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We note %viti pleaitre thiat tlie Coutiisitîr fI
].1îgisit scitlls iii titis provinice are at ias't awvakii

tn lte fact tlt iii soute reipects ]l~: iave bý.-ct at lea
ftfty yearq beliid lte age. 'ite> have deidligett

s;erVirg ttp veiterall but 10 îîi:sl pJeople v-altcless 14111i
anid Gree, 10 lte boyï etitrusteci lu tlîcîi, aitd îi.ctiîi
the positive fatmilte for Frenich wiiici exists.

A few ycars ago lthe proportioni of tinte spetît ouit .
tiiff,-reît sîtbjects ini lte Molttreal Iligi Sliool was,
w, reineitber ariglit, as foiiows:

Lýatiti anid Greck-oîte itour aîîd a ltaif every day.
1:reiiialf att Itotr everv secondc day.
Wi1iat a farce titis îvas iii lte provinice of Qtebe-c

'fli relation sltoîld ]lave betîti reversed nt lezist. XV
are pleased, as% wVe have said, 10 ntotice ltat a sliglî
iîîprovelteitî lias takzeti place of late. Buit ic do0 tit
iîesitate 10 say tlit the Wecil iîîtcitiolied but aîîîiquate<
policv wltici forîtteriv prevaileci is respotisibie fodriviîîg Itîtindrecis, if itot îtotsitds, of our brigites
yotnig mienti Onitario and the Unitcd States. Tiei:
scitool coutrse itad lot qtîaiified tietit fornaiiv of tlii liosi
of positionîs attiong uis, whîicli imite i>ît a persoit speak.
in-g botit liîgtiagcs cati fi, antd lte re.sit uvas tuai
F.retîci Caîtadiaits were taket on atnd the Eîtgisliîîei

liad log"o to i)lac.-. wltere Egii'is tesole latîguage.
We rcpQat lte assertiont, witicli we ]tave miade oit mtore
ltait onec occasion, lit cvcry inttelligenit boy wlio cotît-
pletes a course ut anv of our publie schtools, aîîd caîtîtiottdien conîverse antd write flîicnîly iii Frentch, is a %valkiîtg

iinttotiîccntl of lte fatilure of Ouîr scliool systetinto1 do
wiiaî is expccted of il.

TUE HIARTFOR~D PIRE INSUTRANCE COMPANY.
rThe H-artford Fire, like soiiotier good tittigs, iii-

proves witl age. Il lias jt '-0t11leted ils eiglîtielli
Y(--.r, aîtd nli ils animîal stazu, lt, wltuct w.c îrit oit
atithter page of titis issue, il furîtislies lte public wviti
soute vcrv- intcrestiîig reaclixg. W'e hiave lcarîteci to
expeet -' itucrease '' writtet oit lte restîlts ailaite b)v
titis Comtpanyv front ycar la s-car, but coiisi(lcriig lte

ututustialiy large fure Ioss of lte countiry for i SS9 , we dici
tiot expect 10 sec sîteli a favorable shiowitig as lit
wiîici greels lis for Jaiarv it, iS:)o. MVe liîd liat

lthe total casi iiicoliî %Vas S3,059,533, lte total expeit-
littr'a, exeiîîdiîîg dividciîds, ý;2,554.554, anîd the cotise-

qixett resutat Profit $504,979. 'Te total 110tvioaitoîiit 10 $6, 142,454, aîtd tie it surplus 10 S2,436 ,o70.ht is a Cotnditioni of affalirs seîdotit itiel w-itli o fluet a

per cetl. of iLs total zisscts. as is lte case witi lte Hart-
ford. '.rite ii-crease iii tlie surplus dtîriîg 18 9 wvas
pretlv close W. a quarter or a itiliiioti, beilîg $222,o96,
wiilc lte -*îcrcase- il' assels uas S392,374. SttcceSS tu

fire uîtderwvritiitg, aI lte preseiit day is tiot ait accident
bîtt lte resuit of skiifîîll geîîcralsiip. To kttow Miuen
iiot 1 do il is quite as ittportrut as Mienî t, (Io il 10

te wittxtitig Comtpatny. 'Tiorougli kîîoviedge of thze
tîitwiisb iti ail ils delails, a k,îîoide(ge of mîeni, lthe
ab)iiiîv to discoîtit lte future by ubig lte table of facîs
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" SCRUTIN DE LISTE -ELEI-woNS.
'rite fhcî lit ruitilors are hli circuilation, to tii e effcîc tliat the Qtnebec Goverittîtent propose to adopt the
" seiin de liste - plait of votiitg iii the cities of

t Moutreal audc Qtuehec. lias clrawati attention to titis sys-
Steiti wviiel is iii use iii France. Caîtaciaits have but a
rsliglit Mden (ifviat the plait rcaily is. A proiiîjiiett
t \Moîtreai daiiv papLr recently ia(l ant C(itorial describ-

r îng iLs worknîg-, but ttfur*ttîîately for its readers did
it it.f ticlerbtatl te qutestion, and litmier the tineo f the sct-el de list exp)laîtîci thedelais of at entircly

difféenat svstenî, liat of the -cîutulative vote '' as il
is calleci iniEtlîd

VTe seidin de/liste is simtply as foliows&: A ciît* like*Motitreal is iiot divideci it0 contsittueîcies as at lire-sent, but is left as a wltolc. 'rie itîttîther of ittertibers
to wh-Iich il is eîttled arc elecîed by the iiîied body
of vuters, cadi niait liaviing as inatty votes as licre are
nmetubers to bc electc(1. lie catîttot place more titanIone vote to îàjy one canîdidate (as lie could limier lthe
receive the ntajority of ail lthe voti-s cast are elected.
It is verv easi iv scei titat the effect of sîtit a tneîtiod is
la cxtingutishi thc iittorities entircly. lit Motîtreal, the
E-ast entd voters woulcl dc ail the itlitibers iwlici
Motitreal wvoîtd scnd to l>ariianttei, and tie Etîglisi-
speak'ilg secticît in the west anîd the souili %otud be
entirciv liiitrcfr.-eitt. rThe systent is a glarittgiv unt-just onec, autî iii counîrics wliere it is iii use it lias
caîtiscl great dissatisfactioîî. 0f ail thte iiteiocîs iii the
world il is thte Icast suilable ta a clivicled City like
Motreal, aîtd we do îlot for otte mîomîenît sîîppO!e that,
tiiose il, altilority woltild evtil tlîiiîk of adopîing aiy -
ilîitig-sa ltotorioiislv îtttfair.

A r.'v fire-proof floor lias, accordiîtg o 7 17c Chr;oel-ice(Ncw vYork. becît iititrodîtieci ittotliiscoutîitry.frotii
Spaiti, wlire il mas beelt tîsecl a luxî;ber of vears. isgetteral featmtes are the lise, to foriti lte arches. Of aliard, weli-buirîecl Clay tule laid flat, wiîi lthe severalcourbes bre: - ùîg joitls. 'it comptositiont of lthe mîortarts a secret, l>ît il adiere-s .so closeiv 10 li tile andc is sofinit att(l solid, wleti it lias fliilv ir t îeltat itsstreîtgtli is about equal to titat oi tue tilt. Tue archesare citîxer cvIihîcrical or cloîîed, anîd iii eitier case-eihbut Iitle mîore titanî liai f lte weigli of lte ordi-îtary brick arches. Mie prinicipal sausliowcever, isil; lte r"dured t'ulîbcr of bixts itscd, o-wiîîg tu dIeiitucli grealer ispax~ii icli iîîay be mîade ili the tule

arci.
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wvltici past experietice flirtisistes, aîîd a1 cool, f.Veut cotir-
age are .iilîqiig tlle hîualitie; %viticlt i;tu.t hi. founid iii tCe
Mianîagemiet of a sîtcrcessfîti coîiiîîautiN. 'r'it!Se fortuii-
ately are qti-ilitie,: îIss«d v tlc ioîîg-lttei i)residit
of lthe 1I.-artfort. M\r (X'n L. Cliaqe, antd sliaredj iii ntusîî.LlI <Iegree b)v !Serlarv Ro(vee aîîd lthe office staffL
'lie btsiltes5; t'f the coipatli u Caniada lias b,:eii large,anîd il -las becit profitable, as îtîiglit %veii be exlpcîedl
wlteit COiitttittel 10 lte mîanîagemîenît of stîci capable
u'idlerivritersas hiave l>e,:It citosenît represcîtt il, amîollir
wviioi is Mr. Fred. Mr. ]-'.%aîis of titis City.


