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f.u'i, arc poctica-l in their. tlîotglit anid StlC of expr.essioni.
Tholugli apparently writteul in prose, they are, to ail iîitents
1111(1 pupss pociJIS, SQ iinucli .so, at leasb, tlîat they cann<)t
be rightly uiiderstoo<l or apprcciatc.d unless they are treated
aIS sncb. 'Ie facb tha; Lhese aire written iii prose forin, somei-
what obscures their rmal pootîcal ebrceadmakes it, more
difficuit than it would otherwise bc to draw a shartip Uine of'
distinction betwveen the parts whieh are really pi-ose an(d
those wvhich are really poetrv' , so, th.at, there is soine rooiu l'or
difference of' opinion "on, the inatter. But the distinction iii
general is broad enoughi, and( cannot lie denied by any one
wvho c1Lres to look at the sub*jet fairly at a]]. Whien, for ex-
ample, .iai in his inlitial (liscouirse opens w'ith the splendid
apostrophie " Hear, 0 hieavens, and give ear, 0 emrth, for
the Lord God biath spokeni." \V c el that we arc at once iii
the poetical realm and that the differcuce betwveen it and trne
poetry is onily one of' the arrangement of' words. ihere is
littie need, however, to (lwell on this at greater length as it is
now pretty generally recognize1 as trme.

'What lias not beemi sufficiently recogrnized, even. by learned
coummentators and scicntilic theologians, is the heuringof this
fact on the interprctation of ail sncbi portions of Scripture.
One w~ill searc-li in vain thirotughl the ivorks on Biblicai
Uiernmeneutics for any adec1uate treatment of the interpreta-
tion of poetry as distinguishied fromi prose. Thie inost that,
one finds, are. a fe«'- brief paragrraphis on thie treatinent of' cer-
tain figures of speecb -which migbt, occuir ini any style of
Composition, and need not in any way affect the nethod of'.
interpreting the rest. There, is scidoin any apparent appreci-
ation of the radical diflýreince betwecn prose and poetry or of
th.- widely diffèrent principles hy "'hich the interpreter inust
be grovoirned in the exegresis of tbe two dlistinct literary

Wbiat then is poetry and how is it to, be interpreted?
Tbiere* is probably no definition of poutry as yet sug-

glested w'hichi is beyond criticisrn, but there are some outstand-
ing features of it wvhich caîmnot, Nvell be inistakeon. As dis-
tiliislied froi prose, which is the natural expression of fact
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