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Lafer stili, a study cf the Biblo briinga ua face to face wi-th Greece and
its culture, and Romne and its institutions. One will not make a thorough
study of Biblical history without aise nmking a like utudy of l3ahylon and

Greee ad Rme.The hitr fthe Jews after the captivity turns on the

people in the time of Chris4'- depends ilpon a knowledge of Greece and Rtome.
Wlien the Bock cf the Acte is reached, the whoie worl(l is open lbefore us ;
and in order te, understand the history cf the churcli we :muet underatand the
history cf ail nations.

The Bible does net cense to be a historical book wihen it keaves St. 'Paul
iat Rome iooking out towards Spain. In the sanie aense iii which it je a Iies-
Itory of the beginning of the world, se it je a history up te its close. The
IApocalypse-no inatter now~ about ite authorship, canonicity, or atny suchJquestion-is, in ite main features, a moat simple and iucid pit-ce of literature.
It le the ccuniterpart te Genesie ; it je a prophetic picture cf the future cf
humanity ; the fulfilment of the purpose outlined in Genesis. The Bible.
begins witli creation eut cf chaos, and ende .vith humaiiity iifted into the
heavens ; and the whole mighty sweep je history. The tiret part is symbolic,
and the latter parti je ymbolic ; but the sy.nbels bear a moat surprisiing re¾ýt-
ion to, each other, and carry in them the substance of history. Each je keyed
te hope. W'e believe Goeees bozzauee àt oifere us a heope ; we believe the
Apocalypse because it shows us the sarneihope drawingy hunianity on toward
God. One who passes by the Apocalypse stiould aiseo pase by Promietheus
and Dante, for they are cf the saine order.

My point je thie : the Bible gives us;history in its broadeet stretcli and in
its largeet meaning. Ite affiliations lead us jute ail histery, and with an im-
p)ulse that; carnies us on through the Ohridtian centuries ; for oiie wviIl net
follow the churcli through the Acte and the Episties cf St. Pa-il without feel-
ing required te trace it along the twofold current of Est and WVest.

B-it the great advantage cf studying lietory througrh the Bible je that we
thus, foiiow the main current cf huuman progress in ail the ages ; we are t=a-
ing- an idea, a principie, a force, and that the greateet the world hias ever foît.
The Jewish natjon was small, and its hjstery lias ne great features, but it jm-
pressed the worid as ne othier nation hias donc It proteeted againet Meso-
petamia, it discarded Eýgypt, il; conquered heathen Palestine, it wvon from
Bfabylon ail it had worth knowing, and it finally imposed its conception cf
'God upon Greece and Rome and created modern civi1izati,în. «When ive etudy
jte history we are sttndying the fundamental ideas cf present society, and in
their '7i"inal, largést, and -nost unprejudiced forme. Indeed jt je enly in
the Bible that we get a large, free, and unprejudiced hîetory, for the reasen
that it je taught incidentally. When we read Hume we read Toryienx; or
Macaulay, Whiggiem ; and thus ne irly ail history je shot through with humanl
p rejudije, and wears the limitations cf a single mind. B -t the Bible simply
reflects the ages ; they shine through its pages by their own light. And,

iabeve ail, it gives us the secret cf hiistory; it telle us why and for what; entd
the nations hiave existed, and shows us whither they are tending. And this
je what a true student cf hi--tory desires te iearn-not hew the forces -were
marehalled at Waterloo, but by what force and toward what goal humanity ia
iinovin,. -Rcv. Dr. Munger, in. the Christian Untion.

'fWHY SQ LONG IN COMING"
BY TRYON EDWARDS, D. D.

In Mrs. Johneon's bock, "lAbout Mexico," je a meet thriliing story bear-
ing on the subjeot cf missions, aud bringing up the sadly touching enquir-'
as te the nxiseicnary disciples of Christ, " W7y are they se long in comit&g ?


