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[ror THg cnitio.|
A PARADISE IN HALIFAX,

A visitor to Halifax should by all meaus take a walk through the Public
Gardons. Going out by Spring Garden Road wo enter from the south-cast
through a gato snd hodgo of troce loft to grow in thoir owp natural wiliness,
and giving us nv idea of tho cuchanting scono that opens to onr view when
onco wo aro within tho onclosu e.  Qur attontion is first attracted to a small
stream runuing ovor stones und forming littlo cascades under shrubs and
treos and widening out into & amall pond with an island in the contre, on
which is ¢ miniaturo mill of tho olden timo with its Jargo wheel turned by a
jet of water and ringing a beil amidst n showor of spray. As wo glanco our
eyos to tho left wo soec an immonso garden laid out on a scalo bofitling ita

" size, broad walks, botwoon carpots of softest and richest groon, laid out in
gracoful curves and winding through groves of lovely shado. Iustic scate
are placed at intervals, some in groups around old troocs, and othors alone,

* inviting us to res{ awhile. Bede of flowers of overy huo, grasses and moases
of overy shade delight tho cyo. Nor aro we chartmed more with the flowers
than with the oxquisilo taste shown in forming the beds and grouping the
flowors and moss of difforent shades. Ovals, circles, squares, and dinmonds,
oblongs, scrolle, and cornucopins, with many othors of artistic shapo aro
found with borders neatly trimmed and intersporsed with shrubs and trees
of various kinds, both indigenous and imported. Passing on wo come to n
pond that seoms from ita artistic arrangement of little bays and jutting
points, and island in the contre, to bo much larger than it is.  Tall troos and
shrubs are growing around ond ovor it, whilo swimming on its surlaco aud
feeding on its margin aro 2con n numbor of different kinds of wator fowl,
gracoful swans, bath black and white, geese and goslings, ducks and their
young, all enjoying thomsolvos to their hearts content. A short distance on
wo find anothor miniature pond bordored with sholls, and from an island in
the centro a fountain is playiug and whirling the drops of water on grass
and lillies growing around. At night tho gardens are lighted by ton strong
olectric lamps, tho rays from which as they light up the grounds and glint
through the dark groun folinge form n sconoof surpassing loveliness, By the
kindncss of Mr. Power tho mnnnger, wo learn that thero are suvontecn
acres enclosed which are kopt up and improved at an annual cost of about
four thousand dollars per annum, one half of which is contributed by the
city and the rest obtained by concerts on the grounds.

There are gardons and parks on the continont fitted up with moro lavish
art, in, marble, stone, and bronze, but none with more charming taste and
arcadian simplicity. In ono small carpet bed of star shapo thers wero
some ten or t'velve shades in oxquisito harmony of color, and composed of
10 Joss than six thousand soparate plants. The citizons of Halifax are wise
in their expenditure, and will do well to adopt the suggestious of their
enthusiaetic gardenor who lays tho parks and gardens of England and Seol-
land, France and Spain, togethor with thoso of Egypt, China and
Japan, to say nothing of Mexico and South America under contribution to
his work. A. M. S,

. >l
[ror THE cRITIC.]
OUR BOSTON LETTER.
Bosrox, Aug. 21, 1886.

The hot scason is usually a somowhat dull one in lsoston, ns in most
other places, but it hus been exciting cnough this month to suit the most
worbid of minds. Ever sinco tho month opened there has buen an endless
array of senrations of ono kind and another, and they aro now beginning
to get rather monotonous, First tho town was startled by the discoyery that
the treasurer of a great bleachery corporation was a defaultor to tho amount
of something like 400,000, and while people were just about beginning to
get interested in this affair it developed that a worwran was living almost in’
their midst who was the probable poisoner of cix or soven people. This
filled the papers with big bead lines for a while, and just as tho now scnsa-
tion was in its most interesting stago it was cclipred by tho announcemont
that another ono of Boston’s * blue bloods™ had embezzled over half a
million dollars from the corporation of which he was treasarer and disap-

red. * The culmination of this latest uffair was the suicide of the causo
of all the sensation the first of the weok. Resullant from this camo tho
suspension of one of the city's best known financial mon, and the somi-panic
in the money market eagondered by this event caused the failure of one or
two other smallor concerns, so that, altogether it has beon about as livoly a
time as Boston has ever expericuced in the “dull” season. Tho outcomo

. of the whole matter will undoubtedly be beneficial rather than serious, so
far as the goneral business world is concorned, for it will act as a thundor-
storm does in clearing the atmosphere. Tho defaleations have both boen
serious oncs, and have well nigh resulted in ruining the victimized concorns.
The case of Gray, the man who “ misappropriated  the largest sum, is a
somewhat remarkable one. e stood high in tho social scalo, was the
owner of considerable real - cstato, kept soveral fast yachts, and was in a
position to hold up his head gonerally. So truly good did he consider him-
self to bo that ho could scarcely deign to be civil * to anybody uuder the
rank of a stockbroker,” as they say in the Mikado. And yet this
aristocratic shining light was all tho timo slipping into \his own pocket
hundreds of ¢thousands of dollars of other people’s monoey, building about
him a structurc op a foundation of sand that was cortain some day to give
way snd bury him boneath its ruins. He might have lived in comfort and
happiness until he was ninoty if he had beon content ‘o live within his
means, but instead of that ho died before ho was fifty by his owa hand,
and left his once happy family in misery and disgraco forever. Thero aro
somo thitgs in this world that are unzecountabls, and why men will do such
a foolish thing as this i8 one of thom. Discovery in such cases is inevitable,

-

but tho warning is apparontly nover.poeded. The great problem of thoe day

now is how to provent such dofalcations. Porhaps tho proposed now oxtru;.
tion treaty will bo a factor in its solution t
Tur Critio, I notico, is not mpturously in love with that modern twe
odgod imnlmnom of war, tho boveott.  If it wag published in Massachiney,
it would bo ovon less in favor o it. I havo saen ono recont instanca of hyw
this namcsako of Caplain Boycolt works, and I muat confoss that the .
l\rouion I gnined of it was not n vory inspiring one, A week or so amp §
1ad occasion to go down to tho town of Peabody, whoro troublo was gy
progress among thoe employeces of the numorous tannorios that theroe alung
It sooms that tho men had boon on striko for soveral waocks, nnd that (h
manufacturers having becomo tired of the prolonged deadlock, had «yp,
ported ** o number of “~n union mon to tako tho placo of tho strikors. Thi
procoediug was so ol ...onable to the latter thay they raised a rogulie py
and mado & murderous attack wpon tho now comors, Thanks to the authy
itics, thoy did not succeed in killing any of thom, but they wero bunnd
havo rovenge in somo wanner, and so thoy iustituled n Loycoll ageinst thy
objectionables, o vigorously did thoy koop this up that tho landindy why
boarded them informoed mo that sho could not procure either grucenw,
provisions or fuel in tho wholo town, but had to send 16 miles o Tyapn
for evorything sho required. Tho strikers and thoir sympathixors oven went
so far as {o rofuso to longor trade with 2 milkman who wns s0 unfortunuy
a8 to hold a policoman’s norso for him whilo ho was ongaged in holpg ¢,
quell the riot, Tho boycott doesn't fit into thoso ninotesnth coutury timus,
What ia tho matter with the British scrvico, and patlicularly that portiwn
of it nt presont ropresonted in Ialifax? Coming down to Boston i th
Halifax steainor a wook or two ago I foll in with n rathor intoredting person.
ago, Ho wasa dosortor from the lino regimont at prosent atationed g |
Halifux, and was on his way to tho Jand of the free and no standing arms.
Desortions from tho army are common things, but his was a most peculin
ono. In the courso of a comverantion ho informed mo that if ha hal
romnined ono year lorgor he would have completed his 21t year n tia
sorvice, having ontered it whoen lio was a nicro boy, Ho had travolied aii
ovor tho world in the service, and know India and Egypt bottor than he did
England. In all this time ho had novor beon promoted and now lie wu
loaving tho ranks by stealth and with bitturness in his hoart. Ho was going
to tho Stales, he said, and never wanted or oxpocted to sco Dritish soil
again, I wondered how ho over escaped the vigilant corporal’s fruard on the
Halifax wharf looking out for just such as ho, but he did somohow. What
he told mo about the boaring of tho officors in Halifax towurd their subor
dinates would make mighty iuteresting reading for thosoe gentlomen , but
might also be provocative of a libol suit, and as tho most important witness
in tho caso has boen swallowed up in the shifting quicksands of Amcrcan
humanity, I shall no siivw tho feline to escapo from the sack. T. I, A,
——

COMMERCIAL.

Dealors claim that trade is dull.  Of course, as compared with othy
portions of the year, tho volumo of business is small. Still a lage
amount of activily provails than has beon tho case in tho closing days of
August for many yoars, A considerable amount of—woll, norvousness—
hag been oxhibited in cortain circles awing to the presoncoe of sovoral  cus
toms detectives " from St. John and elsewhero in this city. Thoy, as might
bo expected, represont themselvas as engaged in various lines of * legitimate”
teade, but as their personel is woll known it is not probablo that they will
succced in “discovering” anything uuloss tho clews aro placed mn their
hands. Forewarned is foroarmed, and tho local smugglers aro ovidontly on
tho alert and will not Lo caught napping. The ¢ dotectives,” howover,
claim to have a lot of “brokon threads™ in their possession which they
think they can weave together so as to ontrap somo woll-known dealers.
Thoy promiso startling rovolations bofore long, but decline to furmsh any
dotails at present.

Farmors aro still engaged in attending to their ripening crops, and they
oxpect to roalizo well on thom, as pricos promise to bo favorablo and the
yicld will be largo. It isto bo hoped that thoy will heed tho advice given
last week, and sell promptly whenover they have a ¢ fair offer.,” The yicld
of the entire world for 1356 is cetlain to bo an abundant ono and fancy
prices aro not to bo looked for,

Whilo it is truo that Russia appoars to bo ondeavoring to recopou the
¢ Lastorn Quostion,” and has administered  * feolor * to both England and
Germouy by the Batoum and tho Bulgarian incidonts, it is not proballe -
that war will result in the immediate futuroe. Thereforo any who hold in the
hope that such a war will unsettle ruling prices in an upward direction will
bo foolish in doing so. “ A bjrd in the hand is worth two in tho bush’
and our farmors will find that cash in the hand this fall is worth moro tha
grain or hay in the barn.

" REal Esrate—Tho woek has beon quict in this lino. Some sml
trnsactions have transpired, but the call has somowhat slackened of.
Vory fow propertics havo changed hands, and those on private toris. The
lady managers of the Convent of the Sacred Hoart have sccured ¢ Sher
wood " (ncar the Four Mile House) and purpose establishing their academy
for young ladies there. It is admirably suited for tho purpose,

GRoceries.—Sugars havo been quite dopressed, and the, tone of the
market is not hopoful. The West Indian, Malaysian, and European crop of
cano and boot sugars will bo larger than over boforo, and as they came ik
tho ficld and compoto with stocks held over figures must tumble. Molasses
sympathizo with sugar, and aro falling, Sugar is now vory choap, aud as it
promises to reach a still lowor lovel, o mission of molassos as & swee - °
appears to he drawing to a closs, Tea has fluctuated considerably . 3
the past week, but the panic noted in our last has subsided, and tho .
is firmar than at our last writing. The spice crop will bo an onorwous
and prices will probably relo low for the next year.




