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TVhe variability of seasons when
one v'ear is comýpared wvith another.
or %;ith a series, is a subject of
interest to, nany. as questions of
profit and loss are tbereby involved
Questions of the amount of atmos-
pherichbeat, or of rainfail. determine
whether the farni granary and bay
mow shalh be welt replenished or
otherwise.

And a peculi.yrity in the meteor-
ological condition of the first ten
days of May of the present year,
swept away nearly ail prospect of
fruit yield in a vast district of
western Ontario.

From the ist to the iith of May
there was unprecedented heat and
sunshine, and the reactionary tem-
perature caused a wveek of chilnuss
and frosts, biighted and ininimized
hopes of harvest.

The great dryness of the wiiole
groýving season of 1895 left its mark
in the economnical status of tilleis of
the soil in those districts which wvili
require years of piopitious harvests
to compfensate.

The effect of excessive drougth
is also, disastrous to the growvth and
multiplication of the wild flowers
of the forests and fild margins.
Many individual species disappear-
ed for the tîne, but it is to be hoped
are flot extiuct, and may be resuci-
tated by more favoring conditions
of coming years.

Yet the dryness of the suxumer
seasons seems to, be not unfavorable
to the breeding of birds and wiid
animais, to the immature young of
which the chilis and damps and
drizzles of ear]y summer are often
very destructive; and such as nest
on the ground and in burrows seemn
always to increase the xuost in
droughty years. The creeks and

rivulets ini this district bave beevu
almost destitutt of wvater for many
montbs, yet the local trappers have
reported their captures of m uskrats
and minks as bcing as numerotis as
the average seasons, and the re-
mark is frequentlyheard, that-foxes
have so abounded arou,-.d here of
late as to, threaten to beconie a
very serious annoyance to poultry
breeders.

One individual that v,,ie know
lateiy asseited that incredible num-
bers of young turkeys had this year
been carried off by foxes that prow-
led about the thickets, and even
chased their prey through corn and
stubbie fields to, the very vicinity of
the barnyards. Though the under-
ground retreats are easily found,
they are so cunningly chosen among
dense growvths of small oak and
maple trces, that the labor of un-
earthing and evicting Reynard is
quite to.dious and formidable.

1 heard of the atte-npts of a nuni-
ber of our local sports wvho wvent in
for a day's hunting wvben the first
considerable snowfall happened at
the beginningof thepresentmonth.
The bunt aiiuded to was unsuccess-
fui, very numerous fox tracks %vere
observed, but the bushes and tree
branches parted with their burdens
of snowv on the slightest vibration,
and obliterated the footprints of
*men, dogs or foxes, tbough several
of the latter wvere seen and chased
for short distanceq. It was said too
that the snov was flot in sufficient
deptb, (abbut eigbt inches), andw~as
aiso, iii too dry and powdery a con-
dition to tire or impede roynard
much in his agile movernents; and
a number coigas d'avantage were
observed, where the fugitives had
reciined, and ieisurely estimated
the dangers and possibilities of the
battue. Another party of r-ports
wýho sperit the day "taily-hoing" Là
a senn-wooded region, six or seven
miles distant fromn theregion where


