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about 180 miles, whilo the mouth of St
Maty's River, the entranco to Lake Supe.
rior, is 110 iles to tho Northward, Tho
only dofénces to tho Straits of Mackinaw is
to be found on the island at their Eastern
entrance, but as there is navigable water on
ovory sido they could offer no serious ob.
struotions to Guuboats—and tho conso.
quoncos of baving tho rich cities on tho
shores of Lake Mickigan o/ the mercy of
squadron of thoso hornots can bo easily
snticipated; and tho effect on the issucs of
the contest would boe similar to the capture
of Now Orloane during the lato civil war,

It would appoar then, by a judicious comn
bination of Naval fand Military oporations,
that » thorough systein of defence, dapted
to the social condition and means of the
people of Canada, can be easily devised and
that the resources of the Empire in wmen,
money or material noed not be seriously
diminished by the operation.

There can bo no doubt of the fact that the
poople of British North America are willing
and eéager to tako ‘their proper position on
this ‘questidn of defenco, and they require
nothing from Great Britain beyond tho duty
sho owes to her own intogrity and the sup-
port of her Naval supromacy.

A full consideration of all the circum-
stuiices of this question of defence shews
that there is only one vulnerable point in
the whole, and that is s6il consecrated by
the bldod 'of lieroes. The position of the
Maratime Proviness renders their defence
a matlét of mere naval oporations, and
as ' the military operations would be
in =, 2at measurs local, it is not tikely the
Provincos of Quseboc or Ontario would re.
quire assistanco from them; but woald pro-
bably boablo to render assistance if required.
Thercfora thoy heve been entirely excluded.
It behaves the people of Canada to seo that
some system of organization based on the
principles skotched out or some other botter
mode be adopted, and that the defence of
the Dominion be no longer a question of
speculation. Their present commercisl and
other interest demand atteniion to some
such measure—on which their future pros.
perity depends.

WILD LANDS.

Wo are glad to sco the Ontario Legislature
has taken tho first stop towards opening up
the wild lands of that province to the settler
and emigrant, This is & subject of such
paramount importance to a now country
that themost liberal terms should he offered
to secure a fair portion of the vast wave of
immigration which annually rolls westward
froin the shores of Europo, and whick has
been a great source of power and wealth to
the United Su ¢es. Theroare in Canada im-
mense tracts of unsettied lands which, in-
stead of being allowed to remain o howling
wilderness, should be thrown open to sottle-
ment by the hardy dnd willing sons of toil
from Europe who hiow only make uso of our

selves farther west into the American union
where thoy go to swell its gigantic power. '
This should not be, wo have Jands equally
good and better to tempt them to remain
upon our soil; our taxes oro infinately
lightor, our climato the hoalthiest in tho
world, and our laws and institutions overy
way suporior to those of the United States;
therofore if we wors only to placo s wiid
lands in cqual competition, ns rogards price,
with thoso of the Wostern States there can
bu no doubt but tho tido of omigration which
now only flows through our country would
Lo turned into tho avenues of wealth and
plonty which nre at prosent virtually closed.
Evory one who iz at all familiar with the
history of America, and who has studied the
toans by which its wonderful progress has
been maustained, must know that it is to tho
overflow of the old world that the great
prosperity and advancemont of American
communities is due. Should the liboral
torms embodiedin the resolutions lnid before
the untario Legwslature be adopted, thero
can bo no doubt whatever but a very fow
years would sco o vast improvement in the,
as yot, unsettled portions of that province,
which would by this means acquive an ncces-
sion of strength and prosperity heretofore
unequalled. Entoringas waare upon anow
stato of polifacal existonce, it is our great
duty so to disposs the means at our com.
mand that all possible sources of futurc
Strength may bo made available. And, as
we aro situated in a position of peculiar diffi-
culty in our relations to Great Britain and
the United States, we should deem no sacri-
fico too great, that would in any degree as-
sist us in securing permanently those insti-
tutions under which we havo lived so long
contentedly and prospercus. As thisisa
subject.which is intimately connected with
the question of defence, and one bearing
directly upon the wmeans which must be
hereafter provided to extend and perfect
the means of intercommunion, (apart alto-
gether from its huportance in an agricultural
and commercial sense,) wo hope to sco sach
action taken upon it as will give good hiopes
of seeing our vast unoccupied territory the
home of a thriving and patriotic pepulation.
This subject naturally recalls our attention
to the question agitated some time ago, in
reference 10 yewarding Volunteers for their
services by free grants of land. This idea
is 80 good that it should not be lost sight of
for want of somo one to bring it before the
Legislature. Some provision should be made
for those who give their time and attention,
not to say money and labour, to the public
service ; for our country, poor in other things,
is rich in land and should not grudge a por-
tion to those who deserve it so much. In
the surveying of every township there should
be o “Volunteors Reserve,’ which should
be bestowed upon such members of the force
as have served a prescribed number of years
or who have otherwise proved their claims

| Railvoads and Canala to transport them |This would provoe of vast bonefitto tho forco

and provide onc of the best means for keep-
ing tho ranks always filled with the best
sirength of the country. Voluntooring asa
systowy, in tinues of pence, which may vevaer.
theless bo the prelude to war, requires sup-
port and envouragement, and as our groat
reliance will bo in tho future, as in tho past,
upon this portion of tho population of tho
country it is the duty of tho Government to
inaugurate such a system of reward as will
naturally lead overy member of the force to
look forward to somo return for the timo
and labour ho may bestow in preparing to
dofond his country. Viowed in this light
the question of Wild Lands, may bo made
availablo so as to doubly serve the interest
of the nation, and we hope . Legislatures
of the difterent provinces will act upon an
idena, which is well worthy of their onreful
attention.
NATURALISED CITIZENS.

‘Tho subject of the rights of nafuralised
citizens of tho United States is an old quos-
tion revived under a new aspect, and as on
a former time it led to a foolish and dis.
tressing war it is just within tho region of
possibility that, taken with other causes of
quarrel, it may lead to a serious breach of
friendly rolations between England and tho
United States. The former power holds the
doctrine of perpetual citizenship in common
with the other Europoan powers, and aftirms
that no citizen can absolve himself of his
allegiance. Although he may leave his
country and settla in a foreign land for any
number of yeurs, yet on his return he at
once assumes the position and responsibil.
ities of a citizon of England. Prussia and
other Gorman powers go still farthor than
Great Britain, and in time of war call upon all
thoso belonging to them who, although re.
siding in a foreign country, arve drafted by
conscription into theservice, to return unde
pain of certain penalties. A manmay leave
tho three Kingdoms and go to the United
States, where ho becomes a naturalized aiti-
zen ; very good, so long as he remaitis in the
United States, but should ho return to Great
Britain he returns & British subject, and it
is not necessary for him to become re-natur-
alized. 7This is the doctrine the Government
of England has over maintained, but the
United States (or rather the ranting dema-
gogues of that country, for it is very hard
to know wkat the United States maintains
as either law or doctrine on any subject,)
seems to hold the contrary, declaring that
every man has the right to change his
nationality, and that all American citizens,
whether native born or naturalized, are
entitled to tha protection of the Government
under any circumstances. Uf the justice of
their view of the question they have .yat to
convinco the British Government. When
one hears so much about tho rights ot Ame.
rican citizens he naturally enquires:—who-
are those citizens about whom thero is so-

upon the country for substantial reward.

much bother? and we find them to be



