and
maintaincd—schools which would turn out skilled foresters »f
various gredes-districts, that cannot now be cultivated with
profit as farms, might e made to afford good returns under
timber, and probably fruit cultivation, with skilled and careful
supervision.

If this has becn put to the test by the intelligent foresight of
the British Government in India, and will probably come to
be considered an advantage in England, where timber cultiva-
tion has not hitherto been carried on under the best possible
conditions for success, how much more would it advantage a
country like Canada, that abounds in immense natural forests,
which conld bx rendered highly productive and more profitable
under scientific management.

These volumes of evidence to which I have alluded are well
worthy of persal by statesmen, members of Potliament, gov-
crminent officers, timber merchants, and all persons interestesd
in the growth and improvement of trees as well as those using
woox in their manufactures; for it hchooves the people of all
countries to employ their national products with prudence and
discretion, by avoiding waste and promoting their best pos-
sible use for the general welfare.

Finding that professor Saunders, to whom was addressed wy
first letier of introduction, wasaway from his heme in London,
Ontardo, I rapidly retraced my way siaty miles by railway t.
Chatham, and visited the hardwood mills of Messrs. Van Allen

-& Co. there. I found fine samples of straight-grown oak being
cut and squared for special purposes; but there seemed 1o e
a difficulty in disposing of the outside slabs and planks. These,
if of good quality, might be sawn up iate straight bars, packed
in .ough crates or cascs, and seat to London, England, at a
small cost, for use in many trades ; if sorted according to qual-
ity, and marked in a manner to be understood both by the
scller and buyer, they would readily scll at the carriageauctions,
held fornightly at the Baker Street Carriage Bazaar, London ¢
ifthey could be sent sound and seasoned so much the better ;
but in any casc the timber should be of good marketable qual-
ity, fit for manifacturing pusposcs, and well worth cost of



