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our contrtbutom6
TI/A RA r4 TTA liNS A 7' TH1E F-RONVT.

liW KNOXONtNIAN.

The stanxping ont cf the insurrection in tue North-
WVest lins nmade Canadiatis somnewhit fantiliar îvith
niiiary ternis. Seven montîts age soine et ns may

net bave known xvhat a "lcarri " i%, but some of us
know nexv. Seven nxonths ago saine of us mn>' net
have known how to classif>' majors, colonels, captains,
and alter ofiicers accorli ng ta titei r ranlr. 0f cenrse
ive oil knew naw. W- knaw, tac, wliat a batta;lion
is; and are familiar withi the names cf several botta-
lions îLot distinugished thenmselves at the front. Sup-
pose ive divîde up the xvorkers cf thte Presbyenban
Chnrch ino battaliouîs and sec how.%hp, grand army af
John Calvin in tItis country looks ia action. There is

TIIE CLEItICAL tA'TrALION.

Tiis.battahion is 700stnong. The unitorniis gener-
ail>' a rsombre block wbith white facîngs. Trenembers
efthis Lattalian are ail cfl'tcers. Theareticaiiy, the
oifficer are cf the samne rank. This is what is meanti
by Il parity e! Presbyters." The phrase Ilpaont> of
Presbyters " is gond as a% tuerephrase, and sountis
WelI in speeches and books on Church gaveromenu.
Tiiere is mare ofi n in speeches anti books than in
actual lite. insu howvmuch Ilparîuyll bere is hetwen
a cit>' poster whe receives $4,oee and a Muskeka mis-

- sienar>' whio luxuriates oit $400, lu is diffieult ta sa>'.
Perhaps tlie-principal points ai "pait>'» are that bath
are gond nien, bath are Presbyteraxs, bath preach
the Gospel and bath Lelong te the Adami tamil>'.
It wonid.Le an intcresting e.rercise te niake a tew
peints on the martial qualities cf the clerical Lattaion.
Sncb %vert-, however, is quite unnecessar>'. The part
of the rank and filic that iîang about tite rear, and do
nothing but tahk, ina>' e safely'entrusted with the duty
cf criticising the cicricai battalier. The>' arc always
ready ta sacrifice theniselves in that tva>. Shoulti
uhty fait in titis mast important work, the niembens of
the Lattalion nia>' Le depended an te criticise each
n.ther. Iu is a tva> somne et them have.

On the whele, the cîcnicai battalion 's a noble body
of inen. A unifie slow pcrhaps au limes, Lut generaliv
steady and strang. Tie>' na>'nat alwa-,ysLe the-flrst
oun the fieldi but they are ohvays the last ta ]eave. In
tact tht>' bardiy ever do Ieýxve. They don't make as
much noise in action as the 'Methodist hattalion; but
the>' are steadier andi sta>' better The Metbodisi
battalion can beat tbem on a cher; but tbcy neyer
béat- thein on a charge. Neyer. The>' anc net se
show>' as the Episcopaliax battàuion; and dan't pa>'
so mucfiattentionttonir unifanni. The Episcepalian
battalion have let:n knewan ta quarrel about their uni-
tarot ini front cf the foc. As ail-round fighters, the
13aitist battalion is net te be conîpareti xith tLe Pies-
b>'terian. The Bapuist cienicai battalion filî -with
desperatian if there is a Lady of it-ater betiind themn;_
but out ini tht aopen fild -tbey arc ne match fan the
Presbyterion battalian. Saine of tue senior. menibers
of the Presbyteniaui battalien have au times been
charged with indulging i a lIitt'le tee much strategy in
xegard ta vacant-positions on the field ;but qui te likel>'
the tacts bave been exoggerated. Ont pua point
about thishbaîtolien is that tie menibers are very liable
to-quatrel about the battalion ninsi. Quarrelling.
about miusic in front cf the foc is nct mnchb licter thon
cjuarrelling about the cabaur of the urtiforni. Next in
anier comes the

SIATTALION 0F RULING ELDERS.
This-Lattalion nuinhens 4,626. Iu is on the- wboie a
solid, steady baitalion, andi bas a noble historv. In
ailher -landts it'bas dene spîcaditi service an many.
a iiarà-fatight fieldi. Jn the carl>' bistory of Canada
niait>' et our Lest pesitionis were taken andi bravplv
hbelt b>' mczbers cf this batsaiion uni! -the -clenical-
bautalion coice up. Of loue Ibis Lattalian-bas beren a
go9d4 dent criticiseti. lui won'It do thc battalion apy
harnt, ehaips.sanie gond. Fre very pentulot în.k
spcnici ticising then, apalul hanbeen-speu

tbe'clnial atalin.It bas beea proposed i hâtthe
niembers-oa! iis battalion cou!st eor -five yecarsinstead
cf for.lite. Tire proposai does ti meet with-gecral
acceptorice and niay neyer ýbe anytÈzn.g more iban a
propoal. Some beavy artinonce willJ Là necdedzte
carry. thé pronosai into effecu. Sa for ýa strong -case
lias nct beau mode,ônt. To show that,,olt e! neorly ive:

thou Sand eiders a few arc uselessandi kW tworse thon
uscless, la ta show nothing at ail, Jo any bodycf h.ait
thnt sile dicte Witt alwnys bc sortie useIcss mnen. There
rr o111Y 700 nîinistcrs in the Chuirch, saine et
tlîem arc useless and some. %vers* thon uscless ; I
a nuniber of elders like a number of ininisters, should
never ,have bcen in their office:; a number more, like
soe ai their ministerial brethren, have outlived their
usetulriess ; a number train variaus causes have be-
corne hiopelesy soured, just as %orne ministers have
becanie hopelessly soured ; a te%% arc chronlc obstruc-
tioniists, and a few ministers figure in the sanic way ;
but thcesenunibcrs rwhen dde-d.are smallcompared îvith
the whole numiber. Count theni out of the ncar>' flvc
thousand and you have a body of Christian mn that
for high Christian character, fidelit>' to the truth, zcal
for Christ and Mis cause, stands head and shouIlders
over any body of Christian inymien in the Dominion.
Ncxt cornes

TUIE FINANCIAL IIAITALION.
This battaion is composed of deacons, managers,
missianary collectors, missionar>' tre-surers and other
officiais who collect and take care of the sinews of iar.
It nunibers over 7,000. The ineobers are usuahi>' the
bcst business mnic in the Church and that gencraiiy
mecans that they are among the best business mec,in
the community. Last year this battalion collectecd
and handled $1,558,21g. This amount is almost as
large as the nnual revenue of Ontarto. It is larger
than the revenue of the str.alicr Provinces of the
Dominion. It is easy ta write these facts, but Whoa has
any proper idea of the labour and responsibility af
handling a million and a-hait of dollars in smal
amounts. And se iil is the work donc that a seri-
eus mistake rnarel>' occurs. The financial battalion
deserves the thanks of the Church. The only reivard
many cf theni cver receive in this world is imper-
tinent nibbling- at théir annual statement, quite oftcn
made by men who don't pa>' enough ta the Chiurcli
ta keep the Cbnrch officer in matches. The finan-
cial battalion wiI get their rcward whcn the Chief
Captain returns 1

Thc largest battalion in the grand an>' cf John
Calvin is

TIIE SABBATH SCH-OOL IIATTALION.
This bat talion numbers r ,oi 4. They'teach in round
numbers 100,000 scholais. The battalion is largely
composed cf ladies and is ail the better on that
account. Like the eiders, these teachers have beeni
favoured with saine adverse criticism cf late. It is
proposed that they should stand exanîinations as a test
cf their fltness to .teach. On the whole they do their
wori, quite as ivell in the Sabbath schoal as the
preachers who proposed ta examine ,thcm do.theirs-
in the pulpit, and -in many instances ver>' mnch
better. It is said that saime of those who clamour
thé loudest for examining Sabbath schoal teachers,
nsed te dodge their own examinat*-ons in cahlege.
Taken as a ivhole aur Sabbath school wcrkers arc
the Lbest people we have. They workfifty aiternoons
ca-ch year for the Church and teach niany a child
more Gospel truth in-ane afterneon titan its parents
wcnld"ina year. There is many a chiid in the ran-
somed throng around the throne who was shoive thé
way thither by the failhfni and sclf-dcnying teachers
of our Sabbatb schools. Now we corne !o

TISEJU1SICAL IITALION.
There -is ne colunin for this battalion in -the Blue
Bock. As thére are about goo c'Jngregatios aid'
otan> cf them have chairs.. there must bce over .1ooo
wpeople cngaged in one way or another in conducting
-the psalmody oftthe Church. Thisç is the most severély-.
'criticised, ivorst abused and least-thanked battalion in
the îvhole army. High-toned chairs are severcly
criticised ; mýedin- *toned chairs are treatcd in the
sime fày ; iyhile the lone precenter whc stands.- up
Il aJone in, bis glar " and damý the Lest hie can,.. is
aiften-tmerciiessly crittcisedl everi by-those who-like.
lm and ýabuEed by those who don'. IMci .who cao-
not sound "Do!. tozcave thzir lives,.who don't knètv
'te NationaIlAnthein fri Old.,Huridred, who-don't,
:know sharps tram flats, !hoiigh Ïxc>' ught ta bc vcry
,fam:iliar with- flats, can-,al-.ways-fInd tant witx the.
-singing. We:can.reniember but ane congregËati.on ih
.the Church-St. jam.es Square, Toronte--that.givesa,
.voieaftbanks toits cho-r at th ninual uiùeeting.'There
rriay -be Athers, but -certainiy nut nxany, tirai evengo
thlrough-thefortn.. We havi à&tended, church ,with

* corMmendable rcgularity aiIl our livcs and w~enxevtr,

heard one petitian affcred in a Presbyenian puli for
tiiose leading In the service cf sang. ;Is titis riglit?
The service of sang is ant of thre ox im uportant andl
mniglît Le, and sometirnes is, one of the Most edifyig
and inmpressive In publie worship. Tee allen it is
littlc mère than a bane cf contention betwecen flic
mare con.ervative and more advaîîced eicentts in ie
conîgrégation.

It has oftcn been urged that chairs have Leen -the
cause cf -much trouble in churchet. Evrtn Tnlnia.ge,
wish genial ainteat ta a fhuit, says tîtat wvlen the Devil
cannot get int a ciîurch ini an>' other way lie ca
aiways gct in titraugi the choir. If sonie musical
mon were ta clhohlcnge tite papular verdirt against
chie~s, it nuight be verydiff'ult te show when yen carne
down ta hard lacs that choira have cased more
trouble in churches thon niinisters 6r eiders, aiir saine
peaple îvho arc nothing and do nothiutg, have caused.
But assumuig that musical peuple are soinetinies vety'
sensitive, envicus or jeaicus et cach other, hâve they a
tmonopoly ofthesequalities? Are thcyanytniore sen-
sitive or envions or jcaioustiutiided thon sanie minis-
ters are il

A good choir practises once a week which mens
flfty.uwo evenings a year given to the Chnrch. Tite>
sing twice ever>' Sabbath which, nian% ont lhund7ed
services cf ver>' difficuit aVd easily spoiied wvork.
Even if musical ability gees tor.nauhing, and it is worth
a great deal, the labour involved in ail this is no
trifle. Sure>' the persans wha dû it ivithout tee erre-
ivard are at lcast entitled ta the gratitude cf ccngrega-
tiens. And thcn who can cstimate the value of'good
siutging ta a congrégaton ? Many ef those who find
fhuît %wîuh choirs and their work do net, iieyer did,
and perhaps never will, spend an heur a ycar in
working foir the Chnrch. Surel>' therc is rocm fer
iunprcvement in the inanner in which tue manjv con-
gregations treat those who tead tbem i0 the service
osang cvery Lords Day. it cannot be denied thant

q'&shave been the source et a gond dent- of con-
gregatienal friction. The fauit ina> nlot ahways have
been, theirs, ;nd if tht>' werc trcatcd mart gener-
ansi>' and prayed for occasienai>', there mighu'.not
Le sa niuch friction. Sornetimes bu 'viii be ftWd that
when Young people in a choir quarrel badhy, there are
old people behind them--sometinxes the iorters et
the Young ladies-- wîho, instead af throwîng cil on the
troublediwaters, do cxacily the opposite.

WVHAT TUE RANKC A14D FILE SHOtJLI DO.
HeIp the Lattalions at the front. Pray for- tlhcm.

,Cheer themo n. Support theni. And sendon abu.nd-
ant sufflies, eesfially ta the finanda! t3aita/ion,

A UOIDA Y TRIP.

London is,J3tar excelZencê, i/ut city cf the, world.
Vi th a population nearly equal ta thauvof dec Dom-
iein et Canada, one nicetq with people af aImoýt-a1

nationalities and all grades of socicuy. i1t is said ta
contin more Scotchnien thon arc tû befoilnd irtEdin-
burgb, more lrishmen than in Dublin, and mort
French and- Germons thoan in many cf the larger cities
in German>' and France. To de it at ail thoroughly
would require not the few days or.*eeks usually given
ta it by transatlantic visitor.-s, butsever-al moixîhs.
We have speuxi fullyihree weeks here, and theugh, we
have-satigbt te utilize aur time as advanlageoiriiy os
possible, ihere are yet tnany places on the litt of thse

*îiec purposed-visiting %which %vc have.faited ta sec,
On arriving i'n- the .city, the flrst mattez -rt-quiricig

attention is ta flnd a suitable home during the. pericd.1
cf one's stay. 'Hotels tbere are in abundanice, and-that
at rates te suit almost any 'puise. WVile sane of these
are con ductcd -on ,the -Amexican principie,,et 5e much
perda>'. includingeverytbinig,the gentrâl 5 ianis topàsy
se mucb for-youn rocri andi attendance, and tà.~uke
your nieais citber in th c tel orý other restaurant, pay-
ing tar wVhat yen get ,accordinC ta a printed tàAuffsup-
Plied.onentering. Tire planiwc addapîcd and wvbbch.'ive
faund- Most -siisÈacîory ibu ever>respcct, was -ta taIre
roonis at a priv.tte^hotel on a quictTspeccuob1ýstrect,
ntear the centre of the cil>', paying aceàtain suni par day
toxroomsi attendainceanti dbreakfast, ýnd, taking lunch
andi dinner at somec restalurantîwlecrcvtr wehappelneci
ta b. -In cnnetion. it. ohl the parks, ninkéuns,
places cf entetiunenu, etc.,, there 4rre. gond -restaur-
anîs.in abundance, where meals maày li hadl at prices
,t osuit one1stastc orýpuse. A gond zeniprtible.robai
in sucb privale bateis, with breakfii t4ndattendancc,


