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liamentary inquiry, for it is one of no amsll
importanco, and could bo undertalen only
by tho Government. UOur correapondont
tho voteran Major Haviland, in n recent
letter to ue, points out thedisidvantoges ot
scarlet ns o military colour, enumornting,
amongst othors, its linbility to tura black
in this smoky climate, to spot with sea
waler, snd (o mako its wearer a visiblo
warlke to o sharp sighted enemy. Itis truo
that tho mujor enutnerates theso disndvans
tagos of scatlot ua a ronson {or its non.adop
tion by Voluntoers, but wa must point out
thnt theso ohjections are cqually valid
sgainat its uso in the Lino.

‘Tho associations connectod with the
colour are however, so varied and impor
tant that wo offer no strong opinion with ro*
gard toa change. Wo only desire to om®
;}hnnis tho point to which wo have nlluded.

bo conditions of the caso aro wholiy alter-
od sinco scmlet ens fixed upon s the
uational colour. But whether s changois
mado or not wo aro suro that the best
public apinion,both in the Araiy and outof it
will cheetfully yinld 1o the Auxiliary forces
their common right to wear the common
oolour —Brocd Arroa, 151 May.

—— e awm

Naval Guus,

Attontion has been 1moroe than once
direoted in these columnus Lo tho expediency
of introducing a greater amount of 05 oper
ation than at present cXists between the
War Offico and the Admiraltv, inasmuch as
ip consequencoe of thoinsular position of
this country weean engage 1n no oporations
of war, cither defensive or offeasive, with
out both our naval nud mintary establish.
ments being eslled moro or less into play.
Nevortheless, although some general ad
ministrative improvemcats of this kind ap-
pear desireable, it is somewhat curious to
noto that in ono particular und very im-
portant matter, namely, artillery, thero
n0w exists what might at liest sight b
looscly termed almust too much coopera:
tion between the Army and Navy, although
‘he real stato of nifairs would bo moie uce
ourately described by stving that sutficient
attention is not pawd 0 the respectivo and
oftan different requirements of ithe two
Services in tho muatter of ordnauce; that
the military authorities, #s represented by
the Royal Artillery and the Woolwsich
officials, havo t00 coxclusive a voico in the
mauer, to tho prejudico of naval nterests ;
and that accordingly there is after all no
real co-operation between the Wur Qffico
and the Admiralty as regarda the manutice
turo of heavy guns but simply & tacit dis
position to allow tho respectivo cluims of
the Army and Navy in connection with tho
quostion to be injudicisously confounded
and regarded as identical; the nmulitary
authorities, as just indicated, laying down
the law, and dictating the cosrse to be pur
sued with referency to tho subject. Ina
word, tho princple therlo acied upon,
with referenco to the construction of heavy
guns, ssems to a greaxtoxtent to buvo been
that o good guu for the Army must no-
cessarily rlso be n ~ood gun for the Navy,
It is ensy Lo aoe how this notion has avisen,
namoly, from ths fact that all our guas,
whether for Iand or sca-service, como from
Woolwich, which is essentislly a 1ad ariil-
lery estublishment, swhile the breswing up
fo tho dockyards thiero and at Deptford bas
tended 10 somo cxtent to widen the treach
batween tho arsenal authorities and the
Navy, 1t will b well if tho new Naval
Collego at Greenwich shall aot in some de-

greo ns a corrootive in this reapoot, by «deo

veloping nmong tho naval oflicers atudying
at that tnstitution an interost in the manu

facturo of ordnance nes carried on in the
neighbouring workshops.

Tho recont paper on # Naval Guus” vead
by Mr. Scott Russell, at ¢hie Royal Unitod
Servico lustitution, aud tho motion made
o tho ITonse of Lords by tho Duke ot
'Somorsot for a return of full particulars
respecting tho difforent classesof gans nown
in uso in tho Navy scvem to ind cuae tha
tho question of guns for sca servico will r
ceivo ero long special attention, on its ow:
merils, apart from tho ordnanco for land-
service.

Thero has of lato been an attempt to gnt
up a panioc about breech loading rersus
muzzle-londing for henvy guns  We have
been told that France, Germay, and [taly
in consequoncoof the lessonsof the Frinco
German war, have adopted the broechload-
ing system at great cost, and that we,
through our pertintcious ohstinacy my ud
hering. in tho fuco of tius fact, to muzzle
londing, aro jeopardising our arbllery—
tnthorto the main feature in our warlike
establishments which wo could point to with
pride and satisfaction. Ylowevor, ou the
principle of considering tho respective
ordoanco requirements of tho Army and
Navy soparately it is apparent that * the
lessons of the Franzo German war" have no
gtent bearing on the quostion of naval gup-
nery, for there wero no nuval engagementa
during that conflict. In so far as thoy can
be appealed to, thoy toll, if anything, rather
against tho breechloading system, asox
emphlied in tho guns manufactured by
Krupp, gomo 200 of which are said to have
burat, or otherwise committed sutcide, dur
ingtho war. Now in theso days, when ships
of war carry 50 few guns compared twith
former times, it is 2 serious matter for even
ono of them to bedisabled, and nccordingly
sttength and simplicity of action, coupled
with penetrating power and general ofii-
ciency, nro the gront requisites 1 a good
navalgun.  Captiio Selwyn, R. N., express
ed this in admirable tormsat a mecting o}
tha United Service Institution, in Februasy,
1872, when hoeaid : ¢ I vant s gun which
will stand tho most hard wenr, the mosi
wear aud tear with tho least danage, wifich
witl give tho best gencral resalts, and which
willl bo rendy at all times for rction ; and
which will uot be prouably liable in the
hieay of nction to report from the guunery
officer to the comwunding oilicer, ‘Threr
guus disabled, and you have oaly got four.’
Just picture tho comm mding oflicer of a
ship receiving such a roport ' Now, our
m.zzie.loading guns unquestionably possess
theso great advantages of strensth and
simplicity. the only ohjeation bemng the
diticulty of sponging, loading, and ram-
ming homo tho clhargo in the caso of the
heavier calibres; but oven this point has
been made rather too much ofiat «ll events
u3 respects tho guns uoder thirly fivo tons
It should bo remembered that tho muzzle:
loading system was notadopled without the
most caroful consideration, the wholo sub-
ject having been caretally invostigated bo-
tween the yoars 1854 and 18iU by numerous
comuittees, who reported unanimoualy and
with wvonder{ul unanimity ne regards ind:
vidual members, 11 favour of muzzle load
crs.  Although tho Navy was inadequately
ropreseatod ut somo of theso inquiries, yet
thero wus nobreechlonder suggested at any
of them which would beave proved superior
for naval -purposes !, the guns now on
board Her Mxjosty’s ships. It 1a said that
better breccblorders ocould now bs con-

atruoted than thoso whioh woro then deoid-
od ngainst ; ifso, wo are glad to hearit, for
it is ovident that tho Duko of Somorset is
correct in his racont nsserlion that *‘a
Droper hreechloador is, after all, the gun for
the Navy.” It cannot, howevor, be denied
that tbhis proper  breechloader is as yot
merely an idea which has nover actuaily
boen fully and satisfnctorily realized, For
naval purposes it must bo both strong and
simple, in spite of the practical and sensible
romacls mado by Capt. Scott, R. N, on
Me., Scott Rusaoll's rocont papor, to the
effect that “now, when wo have got coms
plicated bydeaulic carriages, it is high time
to go into brooch loaders.” That romark
must not bo takon to imply that with
hydraulic carringos it does not mattor hos
farther complicated the breechioading ar-
rangement of a paval gun may become,
‘Lhis would bo a strangotallacy. for if we are
compelled to uso ‘* complicated hydraunlio
carriages” in ordor {o work the heavy guns
notv carried, thore 1s all the more reason
for mmking the guus themselves as
strong and simple in coostruction as

possible.  Complication, In itselt, is an
evil, though sometimes a necegsary
ovil. On the whole, it must be as.

lenowlodged that a case has been made out
foran inquirv us to whother it is possible
10 construct ‘*a proper broechloader” for
the Nuvy, nnd this can only bo deotermined
alter exhaustive oxperimonts. As these
ordnanco investigitions will by undertaken
for the juint benefit of both Services, it is
10 be hoped that the interests of the Navy
may be moro largely represeniod and con-
sidered than has been the case on former
oc-asions of n similar description.—~Broad
Arroe.

Loxuox, June 25 —Advices from Celout.
ta recoived this morning are reassuring,
and atato that the probabilivy of an Anglo
Burmeso war nowhere exists, and that the
hosule movements on the Clinese and Bur.
mah fiontiers havo consed. Itis officiully
aunounced that the King of Burmah had
gwen n satistactory oxplanation of his
courso to Sir Douglass Forsyth, British
Eavoy. Durmah further agrees to allow
tho Batish to pass through the Northern
tecritory into Western Chioa if necossary ;
it al0 admuts tho Indepondence of the
Karena terrttory and agrees 0 respect it
hiereafter.  War nowis considered impro-
bable. Confidenceis returning in business
arrcles here, which were groatly depressed
over tho warliko situation. Advices from
China say the disorder in Chin Kiang grow-
ing out of the arrost of two soldiers for in-
sutting the American Coosul and his wife,
has subsided. And the concentration of
Chincso troops at tbat point nas been dis*
continued. The Chinese Government has
agreed to apologize and make roparation,
and Burmah has agreed to reader = satise
factory cxplanation to the Anglo-Indian
Government.

Iron Duke, 14, double-iron scrow ship.
The London correspondent of tho Hamp*
hire Telegraph says :—¢ [ hear from tne
fron Dulz that thoy expect to tako a high
placo in tho roturn ot prizefiring for tho
yoar 1874, the practico having been excep*
uonally good.” ~ This system of prizs firing
undoubtedly works much benefit by stimu:
laiog a healthy competition betwsen tho
ships of the fleot, and Captain Hood muy
coongratulato himself on the succeta of the
schomo a3 developed uuder his guidancs
when holding tho sppointment of Diractor
of Naval Ordnancs,



