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Stewart appointedto that place. The condition of the Darlingford
mistion field was seported upon by Mr. Fisher, and st his request
that conFtegation was placed under the care of the Motden session.
Mt Gallan reported in tclerence to the new mission of Pelican
Lake, and alter deliberation the coust resolved to endeavour to secure
and assign him mote territory for work. The present position of
the Cartwright field was also considered and was found to be pro-
pressing favaurably under Mr. Drumumond’s energetic ovenight,
The Clearwater mission was severed from Pilot Mound Church
aund constituted into & field under the charge of Mr. . E. Munro, A
public meeting was held on Wednesday evening, and was well
attended, The Moderator presided and opened tﬁe meeting with
devotional exercises, after which the Rev. Dr. Munro delivered an
address on ** Tne latent power in our Church and how to bring it
out.” The subject was well handled by Mr. Munto; and he was
followed by Rev. Messrs Farquharson, McKenzie and Cains.
The Knox Church choir conducted the singing. Tnal discourses
were detivered by Mr. Macbeth, Mr. Beattie and Mr. Drummond.
The three discoutses were approved, and the young men certified
to their college senates by the Presbytery,

PaesBYTRRY OF BRANDON  This Presbytery met in hoos
Church, Portage la Prairie, on the 15th olt. Rev. A. McTawvsh,
of Chater, was appointed Moderator.  Mr. 5. C. Muarray handed
in his resignation of\he Clerkabip. Thiswas accepted and a hearty
vote of thanks tenderd&) Mg MNgray for the efficient manner in
which he had dischegpaq tige dulies ot the office. Me. W. L. H.
Rowand was then&p {nted"dfesk.” Dr, Ribertson reported flor the
deputation appointédio ¢isibihie Treherne field, that after delibera-
tion with the people, they had divided 1he field into two new charges
to be known in the future as the Treherne and Holland fields. The
extract mingte from, fnoceedidgs of the General Assembly anent the
divisicn of &‘ths‘b Ys wqtr‘;nkcn up and read, and it wasagreed
to forward the ;‘))apen Nr. Hojcett, the Moderator, by appoint-
ment of Assembly ofthe New Minnedosa Presbytery. Mr. Todd
submitted the report of the Home Mission Committee which recom-
mended the payment of certain expenses ; that the balance of money
in the bands of the committee, namely, $96.69. be divided equally
between the two new Presbyteries and that the division of the travel-
ling expease fund be left to the convenience of the Home Mission
Committee of the Brandon and Minnedosa Presbyteries to be at-
tended to in Septemnber.  This report was received and adopted and
Mr, Todd was tendered a hearty vote of thanks for the efficient man-

ner in which he discharged the duties of the Convengrship of the
Home Mission Committee. Mr. D. Statker subtuittegihis repont as
treasurer of the Presbytery Fund. The xepogt was received and

adopted. Mr. Stalker then gave in his tesignation which was
accepted and the thanks of the Presbytery were expressed to him for
his faithfulness. Mr. W. . Miller was clected to act as treasuter
for the future, The Presbytery unanimously agreed to a resolution
of condolence to Mr Todd for the bereavement he recently suffered
in the drowning of one of his children. Letters from the Clerk of
Toronto Presbytery were real translerring Messrs. T, R. Shearerand
M. C. Rumball to the Brandon Preshytety to be takem an public
probationary trials. These gentlemen being present, the Presbytery
proceeded to their examination, and being satisfied as to their ex-
perimental acquaintance with religion, and their proficiency in div-
inity aud other studies expressed their approbation of all these parts
of tyia}, they having satisfactorily answered the questions appoin‘ed
to be put to candidates to be licensed, the Presbytery did solemnly
license them to preach the Gospel of Christ within the bounds of this
Presbytery or wherever else they may be ordetly called, The Pres-
bytery also proceeded to the ordination of Mr. Shearer. Answers
satisfactory to the court having been given he was solemnly sct apart
to the office of the holy ministry, Dr. Robertson leading the Presby-
tery in prayer. Applicarions {or loans to aid in erecting churches at
Virden, Alexander and Austin were received and trassmitted to the
Church and Manse Building Board with recommendations for their
favourable consideration. Mr. J. C. Court was authorized to mo-
derate in a call at Carberry and Mr A. McD. Haig at Treherna
and Holland whenever the congregations at these places were pre-
grtd. The Presbytery apreed that the next regular meeting spoold

in Brandon on the evening of second Tuesday of Scptcnw The
Presbytery then adjoutned to meet in the same place above oy the
23rd July, at two o'clock in the afiernoon.—W. L. H. RowaND,
Pres Clerk. .

PreseYTERY OF MINNEDOSA.—By authority of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian  Church of Canada, the Prcsb{tery of
Minnedosa met at Minnedosa in the Presbyterian Church there on
Thursday the 1Sth ult. Rev. W. Hodaett, of Birtle, who had been
appointed by the Assembly as first Moderator, called the meeting 1o
onfeot at the hour fixed. He conducted divine service, preaching a
sermon from Ephesiansiii. 8.  After reading the extract minute of
the General Assembly authorizing the meeting, Mr. Hodnett formally
declared the Presbytery of Mionedosa duly constituted for the trans-
action uf its business. It was agreed that Mr. Murray, of Neepawa,
be permanent cletk, and that Mr. Hodaett remain in the chair for
the next six months. A committee was appointed to strike standing
committees, whose-report, when adopted, was as follows : Home Mis-
sion Committec—Messrs. Jas. Todd, D. Stalker, J. Mowat, Wm.
Hodaett, S. C. Muirayand C. H. Ross, Foreign Mission Committee—
Messrs. D. Stalker, McArthur, Colter, Hargrave, Laird and Harris.
Temperance— Messts. Hoduett, Colterand Steele. State of Religion—
Messts. Mowat, David Ross and James Broadfoot. Finance and Statis-
tics—Messrs. Murray, Hargrave and Young. Maintenanceand Theolo-
rical EQucation—Messss. McArnthur, Laird, Hargrave, Wellwood, and
H. C. Ross, Sabbath Schools—Colter Todd and David Ross. Examina.
tion of Students—Colter, Stalker, Murray, Wellwood and Smith.
Church Law an1 Property—Todd, Wellwood and rs. Sabbath
Observance—Halliday, Hodnet, and Irwin. Systematic Beneficence
—Halliday, McArthur and Young. The fitst named beng the Coz-
vener of the committee in each case. An application for aloanin
1id of a church at Russell was recommended to the favourable con-
sideration of the church and manse buildiog board. Mr. D. Stalker
was appointed treasuter of the Presbytety Fund. The resignation
of Mr. Gow of his charge of Oik River mission was referred to the
Home Mission Committee and afterwards accepted, Arwangemenls
were made for the dispeasation of the Sacrament in mission felds
having no ordained missionaries. There was 2 discussion of the tem
perance qaestion and the attitude of the church towards the liquor
tafic. A committee, consisting of Messrs. Marray, Todd, Smith,
Colter aod Ross, was appsinted to draft resolutions anent themat-
ter, who afterwards sahmitted the following report which became the
finding of the Presbytery: That whereas the present aspect of the
liguor liccnse system reveals its obaoxious nature in & way that calls
for the interference of the Presbytery. be it resolved that, 1. We con-
demn most sttongl{ the attempts which have been made withia oar
bounds to obtain liquor licenses without compiying with thelaw,
that we denounce the  persecation carried ot in many instances by
tiquor dealers and theit friends, of law-abiding citizens who have
e 10sign ao application for license or who have protested
aguinst the same, that we express-our stropg sympathy with all who
may bave suffered in a’?{ way for thus maintsining law and opposiog
the liquor trafic. =. That we call upon the office-bearers, members
and adberents of the Preibyterian Church within out bounds to reluse
10 sign any zecommendation for an . application for license and urge
them to o?p thelicensi %l; hotels, saloons fafnd bl:'wu to tge
utmost power. 3. tan otganized effont pet forth by
this Presbytery to educate the jons within its bounds by
ministers exchanging pripits and preachiog sermons on the ‘present
aspect of 1he liqaor ques iov. 4. Thatin accardance with the deliver-
ance of our Syaod and Assembly, we will never rest until we obtain
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the entire suppression of the liquor traffic, It was agreed that the

next meeling of the Presbytery be held in Bittle, on Wednesday, the |

11th day of September next, at nine o'clock in the morning ; that the
Wedaesday evening sederunt be devoted to the discussion of the
question ** How Best to Promote Spiritual Life,” andMesas. Mur-
ray and Todd open the discussion,.—S. C. MORRAY, Pres. Clrk.

Presnvrery or WiNNipeG,—The Presbytery of Winmpeg met
last evening at half-past seven o'clock, in Knox Church. Oa motion
of Rev. A, B. Baird, seconded by Rev‘.)d]amcs Lyouglas, Rev. Joseph
Hogg was called tothechair to actas Moderator pro tem. The callftrom
Stonewall to the Rev. W. J. Hall, who was last year a student of
Manitoba College, was taken up. It was unanimous, signed by
filty-four members and thirty-four adherents, and guaranteed a salary
of $856. Thecall was sustained by the Presbytery and ordered to
be forwarded to the Presbytery of Kegina. Rev. Mr. Bryden's
resignation of his charge at Selkirk, which had been laid on the table
at the last meeting of the Presbytery, was taken up. It was announced
that Mr. Bryden had accepted an appointment to Battleford, and
had to.day taken his departure for bhis new ficld of labour. On
motion of Rev. Mr. Baird, seconded by Rev. Mr. Duval the resigna-
tion was accepted, and moverand secunder were appointed to prepare
a minute expressive of the estecem 1n which Mtr. Bryden was held.
Rev. A. P l.ozan was appuinted to preach 1 Selkirk next Sabbath,
and declate the charge vacant. Rev. Dr Duval read gephes to the
reasons of dissent which had bLeen handed in by those who did not
agree with the tinding of the Piesbytery at its last meeting it regard
to the call from Stonewall ; these were received and adopted, and
ordered to be engrossed in the minutes. Rev. Dr. Bryce presented a
report of the Home Mi.sion Committce covering the following mat-
ters: (1) Rev. Juhn Hogg who has been supplying the North Church
for four wecks, was formerly appointed ordinary missionary in
charge  His name was ordered to be added to the roll of the Pres-
bytery ; and I'rof Hart having tesigaed the Moderatorship of the
North Church Session, Mr. Hogg takes his place. (2) Rev. A. P,
Logan was appuinted to Selkirk ti)l the next meeting of the Presby-
tey. {3) The student who was appuointed last spring to preach at Mea-
dow Lea, having L:c 'me unwcll and unable to eontinue his work, the
matter of finling another man to take his plie was entrusted to the
Home Mission Committee. (4) The HomejMission Committee wasalso
insttucted to secure supply for Stanewall and Fort Wiltiam, wortk to
be given iu those places to the Rev. . Y. Ross, V.A., of Westport,
Oat. The foll 'wing members of the Presbytery were appointed to
conduct communion services in the nussion fields under the care of
stulents : Clearsprinrs, Rev. James Hamilton; Clandebove, Rev.
A. P. Logan; Dominion City, Rev. James Lawrence ; Fort Frances,
Rev. Dr. Duval ; Gretna, Rev. James Lawrence ; VMeadow Lea, Rev.
James Douglas ; Morris, Rev. Dr. Bryce; Silver Mountain mission
and Vermilion Bay, Rev. John Pringle; Whitemouth, Rev. A. P.
Logan ; lcelandic mission, Rev. Dr. Bryce; Fart William, Rev.
Joha Prmglc; Stoney Mountain, Rev. A. B. Baind ; Suthwyn, Rev.
David Anderson ; Niverville, Rev. James Hamilton. Revs. Jimes
Lawrence, Dr, Bryce, De. Duval and Mr. Spence reported attend-
ance at the meeting of the General Assembly. Messrs. Richard
\Whiteman of Fort William, and William Neilly of Schreiber, who
have completed their cullege course in Queen’s and Knox resp ctively,
applied to be licensed and oidained. A commirtee, consisting of
Revs. James Douglas, W. H. Spence and Joha Hogg, and Messrs.
Dr. Agnew, and P.R. Young was appointed to examine these gentlemen
and report thismorning. It was agreed on motion of Rev. James
Hamilton, that a committee on statistics and finance be instructed to
prepare a tabulated financial statement for distribution among the
families of the Presbytery. Mr. J. D. Conklin preseated the treas-
urer's statement, from which it appeared that the income of the Pres-
bytery for the past year had been $116. and the expenditure $9
more. Mr. MacArthur bad audited the books an¢ found them cor-
gect. Rev. John Pringle announced that 2 new mission at Slate
River,'a farming district twelve wiles south of Fort Witliam, had been
opened, and had been supplied by Mr. Whiteman, the missionary in
charge of Fort William. The Jand is the best in the neighbourhood
of Port Arthur, and it 1s near to the Beaver and Badger Mountain
missions. The Presbytery expressed gratification at the opening up

,}bis ney field, and iastructed the missionary at Fort William to
givcts migch supply agpossible. Mr. Bryden, who had been Moder-
ator b phY Preshyt ‘;, sesigned his wosition, and the name of Rev.
James Haufilton §omidgg next upon the. »ll, he was appointed to pre-
side over the court{or the next six months. Dr. Bryce presented 2
tepost from the cohmittee appointed to strike the standing com-
mittees, which was adopted as follows : Home Mission Commiitee,
- -Rev. Dr.iBryce, Convener ; Principal King, Prof. Hant, Dr. Duval,
Joseph Hopg, A. B. Baird, John Hogg and W H. Spence, and
Messts. J. D. Conklin and C. H. Campbell. Forcign Missions—
Psof. Hart, Convener, A.B. Baird and Robt. McBeth. State ol Reli-
gion—Principal King, Convener; Prof. Hart, James Lawrence, R.
Nairn, James Douglas, James Hamilton and James Thompson. Sab.
bath Observance—A. McFatlane, Conveoer; J. Pringle, Joseph
Hogg, W. Neilly, A. Carmuchael,jr., Rat Portage; Dr. Agnewand

oho Browa, Morris. Sabbath Schools—John Piingte, Convener;
ames Lawrence, James Hamilton, W. D. Russell, G. H Jobn:tun,
ohn Sutherland, Kildonan; J. B. Stewart, Sunnyside, and J. A.
Stewart, Port Arthur.  Financial and Statistics— \. B. Biird. Con-
veaer; Dr. Bryce, C. H. Campbell and J. D Coaklin, Tempes-
ance—]Joseph Hogg, Convener; D. Aanderson, J. Prnngle, R. Naira,
Joho Brown, Fort William ; J. Kirdwood and P. R. Young. Exami-
nation of Students—TJas. Douglas, Convener; Ds Duval, D. Ander-
son, J. Hamilton and Chief Justice Taylor. Systematic Bencficence
—Dr. Duval, Convener ; Puncipal King, W. H. Spence, Chief Jus-
tic Taylor, C. M. Copeland and P. R. Young  Maiatenance of the
Theological Department of Manitoba Colleee— Dr. Bryce, Convener;
Dr. Duval, Joseph Hogg, R. Naira, D MacArthur, Emersosn; R.
MacBeth and G. Tocher, Balmoral. Funds for Aged and Iofirm
Ministersand for Widows and Ocphans—Joha Ho%z. Convener ;
A, B. Baid, \W. H. Spence, Dr. Gillics, John Patterson, St.
Andrews Church; J, L. Meikle, Port Arthur, and D. MacArthur,
Emerson. Rev. James Douglas on behalf of the committee appointed
to examine Messrs, Whiteman and  Neilly, stated that they been
examined ia Greck and Hebrew exercises, theology and Church hiss
tory and personal religion ; and that whe examination had been satis-
factory. These two Jgentlemen then preached sermons before the
Presbytery ; and afier several suggestions and criticisms had been
offeged by members of the Presbytery, it was moved by Rev. J. Prig.
gle, scconded by Rev, Jotn Hogg, and agreed, that the tepost of the
commitlee be adopted, and the trials, as 2 whole, sustained. Tae
sums allocated to the several congregations within the bounds of the
Presbytery, amouating in 21l to $1,435, for Manitoba College, were
announced and adupted by the Presbytery as follows : Kilonan, $60;
Port Atthur, $100; Rt Portige and Reewatin, $40; Kuox Church,
Winnig)ei.i $550; St. Andrew's Church, Winniper, $350 ; Emerson,
$20; Selkirk, $30; Springheld, $:l§; Stonewall, $25; Clear Spriogs,
$10; Dominion City, $20; Fert Frances, $5; Greenwood, $203
Headinglv and Blythfield, $10 ; Meadow Lea, $5; Millbrook, $25 ;
Morris, $103 Fort William, $35 ; Whitemouth, $5. North Church,
Winnipeg, $20: Augustine Chuech, Winnipeg, $60; Sthreiber, $10;
Stony Mountaig, $5; Suthwyn and Niverville, $5. Rev. Joseph
Hogg gave notice that he would moveat the next meeting that the
Presbytery make provision for holding Presbyterial visitations of all
the congregations within its bounds within the year. The Presbytery
then proceeded to license Messes. Neilly, Whiteman, and to ordain
M. Neilly {or work in Schreiber, Mr. Whiteman's ‘ordination being
post for the present, oo account of uncertainty as to the place
of his futare woek. The aext meeting of the Presbytery was
apﬁinud to be-held in Kaox Cburch, on Tuesdav, 10:h September,
at half-past seven p.m.—A. B. Bagp, Pres, Clerk,
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

Ak SAUL REJECTED BY THE LORD. 1 e

Gotnen Text. Because thou hast rejected the word of
the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from bewng king.—1
Sam. xv. 23.

SHOKRTER CATLCHISM.

Question 33 —He “adeepteth us as sightcous wn his sight only
for the righteousness of Christ.”  This righteousness of Christ com-
peehends all that he did in the way of ubedicnce of of suffering 1n our
stead while on earth  No other being than the God-man could have
thus acted in our stead. 1 was only in human nature that the de-
mands of the law upon mankind could be met and sausfied. Hut ot
was only a divine Persun, who is himself the law to all others, and 1s
himself under no law extetior to his own will, whu can render 1n the
stead of another a free obedience which he dues nut owedur humself.
And this “rightesusness of Christ ™ is made the mentorious ground
of our being judiciously pronounced to be righteous (i.c. 1hat all the
demands which the law as a covenant of life makes upon us are satis-
fied), because of two facts: [1] Because that the righteousness of
Christ *tis imputed to us ;" and [2] because it is “ recerved by us by
faith alone " (1) To impute sin to any one is to charge 1t asa grcund
of punishment, It may be a man's ownsin (Ps. xxan 2), or it may
be the sin of others—ic not their personal blameworihiness, but
their guilt or obligation to punishment.  Thus our sinsaresaid tohave
been laid upon and punished in Christ (Isa. liii. 6, 12; Gal. a. 133
Heb. ix. 28; 1 Pet. ii. 24). {2] To impute righteousness 1s to credat
it as the ground of justification or of reward. Thus the rewardable-
ness of Christ’s mentortuus work is credited to the believer, so that
all the covenanted rewards of 2 pesfect righteousness hencefurth law-
fully belong to him (Rom. iv. 48; 2 Cor. v. 19-21), Ths right-
eousness of Cbrist is imputed only to one who believes, and so it
is received and self-appropriated only by faith. This justifying or
saving faith has no merit in itself. _ It is only the band or instrument
by which we lay hold of Christ. It includes trust. It is fanh wn of
on Christ {(Gal. ii. 16 ; Acts xvi. 31). This faith is the ** gift of
God * (Epb. ii. 8) ; it never exists al e, but is always accompanied
with love, and bears holy fruit in the life.  But 1t alone, and no other
grace, is the instrument of uniting us to Christ, and so of effecting
our justiication  Justification_is therefoie **an act of God’s free
grace.” Itis absolutely sovereigr and pre-eamnently pratustous, io
that Christ is given to assume our place, and in that his nghteous-
ness is allowed to count in the stead of ours. At the same tume,
after this substitution is once sovereignly admitted justification 1s
strictly judicial, being perfectly conformed to law and justice, since
Chriat as our substitute has literally and completely fulfilied all the re-
quirements of the law, both conmandments and pepalies. Calvin
says, in his Institutes, b. 3, chap. 11, §2: ‘* A mao will be justifked
by faith when, excluded from the riphteousness of works, hs by
faith lags hold of the mghteousness of Christ, and, clothed in 1,
appears in the sight of God, not as a sinner, but 2s righteous.” — 4.
A. Hodge, D.D.

1. Saul’s Failure.—Saul had several kingly qualities. He wasa
rean of great s*ature and bodily stiength, and not wihout personal
courage ; he possessed military talent, but it wasin the moral quali-
ties that he was lacking. On several occasiuns he acted on his own
impulse, even when that was _distinctly opposed to God's express
command. \When the Philistines threatened him and his people at
Micmash, though he was instiucted to wait for Samuel’s arrival to
offer sactific s to the Lord, the impatient king resolved to attack the
enemy before the prophet came.  Soon afterwards Saul's obedience to
God's command was again put to the test when the Amalekites, war.
like descendants of Esau who occupied the southern border of
Palestine, and who cvidently lived by plunder,—cameup against the
Israclites. The command was that the Amalclates should be slain
and their cattle destroyed. God, who is sovereign and righteous
judge, punishes wicked nations in this life, and for wise reasons forbade
His own people from enriching themselves with the spoils these
marauders had gathered. The temptation to take the best of the
Amalekites' cattle was too strong for Saul and the army to resist.

11, Saul Reproved.—The disobedience of Saul was the subject
of a ditect communication from God to Samuel. That message con-
tained the declaration ** it repenteth Me, that § have set up Saut to
be king.,” God who knows the end from the begioning, does not
repent in the same sense in which sinful and erring men repent. When
men violate the conditions on which the divine favour is promised
them, then God changes his methods of dealing with them.
Grief enters into all true repentance on man's part. God's
grief is for man’s folly and waywardness, for in all circumstances the
Judge of alithe carth doeth right. The reason forthis change of God's
1atention regatdiog Saul is given, ** for he is tamned back from follow-
iog Me, and hath not performed my commandment.” This commu-
nication deeply woved Samvel with sorrow and indignation. He
speat the ni%ht crying unto God. In the morning the prophet weat
to meet Saul, who had in the meantime goneto Gilgal. The kin,
gteets Samael with the customary salutation and hastens to add, **
have performed the commandment of the Lord.” 1hbe haste with
which he tells Samuel this suggests that his conscience was disturixd
and that he sought to quiet its upbraidings. The prophet stanles
him with the question, *¢ What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” To
this the convicted king, like most wrong-doers, offers excuses more
inﬁ‘eniom than true.  He supgests that the people were to blame for
taking the cattle, and he seemed to imagine that if they were offered
in sacrifice God would accept them and forgive the offenders. Saul’s
defepce of his conduct 1s weak and hypocriticel.  Samue] reminds
him that God had raised him from a very bumble position to the
throne of Israel, and then directly accuses him of disobadience of
God's express command to destroy the Amalekites because their sins
had merited this awfut punishment. Aund then instead of destroyiag
their cattle, he 2nd the people had selected the best of them. Saul
still persists in attempting to justify his action by repeating that the
Awmalekites were destroyed, and that the people had taken the spoil
for tke purpose of sacrificing it to God, Samuel’s answer is im-
pressive, and contains 2 most important lesson.  Obedience is better
than the most costly sacrifices that can 2 offered. A sin is not
atoned for by the practice of another virtue. Rebellion against God
is as the sin of witcheraft.  Saut had eadcavonred to repress this
superstition among the people, aud now his disobedience was no
better than that, aund persistence in his own will in opposition o
God’s will was virtual idolatry. The word went forth that his rule
was toend The reasen of Saul's rejection is plainly stated : his
vejection of God's word was the cawse of his deposition from the
throue of Isracl. The word of God by Samuel was not immediately
fulfilled, but from that time unto his tragic death Saul was wretched
:,nd unsuceessful, because God's approval and blessing were with.

raan.
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Samuel was zzalous for God's glory and was deeply crieved at
Saanl's defection.

.. High place in God's providence is & position of trust and zésponsis
bility,  Its occupency tests character.  Saul falled in the test.

Tbe sin of disobedience leads to othersins. Sanl when con-
fronted with the trath tries to evade conviction by throwing the
blame upon others. dete

"Partial ‘obedience can never stand foe Tall compliance with:God's



