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PSALM YOR CHRISTMAS DAY,

FalxesT of motning lights appear,
Thou Dlestand gaudy day,”

On which was born our Saviout dears
Atise and come away

This day prevents 1kis day of doom §
ilis metey mow is nigh

The mighty God of 1ave is come,
The f).\ysp:ing from on high,

Iehotd the great Creator makes
Limsell an house of clay,

A robe of virpin-teh He takes
Which e will wear for aye

ek, hark, the wise Eiernal Word
[ike & weak infant cricd;

In form of senvant §4 the Lotd,
And Guod 1o cradie hies,

This wonder struck the world amazed,
It shook the starry frame 1
wadrons of apirits stood and gazed,
Sq’l‘hen down, {:\ troops they came.
Glad shepherds san to view this sight }
A choit of angelssings ]
And eastern sages with debight
Adore this King of kings,

Join then, all heatts that are not stone,
And all our voices prove,
“To celebrate this Loly Qac,

{ peace and love, 1
The Godof pe =T, Pestel, ¢. 1600

* Gawdy day, festival,

Fer Tix Pressvissian Review,
INDWELLING SIN AND CHRIS-
TIAN PERFECTION.

k.
BY JAMES MIDDLERISS, DDy

Tret BELIEVER'S FILiAL RELATION TO
GoD.~1T3 PRIVILEGES AND CrLAIMS.
—PERFICT MATURITY NoT A PrEs
ENT ATTAINMENT.—ARMINIAN ER
®OR BEGGING TiE QUESTION,
“Pirat God does not in this life ex-

tinguish sin in the Christian believer

adds, as has been said, nothing to the
essential mystery of the existence of
sin. It is no small retief to know that,
while its -extinction.is one of the re.
serves -of - His- grace, He will surely
“overrulé for good the sin whose exist-
ence ‘and ioperation- are pernitted” in
thé present state.  Even now, strange
as it may appear to some, and much as
some may abuse God's permission of
sin, the belicver finds that it is being
overruled for good, both his own and
that of others. That God permits sin
1o dwcllin us, 2nd to operate continu-
ally, according to the law of its nature,
against our spiritual interests, 12sults
inour attainment of a knowledge of
sin, and of the grace of God in Christ,
which we can hardly think to be at-
tainable otherwise.  What believer
knows anything of siu and grace on his
first acguaintance with Christ, com-
pared with the knowledge he attains in
his conflict with the sin that dwells in
him, and which, through the Spirit, he
daily montifics, in the confidence of the
perfect deliverance in reserve for him ?

And how cxemplary in relation to

others is the Christian saint’s conflict

with the sin that dwells in him.

We propose in this paper to con-
sider the subject of sin in the believer
in conunection with filial rclation to
God. ‘The right apprehension of our
relation to God as His children is, we
cannot but think, fitted to confirm usin
the truth in relation tothe subject we
are now dealing with. .

From the time when being a wretch-
cd and helpless outcast infant, or as
the believer after Paul may be réady
to say of himself, an abortive, the em-
phasis of helplessncss, God in sover-
vign yrace takes him up and makes
him His own (Ezek. xvi, 8 ;i Cor. xv.

8) he is a son of God under the

training of his Father in Heaven, He
does ngt stand to God merely in the

relation of a subject to a sovereign, to
whose clemency he owes the patdon of

all his offences, and to whose goodness
he is indebted for daily favours.
js, indeed, and can
subject. But he is far more.
conceivable that we

eat. Thah

Him, who,

quately appreciate.  But,
what manner of love

bestowed on us that we should

#To as many asteceived Him,
gave He pawer to
God,” John i. 14
docs not, in bein
be a subject, he
and claims that do not

He
can never cease to be, a
It is
might have
owed nothing more to the mediation
of Christ than the rectification of our
subject-relation to God.  And the ob-
ligation would have been unspeakably
instead of being crimin.
als under sentence of death, weshould
be justified in virtue of our union with
being made sin for us, can-
celled our condemnation by His death,
and rose as o::;'l justiﬁed‘élead. wered a

ivi which we could never ade-
privilege et e
the Father hath !
d be|himself wholly up to God to be guid
calied the sons of God," 1. John il 1.
tothem
become the sons of

While the believer
madea son, cease to
a8 as & ton privileges
pertain to bim
as a subject, He iy now under pater-

nal law, the law of his Father's house,
which includes all the precepts of the
moral law, and which is also called the
faw of Christ, because of the high obli.
gation to obey it constituted by the
Ltder Brother's obedicnce unto death,
But high as is the obligation to obedi-
encg to the paternal law, the breach of
it docs not involve the conscquences
which the breach of the sovercign's law
by a subject does. It does not consti
tute the offender a criminal or involve,
forfeiture of his filial standing. It is
not a ¢rime demanding just retribution,
apart from all regard tothe interests of
the offender; but a foult calling for
chastisement in his intcrests, apart from
regard to all other interests.  And God,
in raising the belicver to the rank of a
son, gives him claims of a very Ime
portant kind, such as a subject has not
on his sovereign.  As subjects we have
no claims on God except those of strict
justice ; but asa man’s son has a clim
on his father to the education and the
training adapted to his capacities and
his prospects, so, as sons of God, be-
tievers have a claim to the training that
is fitted and nccessary to make them
eventuslly worthy in all respects of
their  Heavenly Father—a training
which includes paternal correction. No
intslligent Christian will misunderstand
this representation of filial privilege
and claim. We are less than theleast
of God's favours.  We have in our
natural state, as criminals, no claim o
any good at the hand of God. But for
our s, not only would we have been
exempt from cvil, but we may well sup-
pose God's goodness would have moved
Him to reward man’s retention of his
integrity, by bestowing upon him good
to which he had no claim in strict jus
tice. Such a supposition is a reason-
able inference from the fact that it has
pleased God to redecm us at great cost
from the condemnation and curse of
the law of our essential subject-relation
to Him, and to make us His sons and
daughters. In raising us of His free
and plenteous grace to this high rela-
tion He makes Himself, in the fine and
pregnant expression already quoted, a
debtor to His own faithfulness,

In view of the claims that God con-
fers upon us as His children, the ques-
tion is not, Can ile, or will He train
them up to the tull petfection of Chiis-
tian maturity—a matwrity including
perfect sinlessness?  For neither His
ability nor His purpose can come into
qiestion in the matter. The time will
surely come whén their likeness to
Christ will be complete in soul and in
bedy, when they shalt be without “ spot
or wrinkle, or any such thing,” “holy
and without blemish,” The only ques-
tion is, Does His word warrant the per-
suasion or the expectation that He will
conditionally or urconditionally, in His
training of them, perfect their detiver-
ance from sin in this life2 Docs His
word indicate that it is His purpose to
make to them in this life such com-
munications of His grace that they
shall or may render to Him a_submis
sion and an obedience which are,
whether permanently or for the time be-
ing, unaffected in character by the op-
eration of indwelling sin—the *law in
the members warring against the law of
the mind”? Has Hc purposed, or
does He promise, that He will in this
lifc impart geace to us in such meas
ure that we shall or may find that the
sinful corruption of our fallen nature is
wholly extinct or dead, or  wholly re.
moved from our Inmost spititual be-
ing,” so that every act of duty to God
and man springs from a pureand fet-
vent love, without any the least defect,
and without any the least mixture of
carnal or inferior aim or motive, and
from a perfect faith in God without 2
shade of unbelief, or of undue, or in-
ordinate creature confidence? Or, is
it not so that, while our sins are all for-
given, our condemnation fully and for-
ever cancelled, and assurance given us
thit sin shall not have dominion over
us, and that our fallures in submission
and obedience to the law of our

confeesion, and (as we believe) shall, in
no case, involve forfeiture of our filial
standing, we are constantly reminded
that God has- not yet imparted to us,
and will not while we are in the body
impart-to us, the gruce in stote for us,
in.the utter cxtinction of the sin of
out fallen nature, and that therefore it
is our wisdom and our safety to be in
an attitude of constant watchfulness
against an cnemy yet resident within
us and continually opecrating to our
hurt 2

In the course of recent controversy
it has been pleaded by those who claim
to have themselves attained to such
sinless perfection as to be living with-
out the consciousness of anything sin-
{ul on their patt, that such an attain-
ment is conditional on a man's gm:g

and kept by Him, or, as some express
it, on his *“giving the Holy Ghost the
right of way.” ‘Those who speak in
this way, besides falling into the Ar-
minian error of overlooking the pre-
veniency of Divine grace, by makin

their alleged perfection to depen

upon and flow from an antecedent per-

fection of thelr own—a perfection of
selfsurrender—~are in reality begging
the question at fssue.  For, the question
is nat one that respects the correspond-
ence batween the character of the be-
liever's sclf surrender and its fruits in
his life.  Tvery believer in the act of
his repenting or turning from his sin
unto God, makes a self-surrender more
or less complete and entire-—a self-sut-
render which is his habit all his life.
And the question is, whether, in any
case, this sclf-surrendsr which every be-
liever makes, twhole hearted as It is, in
opposition to the halfheartedness of the
man who is still doubleminded, hesi.
tating between God and the world, is
s0 made and carzied out in this life as
to be unaffected by the operation of
any remaing of the original corruption
of our nature? ‘The question is not,
whether the believer's self surrender is
perfecet in the sense of being real, seen:
uine, .og,. singere, and dominant and
fruitful of good in the life ; but whether.
it is all that it ought to be and would
be, were it unaffected by the operation
of the remains of sin in the soul. Nor
is it a question whether such grace is
given as shall keep the believer from
such acts of positive sin or transgres:
sion that his sin is patent to other men;;
but whether such grace is given that
the sin which never comes nigh to the

been entered into with the caution
that should be expected, and with a
proper apprechation of the serious na-
ture of the undertaking? I fear not,

1. In the first place there is no
gencral agreement in the Church re
garding the mode in which a re
vision should be effected.  ‘There is no
reason to doult the binding foree of
the Adopting Act which’™ requires the
consent of twa thirds ot the Presbyter.
feg; but it is maintained by some that
the Counfession can be amended under
the operation of the rule in chapter xi,
§6, of the Form of Government, requirs
ing the consent of only a majonty of
the Presbyteries, The General Assems
bip.has appointed a commitieedo con
sider the question concerning the mode
of amending the constitution; and it
would be well for the Church to see to
the report O(Ithat committee before en.
tering upon the work of Revision.

2. Thee is, moreover, a difference
of opinion in the Church regarding the
legislative power of the General Asseny
bly. It is held by some that subject to
the approyal of thé requisite number of
Presbyteries the enacting power is
lodged in the General Assembly; by
others it is held that the General As-
sembly has no other function inze.
spect  to constitutional amendments
than that of recciving the votes of the

birth in open transgression is not even

Presbyteries and announcing the result,
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Fathet's housc shall be forgiven on our |

conceived in the mind, allowed, that is,
or imperfectly resisted in thought. We
leave these questions with those who
‘‘through the Spirit are mortifying
the decds of the body.” DBut we can-
not but think there must be at least
some serious misapprehension on the
patt of the man who believes that God
sees nothing in him that His grace has
yet to supptess or remove. .

THE REVISION OF THE CON-
FESSION OF FAITH.

3Y YRANCIS L. FATTON, DDk LLD, FRESIDENT OF
FRINCETON OHARGKE,

Tne Presbyterian Church is organ:
ized on the twofold basis of doctrine
and polity. Both are essential to the
preservation of her identity, but doc.
trine is the more important of the two.
We maintain that our form of govern.
ment is agreeable to the Word of God
and we disallow the claims of prelacy;
but we kave no jure divine warrant for
the details of our polity, and it is very
commonly held among us that organiza-
tion is not of the essence of the visible
Church. The Westminster divines
may have valued polity more than doc-
trine—it is a matter of no moment ; they
were wrong if they did, and the I'resby-
terian Church is wise in not following
their example. Her habitual conserva-
tism regarding her doctrinal symbol is
scen in the fact that while the Form of
Government  has  been  repeatedly
amended, and the Book of Discipline
has been re-written, the Confession of
Faith—save in the case of marriages of
affinity=—has remained unaitered since
its adoption in 1788,

Itis a serious thing to change the
formularies of a Church that havebeen
hallowed by long use. 1t is particular-
ly scrious to do this when they constic
tute the Church's doctrinal standards,
and are the pledge of her corporate
perpetuity.  Great care should be tak-
en when'such changes are contemplat.
ed to sce that they arc demanded by
the prevailing and deliberate sentiment
of the Church, and that the proper con-
stitutional provisions have been so
fully comphied with that they can be
made peacefully and without danger.
No great harm could come from the
continued use in unaltered form of a
symbol which for two_hundred years
has been associated with the t!:eo!ogi-
cal learning and pulpit eloquence, the
spiritual life and practical zeal, the
heroic endeavour and consecrated ser-
vice of that body of Christians in Great
Britain and America who have be-
lieved in the theology of the West.
minster divines.  Great harm, how.
ever, would come if the demand for
revision should stir up strife orend in
litigation, Ts it clear that no danger
is to be apprchended from the Re.

vision movemert? Has the matter

o

"It can hardly be doubted thatin a
madtter 0 serions as the revision of the
Standards these differences will reveal
themselves, It would be better, there.
fore, to’'deferthe work of revision until
a-better understanding is arrived at re-
?ardinggthe legislative powets of the
(ieneral” Assembly, The short and
éasy method which some have of ap-
pealing to the decision of the United
States Supreme Court in the case of
the Walnut street church as settling
all - quiestions that may be raised re-
gatding the constitutionality of the As-
sembly’s proceedings, is not safe.

3. TheAdopting Act cleatly states that
before a change can be effected in the
Confession of Faith it must be demand-
ed by two-thirds of the Preshyteries and
cnacted by the Assembly. It it not
the province of the Assembly, there
fore, 1o initiate the movement for a re-
vision of the Standards, If, kowever,
it be held that according to chapter xi.,
§ 6 of the Form of Governnient, the As.
sembly hasthe powertopropose changes
'!n the Constitution, it is o? the utmost
:m{)ortance that these changes be care-
fully stated and fully discussed by the
Assembly before being submitted to
the Prosbyteries.  But the last Assem.
bly scnt down its overtures with little
or no dcbate. It may be said, of
course, that the pending overtures are
intended to test the mind of the
Church, and sccure material f3r the
framing of overtures to be suhmitted
to the Presbyteries by a subsequent
Asscembly.  But it was an crror for the
Assembly in this time of theological
unrest to throw open to the Church at
large the entire area of dogmatic theol-
ogy by the comprehensive {fnvitation of
the secund overture.  ‘The most gen-
crous construction of the implied pow.
ers of the Assembly can hardly justity
it, intended, as it is, lo be " the bond
of union, peace, cortespondence, and
mutual confidence among all our
Churches™ in proinoting an agitation
throughout the whole denomination re.
specting the doctrinal symbols, \Vere
there no  other reason for woting
against the overtures this would be suf-
ficient, .

But the subject of Revision must be
dealt with on 1ts merits, and ¥ have 1¢-
ferred to these constitutional matters
only by way of preface.  The Confes.
sion of Faith was made by fallible men
and is fallible, Infelicitics of expres.
sion, defects and excesses of statement,
as well as faults of emphasis, are justly
chargeable to it, It was written under
polemic conditions, and was designed
10 mect the theologieal exigencies of
the time, Hence its strengih and its
weakness; its strength, for its dogmatic
statements were forged in the fires of
controversy, and its definitions speak
tous in every word of the Church's

fight with error ; its weakness, for there
is a change of perspective in the course
of a few generations, and the contro-
versies of onc period lose their relative
importance in the periods succeeding,
A confession of faith scems after a time
to lack balanceand proportion of parts,
for old topics lose some of their promin.
ence from the fact that cach generation
has its own problems to deal with, It
is not denicd that the Confession could
be improved. Some of the space now
given to the Pope might very well he
devoted to that modem compound of
Hegel and Schleiermacher known as
the dactrine of the Christian conscious-
ness. It might profitablybestatedthatthe
witness of the Spirit is not intended to
Justify and give countenance to ration.
alistic subjectivism in dealing with the
ingpiration of the Scriptures.  Along
side of the Roman Catholic doctrine of
justification might be placed that of the
maral influence theory, which resem.
bles it and is just as bad ; and the neo-
Romanism that speaks of future proba.
tion and the believer's incomplete
sanctification at death would find its
appropriate place In an amended sec-
tion on Purgatoty. But a revision of
the Confession is not desirable to serve
even these important ends.  When we
consider the danger of unsetiling
opinion, of disturbing old anchorages,
and of being obliged, when the work
begins, of going further than we in.
tended, it 1s better to act upon the
maxitn, Quicta non movere. ‘There is
nothing in the conditions under which
we are living that calls for 2 new erced,
or a revision of the old one.  We are
living through a period of theological
unrest ; but there is nothing epoch-
making in the books that men are writ-
ing or the events that are happening,
There is no dcoﬁmatic crists upon us
that calls for the reconstruction of
theology and new definition. Dog-
matic theology, on the contrary, is
neglected, Itis nctdenied that there are
men among us who, by making free use
of the materials already existing in the
Confession, are abundantly equal to the
task of preparing a more compact, a
more logical, and in some respects a
more satisfactoty Confession.  But
they cannot write two hundred years of
history into it. They cannot sccur2
for it the veneration that is accorded a
symbol that tclls the story of our civil
and religious liberty. Think of what
went into the making of that symbol.
Think how that symbol has gone into
the making of this land; and remember
that the Protestant Reformation, the
Long Patliament, and the landing of
the Pilgtim Fathers are events that are
not likely to be repeated.

These are a priori 1casons against
revision.  They are reinforced by the
fact that the Confession of Faith is not
a formulary in common use and in-
tended as 2 manual of devotion, It is
not imposed upon the people. Itis
received and adopted by the ministes
and ciders of the Church as the Con-
fession of their Faith. These presump-
tions against revision are further
strengtaened by the terms of subscrip-
tion. The Confession is not accepted
in fpsissimis verdis it it were it might
be necessary to give relief to bur.
dencd consciences by a declaratory
statement, or by a revision of some of
its parts.  Itis recelved and adopted
as containing the system of doctrine
taught inthe Werd of God. There is
no need of misunderstanding here, No
one doubts that the Confession teaches
a system of doctrine. Every one
knows what that system is. To accept
the Confession of Faith in the terms of
the ordination vow is to say that the
Calvinistic systemn is taught in the
Word of God.  In accepting the Con-
fession one is not simply assenting to
the doctrines common to all Christians,
nor is _he accepting any one phase of
Calvinistic doctrine as  distinguished
from tome other phase. The general
practice of the Church, the negotiations
that led to the Reunion, the decisions
of the Assembly, and the subscription
formula itself, all show that subscrip-
tion to the Confession implies (1) ac-
ceptance of the Calvinistic system,
a.nc! (2) freedom of belief within the
limits of that system. There is no
doubt that there is an area of tolerated
divergence from the Confession of
Faith. Mow large that area is will de-
pend upon the degree of readiness
there may be in the Church to move
the ccclesiastical courts, and upon the
decisions reached in the court of last
resort  Historical students may tell
us what the Church has thought upon
the subject, and dogmatic theologians
may tell us what the Church ought to
think ; but it is only as the Genceral As-
sembly decides concrets cases in appel.
late jurisdiction, and the principle of
sare decisis may be supposed to govern
subsequent deliverances, that the area
of tolerated divergence can be defined,

1T0 be continued.)
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ANTIOCH IN SYRIA.

Tue approach of Christmas Day
scems a peculiarly fitting time to pre-
sent our readers with an engraving
of Antioch in Syria, that cver memor-
able spot where the disciples first were
called Christians, and the first Christian
Church was founded (Acts xi. 20-20).
From the first, Antioch was very closely
conneccted with the growth and devel-
opment of Christianity’(see Acts vi. 53
Xl 19, 27, 28, 30 xil. 25; xvi, 1 ; Gal.
il. 11, 12). It was at Antioch that St
Paul entered upon the work of his mis-
slonary-apost!cshig; hence he set forth
on all three of his famous journeys,
and hither he returned after two of
them had been completed (Acts xi, 22,
265 xiik 1:3 ; xiv. 26 ; xv. 36§ xvil, 22) ;
and to the public convertsat Antioch
the decrees of the first Christian Coune
cil were specially addressed from Jeru.
salem (Acts xv. 23.) From being in
every quality of beauty and magnifi
cence second to no provincial city of
the Roman Fmpire, Antioch has dur-
ing the lapse of ages sunk to the
merest shaddw of its former greatness,
but, as will be seen from the illustration,
the beauty of its site is imperishable.

Mission Work,

LETTER FROM MR. GOFORTH.
SECOND TOUR IN HONAN.

'I'HE first tour in Honan wasmade last
Autumn, It was then simply a tour
of inspection, Tkercfore, we could no
testthe temper of the people.  The tour
just completed is the first serious at-
tempt to gain a foothold in North Ho-
nan. Six months ago the China Inland
people were driven from Honan-fu and
Huvai Ching-fu, two cities In the north-
ern part of-the province. This iptelli.
gence did not tend to comfortus. We
knew that they had the advantage of
knowing the language well, but we had
with us the advantage of medicai skill.
Our plan for this visit was to go to a
city, treat the sick, preach and sell
books for a few days, then pass on to
another, hoping in this way to induce
the people to invite us to return.
Chang-te-fu is reached on the evening
of September 27th,  We sought the
most commodious inn and gave notice
of the object of our coming, The first
to call was a military official lodging st
the inn. He proved:tdubé,the'rom-
mander of 8,000 troops, and.well kngwn®
in official circles. He washkind:tois
duting our whole stay-at Chang-te-fu,
and made us known to many of his
friends.  As a proo( of his interest we
might mention one instance. We had
occasion to send a messenger back to
Lin Ching. Being strangers, we failed
to find one, but our military friend
came to the rescue, secured a man for us
and advanced his family enough money
to dé till his teturn. He also invited
us to visit him at his home next yearin
a city thirty miles to thewest.  During
our five days stay at Chang-te-fu the
Doctor treated about four hundred of
the sick. Of these wellnigh fifty were
from the official and Jiterary class, The
wealthiest man in the city came for treats
ment. Onthe eve of our departure for
another city the last to send for medi-
cine was a mandarin.

e had gained official favour beyond
all expectations at  Chang-te-fu, but a
surprise awaited us at Hsuin, the next
city visited. During the first day the
mandarin’s three sons and several other
officials called and gave usan invitation
from the mandarin to visit him at the
Yamen and see soms of the sick. We
consent,the official cartcomes forus,and
we are soon ushered into the mandarin's
presence. He is so pleasant that we find
no difficulty in feeling at case. The
Dr. ptescnibes for the mandarin and
another official, then a little maid of ten
sumamers is led in. The foreign healer
had been too long in coming to save
the little maid’s eyes ; two years earlict
and this pretty little girl could have
been saved from the bondage of blind.
ness.

The mandarin had also asked to see
ourbaoks,sowe tookthaBible in English
and Chinese, and told him how that it
was Gori's Book for the world, and that
already it was translated into about 300
different languages.  Afterwards I tead
to him our commission, Matk xii. 13 to
the end, the Ten Commandments,
etc. Some instances of his favour
might be mentioned He showed us
many of his ancient curios. Two days
afler the first vicit he invited us agan.
to take dinner with him at the Yamen,
Knowing of our inlention to visit the
temple-ctowned mountain east of the
city, he sent a man up to prepare tea
for us. His eldest son came several
times, as he said, to hear the Gospel,and
while in Tao Kou, a city six miles from
Hsuin Hsien, the mandatin being in
town on business, sent his card and en-
quited how we wete ﬁetting on,

‘The mandarin of Hua Hisien eight
miles from Hsuin Hsien, or two miles
from Tao Kou,sent for theDoctor to see
his wife, who was dangerously ill, and
again while at Weihui-fu, the last city
visited. The official callers are not few,

(Continued on fourth page.)



