14 THLE

CRITIC.

MINING—C'ontinued.

lease, and when ho got the patont, he ownud the land in feo simple,
(Mr. Fraser) would proposs to alter our law iu that respect, sv that, if uuy
man withed to engage in mnnu',;, ho could go and stake out certain portions !
of ground, not e\coe.lmu U feet in l..n"xh by 700 feet in breadth. At
presvut. the amount. of "rolm\l a man could take out n licenso for was ouly i
limited by the amount “of money he could bring to the mives oftice. Ilo
could hodge others out of a whole tract of conmr) aud work in the middle I
himself. 1t was his for the time, and while he worked he could keep all
others at n distance. e (Mr 1) thought that very unjust, but thore \\'.m'
nothing unjust in giving the discoverer a certain reasonsble amount of pro-
pety. lle |nopo~cd therefore to altor the law in that respect, :
Tho bLill at first declured that all mineral deposits wero freo and open lo ’
exploration and lease.  Property already held ho of course did not propose to !
touch, except as it beeame torieited to the Crown.  After that ho proposed |
that it should cume under the oporation of the bill, so that the bill did not
interfere withpartiez who at present hold Jeases. Any person who had roa.
son to know that deposits existed in any locality was givon the privilege of |
entering upon aud staking off giound, upon which he could search for any :
length “of time, )novxdcd ho put S$100 worth of work upon the ground
annually. Afwr entering, it would be necessary for him to rocord Iis corli-
ficate in the oflice of the Commissioner of Mines. Aftor findiug u lead on
his property, withina reasonable timo, he was compelled to -\pply for a leass,
which would be given him uftor examination by the proper oflicials. At
present, all an individual had to do was to apply at the proper ollice, and
place his money on the table to entitle himsolf to recoive his lease, unless two
parties applied at once.  No law required any examination,  1lo proposed by
the bill that a reasonable time shonld elapse, after the application was made.
before the lease is given.  In other words, whatever litigation there might bo
should precedo the granting of the lease, and not follow it The House
would bo able to judge better when they examined the il The main fea-
twe of the bill wis the proposal to plice a rental on all gold mining
property zow hebl under lease, or to be Jeased in future At preseut, when
ap individual took vut a lease, he was required to plicce 40 dass’ Libor 2n the
property annually  That was the haw and coudition on which the lrase was
granted, but the law, it was needless o stite, was seldom complied Wwith
l’xoberlv had Leen held for the 1et twenty years vn which not one lay’s
labor had ever been placed sitee the lease was isued. .\ year or tvo ags,
an amendment was minde o the Jaw o the elfvet’ that, il no work was por-
tormed for five years, the ofliciels could forfeit the property after pasting a
notico for t}mt) days.  But at auy time within thit tima the in Hividual
holding the iease could surrender it and tuke vut a new bease, apd then 1t
went on for ten or fifteen years more.  Some timoe since he had ssked for a
veturn of leases on which no work had been done, and he found that upwards
of 12,000 Joases were outstunding, on which no work was perf xmed — After
an mdlvndunl took out a leasv, ho (Mr. F.) propused that he should pay the
Govornment a rental of, say two dollars an area, more or less, and that
failure to pay for two yeurs should be prima fucic evidence of forfeiture.
On the other hand, the bill provided that an individual developing his mine
shoull get a rebate o1 £ of the royalty duo the Government, so that legitimate
miners would 1eceive no injury trom the passage of the lill.  Many wmiuning
disiricts were at present nnapproachable, owing to the defective coudition of
the roade. The bill was to provide a fund, out of which the Government
could make expenditures for the construction of such roads. Two-thirds of
the property uvder lease is unimproved. It was not in the interest of the
country, or of development of gold miing that the ypresent condition of
things shonld centinue. It was not fair to legitimate mine owners, who
embarked capital and Jabor in their cnterpnsce to find that land which
should be yiclding revenus was held year after by individuals, in the hope{ —
that some mure enterprising veighbor might develop avmething rich, whereby
they could sell their property. Mlmng property was \uppowd 1o by leaved
to men who would work it, but three-fourths or seven-eights of the proport)'
lessed was held year after year without w |kmg auy retarn to the Govern-
ent or any benefit to the country.  Like Tennyson's Brook,

“ Mecu may como and mon may go,”
But this goes on forover.

Ho would ask a fair consideration from the house and hon. mombers for
the principles of the bill. He was not wedded to its details, however, and,
if avy amondment was offered which would improve it. or if anything
better was hrought down, ho would give it all the encouragement he could.

Ion. 2 1Tv.-GENERAL said that, as chairman of the Faw amendments
cominittee of last year, he had no recollection of sceing this bill, and, on
referring to the bill itself, ho did not find it ondorsed. with the ordmary
memorandum which would appear upon it if it had beon before tho
committee. Instead of being inclined to oppose the bill, ho rather favored
tho suggestions it contained, and ho thought it might bo applu.d not only to
gold, but to coal mines, Muny coxl mines wero ot iu_ courso of dovelop-
mcnt, and tho result would bo a serious Joss. It was animportant step how-
over toalter a Juw which bas been in cxistence for years and which has
worked fairly woll, and corsequoutly, the lill was of sufficiont consequenco
to be printed.

Mr. Fraser said that, with regard to a similar bill being beforo the
comnmitlee of law amcndmonls Jast year, it was introduced ata law periad of
tho sersion and pssed its fiest aud second readings wishout discussion, and
after buivg referred to the Committee, (limppcuul— recidentally, let us say.
Ho was "l.ul to welcome tho assistance of the Hon. Atty.-General, and would
ask the c;u.cn.nl assistauce of the goverument in aid of the bill,as ho thought
it & matter which it would be creditable to them to deal with.
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DYNAMITE!

The subseribers keep constantly on hand—

‘ Nobel's No. 1 Red Dynamite,
Treble Charged Detonators,
Warming Pans "y
Safety Fuse etc.

Nobel's Dyanmite i acknowledged to be
the moat

 RELIABLE, POWERFUL AND ECO:OMICAL

B’(pln\ne in the market

F.D.CORBETT & CO.

Sale 4gents for Maritime Provinces,
HALIFAX. N, 8.

Mack's Magnetic Medicine,
FOR NERVOUS AND GENERAL DEBILITY.

QOac Box sent, pouage frcc, to any address, 50
cents; Six Hoxes for 3. 5(\

[L.J. MY LIUS, Chemist,
191 Hollic Street, Halifax, N. S,

REGISTER GRATES
SLATE MANTELS.

I am preparing for Spring Trade a
large assurtinent, and several

NEW DESIGNS

of above goods. Inspection invited.
Special Discount to Builders.

J. E. WILSON,
208 HOLLIS ST., HALIFAX,

Agent for Windsor l‘oundr)

PROFESSOR S, PORTER,

Oryanist and Choir Master, St. Paul's.
INSTRUCTIONS ON

ORGAN, PIAND aod VOIGE-CULTVRG

Resulence, 69 Birmingham St.

JOHN W. HICKMAN,

AMHERST, N. S.
Barrister-at-Law

AND

~_ NOTARY.
JOHN CODY,
LIVERY STABLE,

.-\\II{FRST

Hornes and Camages uro in fimst=clasa condi.
tion aud at lowest poseiblo rates.
Polite nnd careful attention givento travolers

Christmas, 188s.
LONDON HOUSE.

WE ARE SHOWING THIS SEASON A

Splendid Variety of Useful Goods
COMPRISING IN PART—

Ladies® and Gents® Lincd Rid Mius and Gloves,

Scotch Knit Gloves,

Stk Umbreilng,

Cardlgan Jackets,

Sk l? ndkerchiefs, Vies, &c,

Gents’ White and Colored Cashmere Mufilers,

Ladies' Euglish and American Gossamers,

Fur ‘Uippets (a large assortment)

Real Degskin Jac cts,

Fur Lined Circulars.

Alarge assortment of Wool Squares, B, Shawle
Promenade Scurfe, t{oods, loqu:ls Fawce

nators, &¢.
Shawls, Mantles, Mantle Cloths, Dress Goods,
Nilks, Satins, V ef\ vets, Velveteens and Plush,

Alto—A nice ¥ atiety of FANCY GUODS

}Iicfore purchasing your Presents please give uva
call.

WM. MOODY & CO.

168 and 170 Granville St., Halifax.

COFFEE! COFFLEE!

Landingex S. 8. Rcu\—%oo SACKS JAMAICA
COFF E‘ Fou sale by
CHAS, H. HAR\ EY.

‘FARM TOR SALE

A Farin ‘Illllltd on the Windsor and Annapols
Railway, and only 36 miles from the Tity of Hali
fax, contaiming some 200 acres. 39 acres under
cultivat on, \vuh two good barns and a comfortable
Jdwe ling house. Ap

llIl‘ bl\l'llC OFFICE.

-

Twenty Stond 4 Annual Statement

The Travelers
INSURANCE COMPANY,

OF HARTFORD, CONN.

Cash Capital, $600,000.

Asscts, $88,417,038.21
Liabilities, 6,3"1 199.35
Surplus, $2,005,838.84

Life Department.

No. of-Policios written to date,

44,300
New l.ife Tusurauce written in
1833

. ) $3 645,94
Gain during year in amount in
J2,477 34

force,
Pmd Life Policy « Hulders to
23.290,147.02
l’wl Llfc Policy-Holdersin 1885 &;w 32070

Acoident Department.

No. Policies written to date, 1183318
No. written in 1835, 103,243
.\o Claima paid to (hto. 137 201

sadd in 1885, 17,538
'1‘0&.1\ Clattns paid 3,145 184
Amount paid in 1883, £3885,012.3

GAINED 1IN AssEms, GAINED IN Stnrits

GAINED 1IN NUMBER OF TOLICIES ISSCER

Garxev 1N Lire INsuraxck Watrrsy,

GAINED IN AMOUNT OF 1.1¢E INSURANCE IS
Foncr.

All claimn pald umnedntcl) on receipt

satisfactory proofs.

All I’nlicics contain Equitable Non.Forfd:
ture provisiona, Accident Claims paid
rata in event of occupation beipg chang

OB, W LT PO

{issucd commencing January 1,) will aatisfy
everybody.  Contains no bundensome
tionm or restrictis e, Cash Surrender Valos,
Pa'd. -up Poliey, or Term Insurance, at optie
of Palicy-tiol er atmounts clearly stasted @
cach Policy.

Jas. G. Patterson, mstﬂﬂodney Dennie, S
GEO. ESSON, 95 Hollis St,

Agent for Nova Socotia and P. E. Islasl




