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The Problem of the Unemployed—in Our
Churches.
By Rev, ¥, E, CLark, D.D.,
Founder Christian Endeavor Sociely .

The problem of the unclnplof-od is ongaging tho attention of tho
imdustrinl world everywhere,  In Australia, a country which has so
much in common with these Unitod States of Americen in which wo
live, I found that the prohlom of tho unemployed wasa most sorious
and acuto one.  Owing to the financial distress whick for somo time
hind prevailod mon wore out of work and were parading the streots
in organiznd companies nskiug for work or asking for bread,

Engiand and Iant:o. Germaonia and Ru sia, and all the other
continontal nations bave had to cope with this problem of the
uncmployed.  Evenin Canada, which God has so bountifully blessed,
this problem 18 nol an unknown one, though perhaps as little is
known of it hiore as in any land beneath tho sun.  But the problem
of the unemployed in not confined to tho industrinl world. It is
found 1n all our churches, and 1s the chronic problem which attends
cvery great roligions enterprise. It is casy enough for n certain
wifted few to find employment n religious work. The over-loaded
pastor 18 asked to take new burdens, the deacons and elders, and
atowards and Sunday school superintendents aro loaded down often-
1unes alinost to tho point of exhaustion.

‘Tho problem is not to find work for these already over-worked
mon, but for the rank and file, tho average men and women, the
coung men and women, the inconspmicuous, tho shrinking, the
imuh ul.  7To solve thus problem the Endeavor

Then thero aro unomployed powers of Lonoflcenco which have
nover been used as they might for the advancament of tho Mastor's
kingdom, Wo have been content to play with the subjoot of mls.
sions, Wo have given pennics whon we shonld have given dimes
and dimes when we should have flven dollara, A now tnd blossod
orn of wiaer benevolenco is being ushored in, It fs no longer
respectablo for a rich man to dio and leave milllonn of dollnrs to hiy
own immediato family without rememboring the general publiogood,
Ono of theso days it will not be respactable for & pour man to live
and not do some good with tho incoms that I intrustod to him
according to his moans.

Wo have talked about two cents a woek for misslonn, By somo
bleased procesa of evolutien this sumn will bo Inoreasod ono of thoso
d?ya to 82 a week for sommo of us and $200 n wouk for others
cf us.

I havo been doing a little sum in montal arithmetio lately,
Among our 1,000,000 membors thera aro at lonat 300,00 income
carners.  Tho average incomo of these Christinn Mndonvorers 18 not
less than 8500 a year. That wncans that thoso Chrlstlan youn
people nrommmgntthovor(\; least the enormoun atin of $160,000,000,
evory twelve months. no tenth of this sum would monn
$15,000,000 for missions, far moro than s givon hy all tho Uving
men and women of the United States of “morlen and Cannde to-dny
for these purposcs  Oh, when will wocall into uso theso utiemployed
forces which are lyingidlo in our pockot hooka and send thum about
doing good like Cromwell’s silver snints, what hovolned fnto monoy
and sent about their business.

Once moro there are unemployed forcos of followahip for us to
use. Wo havo not begun to exhaust tho putritiony which our
Father in Heaven has given us in thia rorpoot.  \Whint o blessed
thinF it is that here wo can moet in our hlesaod Intordonominantienal
brotherhood and make one fuct snore prominont than any othor,
that fact that wo aro all Christians, Wo aro Mothudists an

Socioty haa set itaclf resolutely to work, and
in ten thousand churches all over the world
1 beliove it has practically for n multitude of
young peoplo solved tlns problem of ever
1NCrensing seriousncess.

The pray er-meeting pledgoapplies 1o evory
one In the weekly prayer service ever) ono
however young or bashful, or inoxpericnewd,
haa sowo part to take,

At tho consecration meeting the name of
overy aetivo membor 1a called and hisiniivid-
ual responsibility is thrusc upon him. He is
for a moment at leas! taken out of the ranks
of the unemployed and given something to
do ** For Christ and the Churchh.” The 1dea
of the comnuttee work is the very same, to
provide some su'tableand u{)proprmlo emplay-
ment for overy member  In the ideal socioty
some place to work will be found for overy
member.

These things I beliove aro estabhished in
tho Christian ﬁindcavor movement. These
ave the first principles on whichit resta.  The
battle for tho Eudeaver Socioty has waged
around the pledge. It has beon laughed at
and sneered at, Ind one side and ignored, but
renerally ain tho end it has been accepted
honruly and enthusiastically o it is with
the consccration meeting wnd the different
farms of committee work. All theeo things
we will hold to no less tenaciously than of olﬁ. .
These ure tho very foundation on which the movement rests.
Tacse matters are established if any thing can bo eatablished. Yot
whilo wo hold as tenacioualy as ovor to these established principles
11t not time for us to go on to other things and to uso the strength
and love and inspiration which have come from these fundamental
ideas in & wider service for ochurch and country and Christ. Let us
extend our work and bring in our unemployed resources. The
problemofthounemployedassumesnew phaseswhich woeannotignoro.

‘There are employed pow ers of good citizenship which we should
uso for the Master's sake  If the hosta of Christian Endeavorers in
all Ameriea, 1,900,000 atrong, should rosolve that, they would never
cast their vote or u L0 thar .atlucuce n any way for tho olection of
a bad man or for the promntion of a bad political measure our halls
of legislature would very soon he wonderfully purified. 1 am not
advacating n new political party or the massing of all Christian
Endoavorers in any one political party that now oxists, but I am
advoeating that upon which we can nl% agree, the support of good
men and good measures and cternal opposition to bad men and bad
measures 1n our own party and in overy other.

The croation of a mighty {)uhlic sentiment among the growing
hosts of \'mm§ people 1s possible, a sentiment which is absolutely
ienmstible, which wall make bad men tremble and good men honored
and the samts and angels above rejoice, :

AMter the wonderlul consention in Now York City of 1592 the
secular papera all over the country contained n thair editorial
columus the sentiment that a new moral foree was rising up within
the Innd, that the yonng people were bocoming awakened to their
moral aud rehigious and political duties as never before, that this
sontiment must be reckoned with m the future by all political
parties. that bad men could not be elected in the future days when
these soung people came nto power, and that iniquitous legistatien
would be defeated and wonld defeat the party that proposed it ns
surely an 1t was attempted. Lot us mako this pmpﬁoov a reality
for the glad days that arc te come, *
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Boptists, Presbytorians and Covgrogutionnl.
ists, Lutherana and Quakors nnd 'j)luolplca of
Christ, but hero wo havo comy together on a
broad platform of common aurvive,

Wo cannot wll agroo In our oreod, Wo
cannot agree in our chureh polity or forn of

overnment, but wo can ngroo In Christian
indeavor. Tis 18 moro than n moro con-
lomeration of young pooplu's soclutios, Tt
18 n union of societica of Chirlatian Endeavor,
which is a vastly differont thing.

Whatever denominationn! namo wo may
ba known by Chnistian Fndeavor- Christinn
Setvico —is the common donaminator, This
is & union ana a feliowship whioh tho worid
has not known before.

It is a vory atriking thing that of all
countries [ have vinited, ‘T'urkoy, undor tho
reactionary rule of tha thuid tyrant who
roigns at Constantinoplo, In tho only land
where Christinn Endeavor {2 not allowed to
exist by governmontal ediot and tho renson
is that tho Sultan is afrafd of aur fellowship,
of our united work, of onr combination to-
gother in Christ'a gervico.

What the Sultan doos not want, Chris.
tians do want. Thank God that tils follow.
ship is %rowin;: widor with overy rlsing sun,
society has been adopted and endorsed by no
less than cleven avangelioal dvnominntions in
Amcrica, and by msny others in Australia
and England, whilo thero i tho United
Socinty for China, another for Japan, and tho work Ia belug pushed
in Indis, Madagnscar and all the world areund, Stuse tho‘{lrst day
of last July we%m\'o added 4,000 societion and 200,000 membors to
our ranks.” For this growing fellowship lot us thank (lod that the
problom of these unemployed followships of tho past Is boing
solved,

But our work will not be dono until every Chureh of our lLord
Jesus Christ is included i this fellowship end in this vital union of
Christian Endeavor we ah advance toguther against tho unitod ranks
of the common cnemy of all mghteousness. Who will forbid the
banns that the young peoploof all evangelical aenominntionns should
uot be united together? Whd will weaken or strivo to rond our
fellowship in two? Who will take the responslbility of keoping n
single company of young people out of this glorious followahip tﬁnt
desires to umtonat ? .

At the great international convention in Cloveland next July,
which promises to cxceed all its great predocoasors, one hundred

‘diplomas " will be given. .

X huge rolo of honor will also 3,5 preparedt on whioh will be
mscrihcftho namo of overy society that gives 810 or moroe through
its own denonunational board for homo or foreign misstons duriy
the coming year I hope that overy society in this qrovmco wi
have its namo inscribed on this roll of honor, Theso diplomas and
bauncrs will be - sthing in themsclves, but simply oxprossions of
tho carnest work aud purpose of Christian Endunvor hosts to solve
tho proplem of the uncmplo{cd, to bring into uxo our powors of
Goo({’ Citizenship, of practical beneficence, uf onlargnl fellowship,
which are all inspired b and rooted into tho spiritual purposo of
the socicty, for which tho Pledge and tho Consecration Meeting and
the Lookout Committee have ever stood.  May Ood grant that o
glorous year of work may attend the efforta of every socloty, and
that every member may contribute his quota of offort to tho prac.
tical solution of tho problem of tho unemployed forces of Christ's
Church,




