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A anﬂege and a Duty

T is but reasonable that the Church should feel the
effects of the general deprossion of business which
provails over the Dominion. Industry is retarded, means
of living reduced, and the Church, in common with other
intorests end institutions, suffers. Provided the situation
is vieswod in the proper light no cause of complaint will ve
to those who ploco the work of the Church foremost in
their thoughts, But if the pruning knife of economy is
applied first and heaviast on the Schemes of the Church,
there would be just ground of protest. Times are hard,
and every extravagance must be lopped off' ; careful living
and placky effort are required to pull business through, yet
no obligation is more binding on a man than that placed
upon him by his duty to God. The Church is retrenching
in overy department. Accounts are keonly scrutinized,
cstimates closely pared down, only the most pressing needs
arc attended to, so that it may be possible to make the
domands on the peoplo as light as possible, This ought to
be appreciated by those concerned, as it doubtless is, and
thoe hunds of the various committees should be strengthened
by a supremo effort to raise the necessary funds for the
Church. The depression of trade, it is generally believed,
will be of short duration, and the additional self-sacrifice
tully paid up subscriptions would entail, would not be for
long. ‘To be short of funds, if for one year only, would tell
heavily on the Church. The effect would be felt for years,
while, on the other hand, the inconvenience of parting with
the usual amount for the cause of God would be but very
tompornry. The sacrifice that would bs involved weuld be
n ULlessed one, for the faith is weak indeed that
cannot aco the gracious effect of cheerful giving. It isun-
nocessary to say that no better investment can be made than
that made for the cuuso of Christ and His Church.
Humanly speaking, the spiritual value of a gift isin pro-
portion to the hardship involved in tho giving of it. That
is the moral of the s.ory of tho widow's wmite. The Church
has a most favourable opportunity of showing the stuff she
is madoof. To hold hor owr. against the obbing tide would
prove to the world thostrength of her lifa. That her noods
aro urgent onc has only to think of her work in the Home
and Foreign Mission ficlds, her obligations to her widows
and orphans, to her nged and infirm ministers—hoaoured
Iabourers in tho vincyard, whoso years he hoavy on them—
her colleges, her work among the French, and her many
other undertakings., That the spirit of liborality, a deep
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sonso of duty and a desiro to give to the Lord may provail
80 as {o preduce the requisite means will be the prayer nf
the Church at tho present time.

The Higher Criticism.
T is supposed the Briggs caso will have passed through
an intoroating stage of its course this weok bofore the
Synod of New York, which is mocting at Rochester. On
the result thero, it i expocted, the future of tho question,
so far as Dr. Briggs is concerned, will largely depend. If
he carries, now life will be given to his hopes; if defeated,
his caso will appear hopoless. The matter is thus argued
bocause Dr. Briggs claima his chief support in the Now
York bounds. The debate ocght to bo protty evenly
balanced, the Now York Presbytory having secured a strong
delegation of brethren known to be opposed to the views
of Dr. Briggs. Whilo the Church courts aro thus dealing
with the case in a formal manner, able writers aro
busy in the religious periodicnls defending and attacking
the position onall sides. The questions raised by Dr.
Briggs in his books and utterances are fertile of hostile
criticism. In the Reformed and Presbyterian Review, Dr.
Green, of Princoton, attacks the ** Higher Criticism of the
Hexateuch,” by Dr. Briggs, with singular skill and vigor.
The article is worth reading by those who have read the
book. Its tone and mapner will be zeen from this short
extract : ‘It is a serious mistake to reject a valuable in-
strument because it has been misapplied. The Higher
Criticism is simply a scientific method of inguiring into and
ascortaining the facta reapecting the books of the Bible.
I proper methods aregursued great results will be renched.
The true way to deal with a ¢radical and revolutionary
theory' like the development hypathesis is, as Dr. Briggs
well says (p. 98), ¢tolook the factsin the face, and in-
quire whethqr the theory of the school of Reuss accounts
for them in whole, or in part, orat all’ Noone who hasa .
sincere faith in the Bible will hesitate to say amen to those
noble words. The cause ofthe Bible can novbe damaged by the
frank acceptance of the truth in criticism, or in any other
branch of scientific inquiry. It may beand it has been dis-
credited in the estimate of intelligent and thoughtful men to
their own unspeakable injury by the blind and obstinate
hostility of professed advocates of rveligion to clearly estab-
lished truths, as though they were antagonistic to the Bible.
Beyond question Dr. Briggs is honestly aiming to defend
tho rovealed Word of God ai:d evangelical religion against
the hostile attacks of a destructive and revolution-
ary criticism. Convinced that the critics have estublished
much that is at varianco with what has been currently
believed hitherto raspecting the origin and structur~ of the
books of the Bible, by is persuaded that the only honest
and safe course is frarkly to accept these corclusions and
adjust the belief of the Church accordingly. He confi.
dently maintaing that nothing which is essential to tke
Christian fuith will be lost by so doing; while, if this is
not done, the Bible will be put in apparont opposition to
the suro results of modern scholarship, to the serious dis-
advantage of the Christian faith, a disadvantage to which
it cannot rightfully be subjected. This is an intelligible
position. It is conscientiously taken, and it is entitled
to respectful consideration. If it can be shown
that critical conclusions do not affect the Christian
faith, that the latter will romain intact whatever be the
results nt which the Higher Criticism may arrive, that
the great verities of our religion are quite inde-
pendent of all quostions of the dato and authorship and
litorary character of the books of the Bible, a decisive peint



