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A Cî%sî- decided at oroanto hast w'eek
by justice Street, in te Court of

Queeti's Beucli, aiffords atotîter illus-
tration of tle promtptticss uvith whlti overdue nrotes
cati be paid timat were given aot accotint of life assurance
prenîitnis Mvien promipt j)ayntent is neccssary tn ensure
receipt af ic amunt af the policy. The laie Michael
A. MIcCoriinack lteld a policy issued by the 'reinperattce
& General Assurance Ca. Oit his death the widow
stued tarecovertlic anitunt. 'lIeclairt uvas refuisedoan
the plea thiat tAie iast preatîfunîti uas iinipaid. Dcceascd
had. arrangcdl illi lthe local agent ta pay a tnte given
for the pretiiit out af commnissions corning ta liiitu
front aile Arnold on a sale of buggies. iThe noate uvas
unot paid at niatt-ity, aittigi tiiese caommiissions were
due ta Uie deceascd. On the <Iay tipon uvhicit Mr. Mc-
Cornîiick died, Arnîold paici Iirti a visit, aîîd lcarnîing
how doubtfui it wvas the sick nati wvould recaver, ten-
dered the ainint of the over-due note ta the local agent
of the insriring caiipany, te palicyhiolder at that tinte
being dead. Utîder timese cirt-cunistarîces tliejtidgelield
that the delivcry of the renewal rcceipt by the local
agent ta Uic deceased, wiliut any actual paynent, of
the prenîitni by tue latter, but tîpori a private accouut-
ing and set off betwcen îiîer, wvas ziot sufficient ta bind
the coiripaily. he case of Fraser vs. Gare Mutual
Insurauce Ca., 2 0. R. 416, wuas cited as a preccdeut.
lThe niote wvas, therefore, held ta have beeti iii art-car at
the deatit of the poiicylîolder. and, by anc of the candi-
tions contairîed iii the body of the policy, the fallut-e ta
pay it termnîatcd Uic insurairce, aîîd no evidence being
offereci of a waiver af tiis conditian tire claini af the
'%vidowv was uuat nilowed, and thc action wvas disinisscd
uvith cashs. Alfthotgh titis verdict is. soutîd, '«e believe
tiewidowvcouid recaver a ciaini against tue muarit Arnold
for tue ainauint af tire poiicy, às it was praveî tiat the
policy was fot-feited whoaBy by lus ncegiect ta pay the
premiun note, funds for -,vhich wvere iii bis bands before
the deatit af tue policyhiolder, and '«hich lie liad under-
takeir ta pay over ta the contpany's agent.

The aw A AmioGiia great reforn lias
Del ay.A been effected lu legal procedure, by

whîicli a pet-soit cliarged witit a criîrî-
inal offence is no longer kept iii jail fat- rtany morîtlîs
before bis trial, as '«as fornieriy the custani, tere is
yet i-oom for grenier expedition being shîawn iii
bringinig prisoniers before a jury. Anyone -%vlîo lias.
watciîed a crintiiial trial, or been uînforturiate eniaugli
ta be a wvitîiess tiiereat, inust ]lave noticed, or feit, titat
swearing ta a particular incident iiaving occur-cd on a
certain day is a vcry risky affair. Vet upoii the cer-
tainty of such testimarîy hxumnat life often is niade ta
depend, or, what is of the greatest momnrt ta the
public, the conviction af a criminal, or hlis reicase. Ta
thei vast iajority af petris, ecd working day ariswers
ta every other as nîechaxîically as the cogs ôf a wlicel ta
their mates. \Vhen lieisso0manatonous that each day
is unmat-ked by special features, or by any incident
that îrnpresscs Uhc memory, it is exceedingiy difficuit
ta recall whether soute unitupartant event took place,
say, on a particular Moiîday or Tuesday- When

several montis have elapsed betweeîî the date of soute
ordinary incident a-.id tic day on wvhich a wituess is
required to swear to the =xct date on which 1h
occurreci, îve doubt inuicl whether stich testirnony lins
any weighit. Even lifter only a wcek, it is a commron
experierîce for a person ta tistake, or forget, the exact
day oit which a certain net 'vas doue by Itiniself or
atother. No sensible tuait would takze ant oatlî that, on
a certain Monday, four rnonthis ago, lie saiv a certain
person on tie street, wvhon lie is ii the hiabi t of seeing
ainîost every day. A cautions nlian woulcl refrain froni
bcirig positive about any inuniiiportant event haviîg hap.
pened an a certain date, unliess lie liad sonte docunicu-
tary evidence tc, justify i assertion. I-10%%, rîeecsfuIl
then it is ta bring prisoners quickly ho trial, so that tie
iînemory of wituesses tuay trot be iînproperly straiiied.
lit a re-cent murder case trial, the life of tie accuseid
lîutig upon testirnany of titis ciass, wvhiclt is exceed-
ingly uiiireliabie. Greater promptitude iii bringing
accused persans ho trial îvotld obviate Uic chances of
et-tors being mnade front the nîeniory of wvitriesscs fail-
ing or being confused. Swift retribution is a great
terror ta criminais, and a long detention before trial is
a very serious wrong ho innocent prisoners.

TimE large ainounit of Anierican
lasneriadSa.e silver coins in circulation iii Canada

is again excitiîîg attention, witii soute
discussion as ta tlic measîtres iiecessary for its restriet-
cd ilse. Whîetiier it is desirable ta take aîîy action
in the matter is very doubtfül. Notlîing short of its
being prolîibited importation wvan1d liave any pernia-
lient effect iii driviiig tiiese coins liome, on a large
scale. Auy Act of Parlianient ta tîtat effect uvould be
strotigiy resented, nat anly by tie United States autho-
rities, bnt wonld be injuriaus to aur ouvu people, more
especially in ail border localities. It vauld be met by
retaliatory ieîastires by the uaverîment and people of
tAie Unîited States against Catndian cnrrerîcy beiîîg
rccognized ii tÉtat country. Already thîcre 15 no
sliglît alinoyarice, aîîd aften inîcanvertience and loss,
caused ta, Canadians -vhile in the States, because af the
prejudice tlte-e againist arîy but native nioriey. it is
certainly not de -irable ho intcnsify titis by pravokcing
retaliation. Indeed, it is ta aur interest ho do ail iu aur
power ta makze the cnrrency af bath couiîtries, as far-
as practicable, international, so thiat the notes and
coins af both countries wvould pass wvîthout question at
par aIl over tie continent. \Ve are fuiiy alive ta the
difllculty of briîîging tlîis about, but tce goal is a
desirable anc ta be reaclted, and itot te exclusion by
citiier country of the othez's currelicy. It mnust be
renîembcred that Ainrican silver contes hiere ta pay
for gaads bouglit, or services reudered, lu Canada.
Tire vast bulk of it arrives ini the put-ses of American
traveilces uvho spend their moiley iii our hotels and
stores. There is not a litel or store lu the Dominion
in which Amuerican silver is nat very welcome, sa that,
although it iiay be ta some degree injurious ta, aur
own coinage iuterest5, its distribution by Arnericcuis 
ample compensation for any loss in this respect. A
storekeepe:- in a border tawn receutly said, in reply ta
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