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1Bpfore resuîuing the argument in favor of the proposition advanced by
ily colleagule, let Ile refer to smle objections whicli have beeni broughrlt
against it by the leader of Uic iîegyative.

'I'Ie inifluience of A verrocs, (f the injurions effeets of wliieh lie spokze, wa,;
e-otifinied to Southierui fIaly anld tie south of Spaiîi, in whlîih latter country it
-%vas equally destructive to Uie regnanýt iMoliaînîncdie(anisnii. 1 ain rathier sur-
prised that Col. IngcersollVs miane shiould lhave been introduced as thiat of aiT
eýxpoiienit of free thouglit ; as a inatter of fact 1 iiever lieard thiat the
idowglity Colonel hiad ever yet coiitributed a*siuugle tliotîght, of aniy kind, free
or unfree, to the sumn of humnaii knowledge.

Tt lias beeii asserted thiat controversy lias iîever beniefited the cause of
truth, and thiat the e-arliest Christianlity is the plurest, clîistiaiity. rhis
latter is, 1 tliink, an exploded idea, for îve arc niost of us welI aware tlîat
çiiîoîy was iiitroduiced iinto the Churcli iii thie earliest liistory, aifd thiat the
Epistie of Johnî is believed to liave beeti writteni against thé- Gilosticisiii,
%vichl fouiff its way iiîto the Clîurchi evenl iii apostolie tijues: and as to t'le
formner stateint, 1 hiave îio doubt, thiat your cînjiiient Professor of Systeîi-
atie Tlieology whio so ably fis the chair oni this occasionî, lias of Leui poiiite(l
Olut thiat it lias beeii during coutro-crsy iii the struggle Nvitlî error, that

liuh as bc'enl apprehlendfed, fori lated anîd aîssimilated by tie Clîristiaiî
(ilureli.

Tliera iýs .clmiewhl-,t muore force, 1 must admit, in the statenuent that the
faiLli of îuaiiy lias beeîî wrecked I)y the iiifliuenice of free tliotlghlt, yef. Il
iiii,t 1ioiiit ont tlîat (1 ) înaiiy people Nvlîo aire Said to baive lost tileir faîit.h
iii this way, bîail littHo or no0 faith to 1<>se. (2) Maiiy liave called theili-
q0ive., freet.iikers Nvhio were suchi oîîly in niane. ley wishied to lead siii-
fi lives sucil as Llie Chuirchi mlust, disaýpprove of ,tlîey daslhked thie moral
,fiaifdaard wluich thie Chîristiaiî Clîurclî set up, aînd su thîey tooli.ref lge f romn
H ieir conscienice belinid the iinask of f ree tlioughit. Ili these cases thecir bail
lives were thue cause, iîot the ircsill, of thxeir preteifled free tluinkl-
iîilîg. (3) Tin regard to tliose who îvere sincere aînd înorally eariîest,
matîy of tîtein liave not ren'iained frec tliiiukers, but hlave been led olit
iîuto the cleair ligîît, of a Ili-lier, a more iiitelligent faîitlî -e. g., Neaii-

<rColeridge, Goethie, PMo. Thompson aînd maiîmy otiiers wliose experieiie.
lias be likie Arthîur 1tlJall*s, so beaîutifiilly described b', Temîîîsoî-

,wlim rouight hiis doulîs amid gatliered streiîgtlî."

''Ilis hie came ait Ilîgtl tu fiîîd a firmner faitlî luis owii. WTe eaii, liowever,
point to more positiveé gains.


