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of riçh Gospel truth, a sermon oi such surpassing
excellencc as thc gicatcst pulpit oratar of the day
might have becn proi-di of, a sermon of suc!> dcpth of
tboughit and tclling ,jractical effect as securcd the
rapt attention oi the audience ta thc vcry close. Not
the Ieast rcmarkable feature o! thc discourse wvas the
intimate acquaintanèc whiclî the prcachcr showcd
with the progress oiscientiic rescatcbi and d';sco,ýcry,
for it 'vas filled wviîl refcrenccs ta thc latcst inven
tions and discoveries in science and art, pro-ing that
the preacher, in that far distant island ai the sen, wvas
keeping Pacc witb Uic spirit of Uic age.

B t, grent as wcrc bis intllectual attainmnrts, and
pulpit cloquence, the influence %bich lie cxcrted in
bis intercourse among the people was greater still.
He was in labours aburîdant, and these labours %vcre
most succcs5ful. As minister ai Fctlar and North
YcIl, hie had inan) hardslîips ta experience and dan
gers ta cncounter. Six miles af sca scparated the
twa islands ; and on every alternate Sabbaîlî he
had ta crosý that strait, someitimes at the imminent
hazard af his lire ; but lie neyer shrank from the
danger, and many a liairbreadthi escape did lic cx-
perience froarn the fury oi tha: winds and 'vaves. Wlien
translated te the parish or Unst lie continued lais
labours witb equal assiduity and succesç. The re-
cord of hais labours tiiere forms ane ai the most inte-
resting chapters in the Iiistary ai philanthropic enter-
prise.

Unst is the mast northern portion ai the British
Empire, with nothing but a long stretch af acean
bctwcen it and tlie Northî Pale. It is rcmarkablc as
being the most fertile and beautifual ai aIl the Shetland
Islands ; and the traveller afier cxpcriencing the
blenkness and desalation ai the otlier islands ai the
Shetland group, is struck with admiration when he
beholds its superior loveliness. In the north ai the
island riscs a bill ta the height ai nearly 1,aoo feet,
the view iromn which iar excecds in magnificence any-
thing that the buman mind can conaceive. I neyer
expect ta sec in ihis world a sight equal ta that
which I bceed when standing ane day upon that
northern sumrnlit. Away ta the north, and east, and
west, far as the eye cauld reach, stretched an un-
bralcen expanse ai waters; while, turning ta the south,
the eye rested on a multitude af isleîs, cncirclcd by
the silvery sea, an whicb Uic sunbcams wcre spark-
ling witb a dazzling brighitness alînost taie beautîfual
ta gaze upon ; while ail around the base ai the moun-
tain lay meaclows carpeted wvith verdure and be-
sp2ngled with flowers, the season bei.îg the carly
summer, the loveliest season ai the year ini these
ncrtbcrri latitudes.

When Dr. Ingram began bis labours in Unst in
1821, religion and morality among the people were
at a low ebb. The island had been long under a
Moderate ministry; religiou'; ardinances wvcre little
attended ta, and drunkenness and licentiousness ta a
great extent aboundcd. But soon bis cnergy and
zeal producedl a marvellous refarmation. The fer-
vaur ai bis nuainistrations drcwv the people in multi-
tudes ta the bouse ai God, and lic set a-gaing mave-
ments whicb clevatcd the tane ai society, restrained
the evil influences whicb prcvailed, and nearly extir-
patcd drunkenncss and immorality. He was held
in unbounded esteem by the whole cammunity, and
his influence and example were feit ta the rcmotest
corner ofithe island. During tbe later ycars ai bis
ministry hie wvas greatly assistcd in bas labours by bis
son, the Rev. John Ingram, uvba was settled as bis
colleague in 1838-a man ai superiar intellectual
power, an earnest and faithiul preacher ofithe Gospel,
bcloved by ail -he inhabita *nts aof the island, and un-
ceasing in bais efforts for their temporal and spiritual
good.

Tbc most raorable incidents in the closing years ai
this eminent servant ai God were the visit ai Dr. Gutb-
rie in 1871, and the attention which this drev ait the
timie ta the remote island and the venerable patriarcb ;
and the celebratian ai his centenary in 1876, ini which
aIl ranks, and classes, and denominations, united ta
do bisa bonour.

The close ai bis lue, like the evening ai a long sum-
mer day, was spent in rcst and retirement, seclusion
frosa the woarld witb its cares and afixieties, and
patient waitingifor 'the change. 0f bim, mare than
ai most, are the Apastle's 'yards -applicable. IlI have
fougbt a good fight, I have flnishedi my course, I ha ve
kept thae iaith ; henceiortb there is laid up for me a
çrown ai rightèousness, whicb the Lord, the righteous

Judge, shall give me at that day." His calm depar-
ture, aftcr Uic toils and labours ai his lie, %vas more
like a translation ta a highcer sphcre than a disruption
ai the tics ai lueé, and wc can tbink ai M naw t-s
having entercd upon the heavenly rest, and the
higbcr service there. Nowv that bis abundant and
succcssiul labours lîcre are cndcd, and Cod has scen
nîcet ta remove him ta bais heavcnly *homre, long
wvill bis nicmory bc cherislîed with the fondest grati-
tude and affection by the simple-minded islanders
arnong wbom bc lived and laboured. The results ai
these labours arc abiding; tlîey will bc icît by gencra-
tiens yct unborn ; but how great thcy are, the day ai
accounats will alerne declare. Oi bis long, laboriaus
and useful lueé, the indiabitants ai that island have
reason for gratitude ta God, for sparing hini so long
ta be thecir guide, counsellor and fiicnd, ta impart
unta tbcmr the consolations ai the Gospel amid liie's
adversities and sarrows, and ta point the way ta a
better wvorld., Oi bis lue and wvork, now that hie is
translatcdl toi a bighcr sphierc, we may adopt the
beautiful lines ai Longfellow, in which lie draps a
melodiaus tear an the give ai bis friend Sumner, anc
of the grcatest of Arnerican statesmen .

Werc a star qucnched on high,
F~or ages woul its light,

StilI travelling downward fiom the sky,
Shîne on aur martal sight.

Sa when a great nan dies,
For yenrs bcyond our ken,

The lighî. lie Icaves behind bim lies
Upan dhie paîlis af men. a

APOS77OLIC SUCCESSIONr ANDTE
A POS TOLIC FA TIIE RS.

BYi REV. T. F. FOTHERINGHANI, M.NA., ST. JOHN, N. B.

Holding that questions ai Cburcb arder occupy a
very subordinate position wvhen coînpared with the
great doctrines ai the Gospel-blieving that the
Church is Ilthe pillar and ground af the truth"»
rather than the embodiment ai a systematic polity-
Presbyterians are nlot much accustomed ta dwell upon
the reasans whîch have induccd tbcmn ta adopt the
principles ai Churcli government wvbich are.exempli.
flied in their ecclesiastical system. Consequcntly
many outside aur communion, and not a iew within
aur pale, bave been led ta conclude that the systeni
is anc ai expediency mercly, having noa very clear
founadation in Seripture or antiquity, or, if, through
being faitliiully instructed in Iltlîe wholc counsel ai
God,"1 tbey have seen clearly that here, as in cvery
other part ai ber creed and discipline, aur beloved
Mother Churcli lias taken the reveaied Word as Ila
lamp ta bier icet and a light ta bier patb "t-that, in the
words ai one ai ber earliest historians, her reiormers
Iltook nat their pattern fromr any Kirk in the world,
no, nlot fra Geneva itseli. but, laying.God's Word be-
fore theni, made Reformation accordisîg thereunteoth
in doctrine flrst and then in discipline"l (Row),-yet
they have regarded vith little Interest the argtuments
based upan tbe practice ai the early Ciut-ch. They
have said, IlIf we have the Bible on aur side we care
not for the voice ai ant-quity wvbere it contradicts the
anc suprcme and infallible Rule. Belîînd the walls
ai this iortress, saiely bidding defiance ta the encmny,
we refuse ta be drawn out ta do bate on the plain.
We atre building the wvalls ai Zion ; we are doing a
great work, sa that wve cannot came down. Wby
should the work cease, whilst we leave it and came
down ta cver (vaunting) oppontent wbo, irom what we
believe ta be a prejudiccd study af lîistory and incor-
rect interpretation ai Scripture, concludes that, be-
cause we have not a bierarchy, %ve arc no truc Chut-ch
af Christ?" But, acfing an this principle, wve are in
danger ai allowing the case ta go by deiault. Througb
the force of mere assertion, rather than by strength af
argument, many seem ta bave been pcrsuaded that
we are silent because we know that. history is against
us. IlYau dare not," say they, "ltake the evidence
ai the ea-rly Church, for you know that it would require
you ta revise your interpretatian of Scripture. The
statemcnts ai the Aposties would convey a vcry dif.
fercnt meanïng when read in the light ai the Aposta-
lic Fathers. The Çburch history ai the Newv Testa-
ment would yield the genms ai a very différent Church
polity when interpreted by its development -in the
next five centuries." Again anid again we are told
that t.ere can be no Chut-ch wbcrc there is fia bishop,,
anid the doctrine ai -th 1e .Tri nity is scarcely more in-.
sisted uponi than a trinity of eccdesiastical orders.

Tzat the constitution of lt early Clwrc/î was
Presbyeizn ii ceariy infern-df,<ntAc i ifitingt o
Mie Aj6ostohlc Fal/zers.

This is a title applied ta thase immcdiatc pupils ai
the Apostles %,liose bvritings are extant. Tlîey fail
!ite two graups, viz.. the disciples ai Paul, Barnab.ts,
Clorment ai Rame and Hermas, and tic disciples ai
John, Ignatius, Palycarp «and Papias. Let us brîefly
examine tliese.

Clement ai Rame (died about A.D. i00> as the re-
putcd autlior ai an epistie fromr the Il Clîurch ai God
whiclî sojuurns at Rame," ta il the Chu-ch oi God
wlii.l sojuurnas at Corinîli." This epistle contains a
iraternal rcmonstrance %vitb the latter Churcb in re-
gard ta the dissensions wbkhi lad arisen %vithin it.
Had there been a bishop in Rame, why daes such an
offi.al document neyer mention bis name? Had
there been a bisbIop at Carintb, %why is he neyer once
rcferred taP

On the contra-y it i, presbyters who f111 the epis-
copate (c. 44/' , à is against presbytcrs, that thcy have
made insurrection <c. 47) ; it is uante presbytcrs that
tlîey are exliortcd ta subiiit themsclves (ç. 57). How
could thp- brethren at Rame, if under the benign ric
oaarigit reverend father in God, thusw~rite? When
wniting ta rebuke faction, howv cauld the Church and
its prelate be so forgetful as nat ta point ta Ilthe ane
remedy for the divisions ai Clîristendom "i-tbe apas-
tolic succession ai bishops? If prclacy promotes
unity, peace and subordination, then wvbat a pity that
it was not tried just here wbere it was most needed.
Sa far irom suggesting such an expedient the Romans
write, il Only let the flock ai Christ be in peace with
the presbyters who are set caver it"i (c. 54). One
does not wonder thiat such a candid bistorian as Mil-
ner s'hould acknouvledge that "let flrst indeed, and
for some time, Churcb gavernars were only ai two
ranks, presbyters and deacons. The Cburch ai Cor-
intli continued long in this state, as far as one may
judgc irom Clcment's epistle" (Churcli History," I.
161).

As Clement is probably lhe persan referred ta ini
Phil. iv. 3, sa Polycarp (died about A.D. 167) is in ail
likelibood the "angel" of the Smyrnan Chut-ch, ta
wham the epistle is addressed in Rev. ii. b-s i. His
epistle ta the Philippians is extant. It begins, "Poly-
carp and those tvha with him arcýpresbyters,» and is
addresscd "lta the Churcli ai God sajourning at
Philippi." In it Polycarp catIs himsei a presbyter ;
be addresses bis letter ta no bishap ai Philippi, and
neyer mentions anc past, prescrnt or prorpective
throughout the wvhole epistle. This is the more ne-
mankable when we fixîd that it coasists largely ai ex-
hortations ta variaus family and social duties, and
the practice ai the Christian vit-tues. [t alludes at
length ta the duties ai deacons and presbyters, and
bidis the people be ilsubject ta the presbyters and
deacons" (c. 5); but docs flot in the ncmatest manner
t-cicr ta the duties ai any higlier officiai, or the respect
duc ta him froin the people. He mentions the case
ai a presbyter, Valens, wvbo bad been dcposed for im-
morality; but gives no bint that any bishop was con-
cerned in bais deposition, ar wvas necessary ta bis
restaratian. The Chu rch is caunscllcd ta treat isai
wiith moderation and kindness. Wben we compare
these lacis with the address ai the Apostle Paul ta
the saine Chut-ch (Phil. i. 1, Ilbishops and cleacons ")
wc have surely as strong evidence as couldi be ab.
tained that the rulers ai thc Churcli at Philippi were
presbyters-bishops and deacons.

[t is ai no use ta "lsuppose" tbat at Philippi and
Corinth the bishop Ilmay have been temporarily
absent." Thene is fia evidence before us that he ever
wvas in cither place, or was even expected, and the
burden ofiproof surely lies with those who (rame thea-
ries ta ebcape difficulties. Had these secs been va-
cant, wve cannot understand bow, in epistîes of such a
chat-acter, no refèece is made ta the fact. these
are thie only two churches negarding which we bav 'e
authentic cantemporary information in tbeJIrstceQ.
tury. Tlîe wvritiiîgs ai Palyca-p and Clement pre.
sent us with no trace aficpiscapaicy, in lhcm, and.no list
ofithein bishops bas.ever been founda. Wbatt-ight have
aur oloponcnts ta conclude that -other Churcheýs, z-e-
garding which we have no cantcmpoary records, were
at this timerepiscopal?

P.egarding the writings ai Ignatius (died nlot later
than A.D. 116) there lias been niuch contrcaversy.
.The most certain fact about thesa. is, that.. ty, hiave
been expanded by interpolations of a mtîcU.i4;date


