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like Windsor, Cornwallis. Truro, &c.,
would act more wisely in purchasing and
fattening stock raised where hay is cheap-
er and less marketable, Let them even
sell more hay dnd purchase grain or oil
cake with the proceeds—and with the
jmproved munure they would thereby ob-
tain—a less quantity would raise better
root crops than they now harvest.

Supposing the furmer has, however,
settled in his own mind that stock-raising
is his line, he should then decide whether
heifers or steers will pay him best. Iam
convinced that he can obtain which ever
sex he wishes. T quote from the Culti-
vator of Sept. 1851, a statemenit wade by
the Count de Tournay, a distinguished
French gentleman and farmer, in regard
to che breeding of cattle. He mentions
the method by which the breeder can at
pleasure produce bull or heiter calves.
He continues, if the cow is milked clean
when she receives the bull, the prodice
will be a bull culf; bat if she takes the
bull with a full udder, the produce will
be & heifer calf. He named & farmer in
France who put seven cows milked dry,
and the produce was five bull calves—two
other cows not producing any ealf; aud
in several other instances under his ob-
servation the result had uniformly been
the sameé.

I may add as my experience, that, for
the last three years, it has been my stock-
man's invariable custom to put my cows
to bull immediately after his breakfast, he
having hut halfan-hour before finished
the milking. I have had a steady run of
bull calves—in fact I may say that since
that has been his custom, I have not had
& heifer calf from a cow so served, and
for which, until now, I was quite unable
to account. My experience, herefore,
strongly corroborates the above extract,
and I 'make uno doubt that your readers
can, from their habit of cooking facts,
confirm or contradict the theory so start-
ed. Asto the breed of cattle, ¥ should
unhesitatingly say that the Durham
(grddé, as the pure is a scarce and codtly
article) 1s the most suitable stock for this
country. Wo raise butter, it is true, for
our, home consumption, but it is mainly
by beef that our farmers live. I have
tried pute Aldérneys and Durham with
crostes of eath;and of the Devoit. I
find that in summer, in bush pastures, the
Durham and_ grades forged well for food
and thrive well— whilst the Alderney
seemed afraid to go out of the beaten
trackn-literally, I may say, ivaiiing for
their food to be brought to them; and in
winter, let my food be rich or poor, the
Durhaoi lixvel itivarisbly been the thrifti-
est cattle in the barn,—they seem, too, to
continue growing during the wiuter whilst
the Alderney's, even in my warm stables,
are drawn up (ail of a heap) in very cold
weather. As milkers, .the guantity is
about the same; that of the Alderney is

a brighter color, but I do not think the
yield of butter is greater. In the dairy

“the pans in which the Alderney milk is

set ehew out brilliantly from the others,
the differentas being as that between a
sovereign and a shilling. Visitors at the
Provincial Exhibition of 1868 will re-
collect the bright golden-colored butter
that took first prize—it was made from
Alderney milk; onlookers constanly re-
marked that it must be ~olored. The
general experience, howeven, is that but-
ter made frow Alderney milk alone, beau-
tiful as it luoks when fresh, is so rich
that when kept any tine it turns rancid
and bécomes unfit for use. I find, b{
keeping oue Alderney to every thre
other cows, that I improve the color and
taste of my butter, and yet do not risk its
keeping properties. Not wishing to tres-
pass too much on your columns,
I remxin, obedieutly yours,

HMay 4, 1870, J.W. L.

SALT FOR SWINE.

While all other dumestic animals are
regularly supplied with salt, the hog is
generally neglected. He requires, how-
ever, to be as constantly supplied as the
ox, the liorse, or the sheep, and suffers as
much from privation as either of tle
above nawed animals do. His food is al-
most invariably given to him in & fresh
and unseasoned state, and to this fact we
may doubtless attribute many of the
violent and fatal diseases to which he is
subjeet, and which stagger all remedies,
however promptly and skilfully adminis-
tered. Xf the food be not regularly sca-
soned, there should be a trough or hox in
every sty, in which salt may be deposited
regularly for the use of the auimals.
Seasoning the tood judiciously would be
much the best way. As seasoning the
food of the hog is mentioned above Jet it
be understood that salt only is here alluded
to, for if any person should try seasoning
with pepper taey will mnke 2 great mis-
take ; for as_much pepper as will suffice
for & man’s dinber will kill a hog.

“N.E. F?

TAN FOR POTATOES.

A farmer of Troyes, having remarked
that while the cholera was raging in that
town, some Yyears ago, the inhabitants of
every house in the neighbosrhood of tin-
yards escaped the disease, turned his ob-
servation to profit as to the cultivation of
the potato. Previous to planting his
pctatoes he takes a shovelful of tan, which
ho throws into the hole. An entire field
th 18 manured with tan produced a magni-
ficunt crop, whilst an adjoining tract of
lai.d, which had not undergone this prepa-
ration, had only yielded diseased roots.

It appeared that potatues, after being dug,

and placed in a cellar containing tan,

were equally preserved fromn disesse.
“N. E. F.”

Dacxerret, April, 1870.

After ¢ raither a cauld winter,” it muit
have been refreshing to the citizens of
London, Edinboro’, and Dublin, to have
the “ spring season” opened by a flower
show. Notwithstanding that winter in-
clined to linger in the lap of spring, all
the shows were a decided success, whether
we take quantity or quality as our stand.
ard, The only drawbuck on former
shows were the Hyacinths, and they were
poor every where. Azaleas, Rhododen-
drous, M ; 10nette, Roses, &c., have beeh
up to the mark, and in eome cases have ex-
celled formor efforts. But the things that
have ex~i.ed most attention were the
Cyclamens, plants that have hitherto
dragged out a miseruble existence in somb
out of the way corner of the greenhouse
in the winter aud spring months, and
during the summer exposed to all the
elements. Sorae cultivators have taken
it in hand, and by careful hybridising and
good cutting, have made it a charming
plant to decorate the greenhouse from
November to March. The cultivation is
quite simple, by sowing the seed, keeping
them growing, they may be flowered in
twelve months from date of sowing. I
know of few plants to equal them, either
for decy ~ation or cut flowers, the foliage
of the pew varieties being very orma-
mental. It was very amusing to stand by
a group of the plants in question and henr
the adjectives and adverbs that were used
in their praise, the ladies being particu-
larly demonstrative, and they are allowed
to be good judges; seldom will you find
o.them at fault in wmatter. requiring taste
avd selection, and their patronage and
support is freely given to shows here; in
fact no show would be complete without
their fair countenances toadorn and grace
the scene I have also seen the © Fair
Daughters of Acadia” turn out well to
the shows that have now become obsolete
in Nova Scotia. I trust the geod folks of
lovely Truro will read the Horticaltur-
ists of the Province & lesson, and ofer
prizes for subjects pertaining to Horticud-
turb at their projected show. A County
chow is a move in the right direction,
provided it will be opeu to allicomers
and if arrangements could he made to
Hold thie ‘shown in different Counties by
fotation, much good miuht be effected.
This is the pian adopted by several
societies here, and it works adic’rably. I
trust the different “ounty Boards will see
their way clear to'give it a trial, let them
pull together, and I have no doubt that
lovers of Agriculture and Horticuiture
and all their attendsnt branches, will lend
2 belping hand. -

A HALIGONIAN,



