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Our Contrfbutors
CONCERNING POOR SERMONS.

BY KNOXONIAN.

Henry Ward Beecher once said that he bad
as good a right ta preach a pon sermon as
any other min. Na doubt he had and ho
sometimos exercised tht ight. AIl preach-
ers exorcise that inalienable right. Tht
very best ai preachers may go below zero
somtimes ln thein pulpit efforts. Tht oniy
preachon wha Is msolutely certain neyer ta
go belaw bis owe standard Is the min who
aîways preachts 50 poarly that ho nover cmn
gît any wonse. He is always sure ta be
bimseIlf1

We once heard a yontbiul piston say that
bis highest ambition was ta makre bis people
think that ho nover could preach a pon ser-
mon. Ho didn't makre tbem feel thît way
veny long. Had be nat heen possessed ai
the maximum ai conceit and tht minimum
ai sense he neyer vould have tried ta makre
themn feel thît way at ail. Any sensible, in-
telligent cangntgation knovs that its piston
can and must pneach poor sermons occa-
sioally. Tht conditions under vhicb ser-
mons are prepared and delàvtntd art sa
varions and aten 50 trying that so long as
preachens are human thein pulpît efionts
must vary in menit. It Is easy ta say that
the message is always the same. True ; but
the buman channel through wbich tht mes-
sage cames is iar irom being always tht
mime, and lu spiti ai alil vocm do tht mes-
sage yull more or leus takre its toue from tht
messen gor.

Sermons came ta congregations thmongh
a human oganismn. It vas ta men thît aur

scending Lard gave the commission,
IlPreach the gospel ta evory creatun." No
doubt there ire people ln the Cburch nov
who wauld have Impnovod ou that standing
ondin hmd they hein at Mount Olivet that
day, but thîy were not thern ad the Master
did flot onjay the benefit ai thoin advice.
The people who cau make things perfect are
very seldom prisent when they are uteded.
As matters now stand preachlng must be
doue hy min, and sa long as the best ai men
are menely hummu and vork under varyiug
and ofton tnyiug conditions sermons will
vary in tutnit.

But do tbey vary any mono titan tht
work donc hy othor men with voice or pen ?
Is thort mone différence betvoen tht bot
and paorost work ai'ý a fairly good preachen
than bttweon tht hest and poorest vonk ai a
lawyen, on ai a political speaker, on ai i

witrof aiauj kiud ai litenatune ? Is thore a
man lu the public liteofai anada ta-day wbo
dois not vary lu bis speeches tram bis bost
dowu ta zero ? lu there anything mare com-
mon than ta ses people came home utterly
disappointed irom a politicîl meeting at
which somo distinguished man spoke ? Tva
factors usually cause the disappointment.
They expected tao mucb and tht min vas
flot hinisebi. Ht vis nat up ta bis awu
mark. Ht was porbaps overvorked and
underslept. His physique was not lu good
fortu, or perhaps ho vis worried and ont ai
sorts genenally. Anyvay ho made a pour
appeanmnce and bis expectant adminers vent
hoe.-k- gte-aif-.1.ggstve.us
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at tht Bar, an tht plationni, ln pîrliament
or ln the pulpit. Rmilway trains don't al-
ways mun sixty iles an hour. No clock
stniket twelve every time. Perbaps Dr.
John Hall is tht best ml-rnund preacher in
Âmenica, and even John Hall is a long way
irom bîing up ta bis own mark aIl tht time.
Like lesser metu ho is human.

Is thero any mare difterence hetween tht
best and poarest in sermons thmn betweeu
the best amd poorest ln îny kmnd ai litera-
ture. Shakespeare varies and even Homen
nods. The greattst histonians have writ-
tee some sentences that are naw cbiefly used
as illustrations ai bîd syntax. Writems on
style set up these long turgid sentences
as terrible exampbes ai tht way Englisb
ought flot ta be written. There is a mighty
difierence between tht best and tht poonost
work ai îny poet. Penhaps Macaulay
cornesnearer uniiotm excellence thîn any
other writer, but even Macaulay goes up and
down tht scale ai excellence.

Is tht Bible aIl the situe? Is there no
difference between the i7th chapten ai John
and tht 212d chiper ai Ezra. Art tht ser-
mon an tht mount and tht zst chapter afiIst
Chronicles tht same ?

Leaving ipr a moment the realm aio tht
mnd and coming ta the material aena,
might we not well îsk do mon who work
witb their bands as well as wtb their brains
alwîys display uniiomm excellence. Is theme
anytbing mono notorlous than that tht bout
mechanic somnetimes dots pon work ? Is
thore anything betten known than that the
best business mon are sometimes caught
nipping ? Dots anybody need ta b. toid thît
the sbnewdest politiclans sometimes mîke
tht most stupid moyeu ?

If every other kind ai a man, editons, ai
course, lways excopted, varies in bis wark,
wby in tht name ai iairplîy shauld a preîch-
or be blamed if ho dots not always came np
ta high-water mark. Perhaps nadir bis
conditions ho is workiug iar harder wbeu ho
preachos paoriy than wheu he preaches welb.

Ator alI is auy sermon pon thît bas
gospel inougb in it ta save a sinner.

FIFTY YEÂRS OFf WITNESSJNG
FOR CHRIST 1K lJfEROPE. -Ili.

BY RIV. THOMAS S1MS, D.D.

We have requeetly met with the asser-
tion that the Theolagy ai Canada and the
United States is fiity years bohind tht times.
Germmny is a fuit bibi century lu îdvance ai
ns. Our estimate ai the sciptures, our con-
ception ai tht persan ai Christ, aur doctrine
ai tht Atonement, and aur views ai Escha-
tology are al ntiquated, and need ta be
radicaily revised.

If German Ratianalism is ta set the pics
iu Theolagicai tbinking we art lagging in
the race. Sa much we freely admit. But
Thealagy is easily impmoved inta Neoiogy,
and in -tht light ai Dr. Ctaig's rtniiniscencts
wo may see what Is the practicai value ai
many German impravoments. On Pige
aiten page tht Rationîlistic spirit is tibibit-
cd as tending ta intaberance, ta social disin-
teiznation, ta ineligion, and ta ecclosiasticîl
stagnation.

la tht city ai Hamburgh hetween tht
yeams s8oo and 1865 population trebled but

Swedtn was ready for his course in the High
Schoo, taking which was compulsorv ta
tht heir ta tht throne, bis mother was

deeply anxiaus he sbould be under* tht tuit-
ion ai a master who reverenced tht sciptures.
No Higb Scbool in tht capital had sncb a
man at its head. Tht Princess and ber bus-
band found it necessary ta secure tht estab-
lisbing ai a new school, and guide tht ap-
paintment ai its principal, in order ta place
tht future king under tht instruction ai a
master wba believed tht Bible ta be the
Word ai God. And closely associated with
this ratlonalistic tendency was spiritual
stagnation ln Stockholm as in Hamburgh
and other German centres.

À theol ogical student named Routenberg
who had attended lectures in Berlin and
paid mare attention ta bis Bible than ta
what bis professors said about it, became
joyously convented. Ho appeared later for
oxamination and licensune ta preacb in Ham-
burgb. His examiner was an aId divine,
wba, among othen questions, asked him,
IlWhat do you think ai Christ ?" Ht replied:
61I bebieve that Jesus Christ, truc God, be-
gatten of the Father irom ail eternity ; and
truc man born af tht Virgin Mary, is my
Lord, who bas edeemed mue wbtn lost and
lying under tht curse, and bas delivered me
from smn-tram death and from satan's power
-not with gold or silver but witb His boly
and preciaus blood and His unmerited suifer-
ing and death, that I may be His property,
may live subject ta Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in righteousness, purity, and
happiness, being made like Him, who being
raised fnom tht dead, livos and roigus for
ever. And ail this is most certainly truc."
Ht had anly nepeatod tht iorm ai words
every Lutheran cbild must repeat in prepar-
ing for confirmation, but ho uttenod tbema
witb sncb animation and evident conviction
thît the aid examiner was stîmtled. Look-
ing Routenbtrg fuil in the tyts while >a
toîr gisttned in bis own, bo said, "lDo you
roalîy believe that my son ?". Tht candidate
replied thît he most certainly did. 61Well,"
said the aid man, "lfor many years bave I ex-
amined students for admission ta tht office
ai tht boiy mmnrstmy, and you are the first
who bas tald me that this doctrine oi aur
Church was bis own hope."

.Rationalism, and sucb a hope as this,
are antagonistic ta each othen. A joyous
confidence ai sin lorgiven and a hope bloom-
log with immortaiity are fruits ai an Evan-
golical faith. German Thoogy conld show
no such products, as Examiner Rîmhîch
could testify ont ai a long experience. A
scriptural experlence only bbossomi whon
there is a scriptural thealogy, mad a scrip-
tural theology is vory apt ta blossom.

As Rationalism undermines tht persanal
hopes ai tht Christian, su, msa, dots it cnt
tht nerve ai missianary enterprise. Dr.
Craig's observations illustrîte this in a
variety ai ways. la tht Presbyttry of Ham-
burgh, whee pastors badl learntd ta dis-
beliove Ilen - personîl God, or in Jesus
Christ as a Savior, or in the Scriptures as
tht word ai God, or in the atonement, the
rosurrectian, and a final judgemtnt," it ro.
qnired tht advint oi an Evangîlical pastor
libre Routenberg ta introduce Sunday Schools
unto tht City. ln tht Duchies ai Schltswig
and Holstein. wlth four hundrtd pînishes
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parishes, and consequentlv ta get afV
Christian wark done was a task beset wjtb.'
great difficuities and discouragements. 7

Since we are being assured sa saiemni?
that aur Evangelical theology is behind thé
times, and are being urged ta cnt lbase frons
aur moorings and get inta the German drit#
it may flot be unprofitable ta remind out

selves that this drift bas a histary. Call it
by wbatever name we will,-Deism, Ration-
alise', Liberal-Christianity,-its tendency 15

tbe sarne always and everywbere. d
vitalizes Christian experience, loyers thO
ideai af Christian candtict, relaxes Christian
eftort, and arrests Christianity's pragresi.

Iniallibility af interpretatian does nat be-
lang ta the Pratestant Churches and tht?
will da a sorry dav's wark wben they claie'
it, but there are facts af the Christian te--
velatian which we can neyer surrender orf
even qualify without opening the daar tO
canfusion and irreparable lass. Praminent
amang these are tbe special divine inspira-
tian af Hoby Scripture, the Deity af Jestul
Christ, redemptian thraugh bis death, re-
generatian cantinued and canfirmed inta
sanctification by the Haiy Spirit, and tbi
guarantee of a future life supplied in tbei '
actual resurrectian ai Jesus Christ irrm tOe'
dead. The sad results which everywhef@
ensue framn a failure ta maintain fundamental
Evaugebical truth shauld surely serve tW
steady any wavering mnd and stimulattO,
the churches ta haid fast "the iaith once do,
ivered ta the saints."

THE CHRIS'PIAYf COKSUIOtIS
NESS.*

BY REV. W. G. JORDAN, B.A.

The writer af this book might lead one
ta expect the presentatian of an eaboate
theory as ta tht nature ai "Christian cou-
scianuess "' and a detailed application oi
that theary ta the various depaniments of
doctrine and manalty ; the strength ai the
book is hawever not in any campletness of
philasaphical or theolagicai discussion, but
rather in its suggestlveness, ln tht fact th*t
it stants sa many questions, and opens ou
50 many subjects which need careful and
thoraugh treatment. To do full justice ta 8,
subject so deep in its nature and wide in 103
range would require aiery large volume, of
even a stries ai volumes, and as the proes t

baak is of noderate sizp the author bas ta
content himself with a bni statement af hi"
leading thanght and the application af it te]
i 10w linos ai dactrinal contnoversy and,
moral developinent. But even this leadi
him incidentaily ta touch on questions 01'
phiiosophy, thoology, Biblicîl citicisalo.1
socialagy, Church histony and ethici. 1»
this way the whole realm af modern thoughtý
and action is opened out befare us, aîud
that flot simply as a present manifestations'
but msa as having its iroots in the rersot@
past. Tht question will at once irise, fro00ý
what standpoint da we lu the present di*
cussion view al this changeluil lue, andlwhW
principle do wo seek ta illustrate in O*f'-
selectian af facts. The answer is IlChrir
tian consciousness"and "evoîntion.,

purity, but ho sets clearly tat the righitl OCj
'The Chi istiau Consciousness, its Relation ta vo

tion in Morais and Doctrine. By J. S. Black. ig-U
Lee and Shapherd.


