WILSON’S EXPERIMENT.

1t was a brave spectacle to beholdy whenuthe.
imperial majesty of ‘U'enochtitlan conddscended” to
accompany lus hitle fleet on such an excursion.
‘The gaily appointed canoes, with theiri gorgeous
canopivs of embroidered cotton, and feather-work;
the gplendid robes and plumes of the king aud his
attendants § the rich and fanciful autire of the wo-
men ; the light graceful arrowy motions of the
painted skiffs, as they danced nlong the waves;
together with the wonderful beauty of the lake,
and is swit.ming gardens of flowers, presented a
toute ensembic *nore like the fairy pictuies of some
enchanted sphere, than any: thing we can now e~
ahizeas belonging to this plain, prosaic, matter-of-
fuctworld of ours. On this occasion, it seemed
more gay and fairy-like than ever, in contust,
’ perhaps, with the. deep gloom that had scttled on
the land, pervading every heart, with its sombre
shadows. The light pirogues of the uatives, tlying
hither and thither over the glassy waters, on errands
ot busiuessorof pleasure, amsayed i tlowers, or
treighted with frnits and vegetables for the grand
naket of Tenochtitlan, mude way, un every side,
for.the advance ot the royal corteze, which. tread-
ing the shining avenues between the gaily-colored
chingmpas. that spotted thesuiuce uf that beautiful
Iuke, like so many islands of flowers on the bosom
of the ocean, danced over the waters to the sound
of music, and the merry vorces of glad hearts, re-
joicing in the sunny smilesthat now played on the
countenance of the king, asit the clouds that had
- 50 long overskadowed it, Were never fo return,
“Tecuichpo, restored to more than her wonted gaiety
was full of.lif: and animation. Never had she
seemed, in the eyes of her dotiny father, and of the
admiring cowrticrs, halfso lovely as at this moment.
She was the centre -attraction foriall eyces, Her
reaplendent beayty, her fairy-like gracefulness of
ruotion,.and the artless simplicity of her .nunners,
won the adiiring notice of all.  Her gaety was
iatecticus. Iler.merry, laugh-zeached, with 2 sort
ol electric influence, evéry heart'in that bright
company, and compelled even her father to.aban-
don, for thetime, his-sal and solemn reflections,
aud give himself upto the spirit . of the hour. and
the scene. .

Guatimozin was there, and exerted all fus elo-
,+#1.0¢ to Keep up the spirit of the hour, in the
-art 3t hope that Montezuma wuuld put on all the

T st o3 arch again, and assert the majesty of bis insult-

.- «sown, and the rights of his,house and his peo.
g€, 1n despite of omen or legepd, and in the, face
of every foe.

Tecuschpo became more and more anumated,
till.she seemed quite-lifted above herself and the
world about her.  Suddenly .1ising _in, the midst,
and pointing with great energy of .expression, to
the royal cagle of Mexico,- then sweeping down
from his mountain eyrie, to prey upen.ocelot of the
distant valley, she exclaimed— .

Tishe! °Tis be! our imperial bird !
Whom the gods to our aid bave sent;
I saw him in my dream, and heard,
As down from his airy flight ke bes,
His victor shout, with the dying wail,
Ofthe coming foe, borne on the wale ;
While the air wasdatk with theyatheringthrong
Of bold young caglets, that swept aloag .
From every cliff, in fierceness and wrath,
Tq gorge on their prey, in the mountain path,
When she ceased, an echo from 2 richly cultivat.
cd chingmpa, which they were then passing, seem.
ed o take up 2nd prolong the sirain.
I saw it tay, and 1 heand the scream,
Inthe mdst of my dark and troubled dream 3
*Twas 2 Jream of despair for our doomed lund,
For his wings were bound bs' the roya! hand ;
His talons were wreathed with 2 golden chain,
He smeltthe prey,.and he chafed inyain,
Forthey trampled him down, in their brave ca-
reer,
While our moaarch looked on with.unmanly
fear,
Tillhis crowa and his sceptre in.Just were laid
low,
And proud Tenochtitlan had passed to the foe.
Thelast words of'this solernn chant- died away
on the ear, just as theroyal barge rounded the little
axtificial promontory, which the ingenious Karee
Bad constructed, for the double purpose of an arbor

Leaning over the brow, and supporting herself by
the overhanging branch of a luxuriant myatle, she
dropped a.wreath of evergreenupon the head of.
Tecuichpo, and said—
Ol ! child of doom,
Thy loug scaled destiny is come— -
One biict, dark, dreadful night,s
‘Then on those blessed eyes
Another day ehall rise, .
Fainglorious, bright,
With anuriearthly endless lights.
Thou.shalt ay down
An caithly crowa,
‘To win a starry sceptre in the skies,

At this moment, signals were heard among the
distant hills, which answered and yepeated from
countless stations alony the wild sierras, and rever-
brated by a thousand echoes as they came, burst
upon the valley, like the confused shouts of 2 mighty
host rushmy to battte. 1t fell ke a death-knell
upon the ear of Montezmna, Itaunounced the ar-
rival, withan the mountain wall which encompass-
ed his golden valley, of the dreaded strang.rs. It
heralded their near approach to his capital, and the
exposure of all he held dear to therr arresistible
power—their terrible rapacity. 1lis heart sunk
withinhim,  But he had gone too far to retract,
It was the act of the gods, not hs. Banishing
from his mind the impressions: of the scenes just
passed, he waved his hand to the rowers, and in-
stantly cvery prowwas tumed, and the gaily cap-
arisoned, hut melancholy, terror-stricken pageaut
moved rapidly back to the city.

Tenochtitlan was now alive with the bustle of
preparation. It was the preparat:vn, ot for war,
which would far better have suited the multitude
hoth of the chuefsana the people, but.for the hos-
prable receptionand entertainment of the strangers.
The great imperial palace, which had'been- the
royal residence of the father of Montezuma, was
fitted up for their accommodation.  With its num-
berless apartments, its'spacions courts, and mag-
nificent gardens, it was sufficient for an army much
larger then that of the Castilians, swelled as it
was by the company of their Tlascaian:allics.

LEvery room was newly hung with beautifully
céalored tapestry and furnished with all the' conve-
Ricnces atd luauriesof Meacanlife.  The appoidt-1
ments aud provisions were all on a ost liberal
scale, for the Emperor was as generous and muni-
ficent as the golden mountains from whick-he drew
Ins inexhausuble trcasures.

{ntending that nothing should be wanting to the
gracrousnes of lus submussion to this act of con-
strined courtesy, Moutezuma proposed to bis bro-
ther Custlahuwy, to choose a royal retinue from the
flower-of.the.Aztee nobility, ‘to go out to meet the
strangers, and bid them welcome, in his name, to
his realm and his capital. From this the soul of
the-proud undaunted soldier tevolted, and he en-
treated so camestly to be excused’ from executing
a commission, so much at varience with his feclings
and his convictions, that the monarch relented,
and assigued the mission to Cacamna, the youny
prince of Tezuco.

Nothing could exceed-the gorgeous splendor of
the emnbassy.  Bomne in 2 beautiful palanquin,
canopied and curtzined with the rarest of Mexican
feather-werk, rickly powdesed® with jewels, and
glittezing with gold, Cacama, preceged and follow-
«d by 2 lorg imin.of noblaveteransand youtbs, alt
apparelled in the gayest costume of their country,
presented Kmself-before the advancing hest.  His
approach, and the-erand on whith he came, hav.
ing heen announce} by a herald, Cortez hulted his
tand, and drew-uphisforces in- the best possible
array, o give them 4 fitting reception.  Théineet-
ing took place at Ajotzinco;ony or- rather verthin.
the borders- of--the lakg~Chalca, thefirst of the
bright chain of inland Izkes which the-Spaniards,
had seen, and the place where they first+ saw-that
species of amphibious archtiecture, which:prevail-
edso extensively among. the Mexicans. When
the royal embassy arrived infront of the waiting
army, Cacama alighted from his: palaquin, while
his obscquiousofficers swept the ground before him,
that e might not soil his royul feet, by %00 -rude.
a contact with thecarth. Hewas a young- man
of about twenty five years, witha fin. manly coun-

tenanee, a noble and commanding fig.re, and an

and look-out, at one of tha angles of her chinampa, l

arldress and manvers that whuld havé done honor
tothe mest courtlyknight of Ghristendom.  Step-
ping forwanl with o biand and digoified coutesy,
he made the customary Mexican salutation to per-
sons of high runk, touching. his right hand to the
ground, and raising it to his head. -

Cortez embraced kit as he rose, and the privce, in
the name of his. 10yl master, guve the strangersa
hearty welcome, nssuring them that they should
ba received witha hospitality; andstreated with a
respect, becoming the represcntatives of a great
aud mughty prince, lle then presented Cortez
witha number of large and valuable pearls, which
act of munificence was- immediately retumed by
the presentof a necklace of cut gliss, hung over
his neck by Cortez.  As glass was not known to
the Mexicans, it probably had in their eyes the
valueo! the rarest jewels,

‘Thig interview being over, the royal envoy has-
tened back to the capital, while the Castilians and
their allics,1n the two-fold character of hostile in-
vadersand invited guests, followed his. steps by
slow, casy und cauntious marches, Afler a few
days, during which they passed through large tracty
<€ hughly cultivated and fertile ground, and severs
al of the heautitul towns and cities of the platean,
they-amved at lztapalapan, o place of great beauty
and large resources, and the residence of Cuitlahua,
the noble brother off Montezuma. At the coms
mand of the Emperor, Cuitlahua, as governor of
this-plece, recenved the strangers with courtesy,
and treated them with attention,  But it was a
cold courtesy,and a constrained attention. With
a proud and haughty mein, the brave soldier ex
hibated to the wondering strangers, all the .xiches
and curiositics of the place, disposing every thing
in such a manser as to impress them most power-
fully with the immense wealth of the empire,and

‘the irresisible power of. the Empesor. - He col-
lected around him all the richest and most potent|

nobles in his neighborhood, and displayed a mag-
nificence of style, and o prodigality of expenditure
thet was truly princely. ‘The extent and beauty
of his gardens, his beautiful aviary, stocked with
every variety of the gorgeously plumed birds of
that tropical clime, his menagerie, contamning a
full representation of all the wild races of animals
in Anahuace, struck the Spaniands with surprise
and admirtion ; while the architecture of his pal-
aces, and the nany refinements of hiss style of: Jive
g, gavethem the highest ideas of the advanced
stute of civilization. to. which the Mexicans .had
attained.

Dat, so far frorn disheartening them inthéir grand
design, all they saw of wealthand splendor in the
inferior citics, only served to inflame their desire
torsee the capital, and Icarn if any-thing more bril-
liant and -wonderful than they had yet seen, could
be furnished at the great metropolis.  While they
were daily more and frore convineed of the power
and resources of their encmy, and the seeming im-
possibility of their own enterprise, they were also
daily more and more inflamed with the desire and
purpose to possess themselves of the incalculable
treasuces which every where mct theireyes.  ‘the
cold aspect, and lofty bearing of the Prince Cuitla-
tmn. the commurdet-in-chief .of the Mextcan ar-
mies, and heir apparent fo its throne, lefino doubt
that the final struggle for power would be ably and
Int.erly contestexdy and tht the wealth they so ar,
dently coveted, would be-dearly bought. To a
heart Jess bold and self-rediant than that of Costez,
it would have.been no enviable position, to beshut
up, with kis little baud .ot followers, within the
gates of a asty, commanded by so«bruveand expe-

were known to be of the most hostile. character.
‘To the.iron hearted Castifian, it was but. a scene
1n the progress of his romantie adventure ; and the
greater the dificulty, the niore imminent the peril,
the more cordially he.trusted to bis good genius, or:
his patron sunt, hescems notto have known which 4
to carry him tnumphently through.

They were now but ope day’s inarch, .and that
a shortand casy one, fram theimperial city. . Al
ready they had scen it from a distance, 1esting. or
rather riding, on the bosom. of thetdake, glowing,
and glittering 1 the sunbearns, like sone sesplen-
dent constellation, tgznsferred from.theazure above
{o the.azurc.helow.  ‘Theyhad scen its noble ally,
the metropolis of Tezgued, shining in rival though
tncqual splendor, on the opposite shore of thelake,
&nd many other splendid’ citics, beautiful towns,

and lovely hamlets, studding its bright border, in

s,

sienced a soldier, whuse peisonal feelings and views|:

burden of hi¢-dirge intoa thrilling

P

its entire cireuit, like mingled gems and peatls,
sichly set inf the hind of the imperial diadem, al}

reposing.under the shidow, and eclipsed by the

superior glory, of the capital, the crowning juwel

of thes\Western World: . ‘I'hey hadseen the chinem-
pas, those wandering gardens of verdure und flow*
crs, sceming more like the faity crcations of po-
etry, than the sober realities of life, and reminding

"Hem of those istands of the blest, which they had
hieen told, in their childish days floated-about in the
vtkoreal regions above, freighted with blessingy
for the virtuous,and sometimes stooping o near
to eaith as to permit the weary aund the waiting to
escape from their. toilsand trials here, and find re-
pose in their celestial pmiadise. ‘Lhey had scen
and admired the wonderfulaworks ofart, the cause-

ways of vast extent, construeted with scientific ac-

curacy,and of great strength and dumbility—the

canals and aqueducts, and  bridges, which would

have done honor tor the genius und industry of the

proudest nation in Europe. 1t now remained to

sce-the umperul lord of all these wide and Jux-
uriantrealms, and to enteras invited guests, into

the gates of his royul abode,

INDIAN SUMMER MORNING.
BY PARK UENJAMIN.

A smoke as.from a thousand wigwams tells
‘The Indian Sammer; soft.and cabm the air
Swings like a heavy curtain in the glare
Cfthe new risen sun, whose fervour quells
The frostof Autumn, by whose won’drous spells
Green woods'have been transmutedinto red,
Brown, golden tints, as beautiful as shells
Stolen from the occan’s silver-sanded bed, -
A languid, dreamy, deep, delicious haze,
Through which the neaest objects-mellowed secan,
Hides the blue distance, while the medows gleam
As if with harvest of the yellow maze.
¥J4s the return of Summer, bricf and bright,
His Jast warm sigh and smile of love and light,

AQUATIC SCENERY." '

Dunng the handest of thestorm the day before
esterday, (says a New Orieans paper) we took &
ounge down to the steamboat -landing ; whilst

standing on the brink of a deep gully that emptied
its torrent of water 1nto-the' bayou, our attention
was attracted to-the bottomrofithet.gully, where &
drunken loafer.was stemming the torrent, holuing
on to a root fast anchored in the bank, ‘Lhe poor
fellow, not knowing any one was near him, w
combattng lus fate mandully, did in’ calculdtingd’
his chances of escape, gave utterance to the fol-
lowing j—- .

« Huint this an o:ful sitvation to be placedin no
how 1 11 was a steamboat, a rail,ora wood pile
I’d be better worth fifty cents on the dollar thar I’}
ever-be again. Unless ’m a gone case now, there
nown’t no truth in frenology.  IPve weighed all the
chances now like 2 gencral, and find only twothat
bear inmy favor ; thofirstis askunk holeto crawl
into, and the next a special .interposition of- Provi-
dence; and the best chance of the <two is so slim
il I only had the change, 1’d give'a preminn for
theskunk hole—thenv’s my sentieents, If' I could
be u mmk, a Jat, ora vater. snake, for about two
minutes, perhaps Jjwould’nt mount.the fisst stump
tother side of the Bio, and flap my wings, and crow
over everlasting life skientifically preserved.  But
what’s the use holdin’ on this root { there hain’t no
skank-liole in these diggins ; the water is getting
taller-about a foot, and if tny nose was a3 long as
kingdom come, it would’nt stick out much longer.

«Jeny ! you're a gorner, dud your marm don™
kaow your out l—poor woman ! wont she cry the
lasses ont of herspeetacles when she hears her
darlin’ Jeizy has zot the whole of Bufleslo Bio for
his coffin 7" What a pity *tis sowne philantrophis, or
member of the humane Sotiety never hadl foresisht
enotgh to build a kouse over this guttes, witha
steam engine to koep out the water ! If theyd
done 1t in time, they night have had the henoe
and gratification of saving thelife of a feller being
Bat its all duyswith you Jeiry, and a- big. harbour
10 cust anchor in.  1tstoo bad to go on in this orful
manner, when they knows I bllers hated water
ever gince I was big enough to kaow *twant whis-
key. . 1 feeldhe root giving.way, and since 1 don't
know a prayer, heic's a hitof Wait's Doxologer,
to prove 1 dicd a Chrisian § - )

« On the bank where drooped the willer,
Loggtimeago.” .
Refore Jerry got tothe conclusion; hé was wash-

“edinto'the bayou, withii u few fectora large flat

that just started for-the steamboat ; his eye caught
the prospect of.deliverance, and .he chunged the
of ¢ Heave
to there ! paseenuer overboard, and- sinking witha
belt full of specic t—theanan that saves memakes
hisfortune® Jerry Was fishedashote by adarkey ;
und to show-his gratitude, invited Quashy 0 go up
1o the grogery and licker.??,

Shéridan once wrote,s Women govern us, Jet' us -
try to render them petfect 5 the more they are en-
ightencd so much the more shall webe, ~ On the
cultivation ofthe minds of womcn, depends the
wisdom of men.? Napolion 3aid, ¢ the future des~

tiny of the childis always the work of the mother.”,
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