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AGRICULTURE IN THE PUBLIC ~CHOOLS.

If there be one of our modern institutions, wluch, more than any
other, typifies the principles of democracy, that ore is the free public
school. Supported by public money, and controlled by trustees. who
are clected directly Ly the people, the school opens its doors to the
children of nll classes.  No barrier is raiced to exclude those of any
nationality, creed, color, or social rank. The pocrest day laborer has
an oqual right with the most opuleat citizen to send lus cluldren that
thex may acquire at least thie clements of an oducation.  TFurther
than this the state arrogates to itself = part of whas was formally con-
sidgared to be the pareat’s anthority.and make s compuisory an attend-
ance at schiool of all within a certain age.

Under such ] system the interests of the majority muse ever be
keot in view. aed it is highly importaut thad uo factn or party
should ohtain an ascendaucy to use it to their uwn advantage. at the
expense of “lie other members of the community.  Instracting, which
is snited to the requircine ats of the iew, but is of hittle «r un prace-
czl benefis to others, cannot properly form a part «i the curneulum.
The first caremust be to provide a proper tradning fir the claid that
he may understand his obligatious 19 ciety and to the anthority of
the stale; after this his cquivmant for a braad-winning sccupation
should be the most importans considermtion.

Daring the last quarter of a evntury the program «f sindisin
oar public schools has undergona considerable caznge inpeigh e
remodeiling of cld. and the ntraduction of new sabyvis But 3 s
still duonuated by the traditions of the past. and shows evidences of
havirg been patierved after the carlier Engl sh seheasis, whoee pupils
were from the hugher ranks of socicty. and were Leing wominal witn a
view to public or profcsssional service.  Ilistory was ropsarcd for
those wiio were to enter law or palitics; geography was esscuual 2o
any who aspired for the naval senvace, while the iechincantics of
grammar and arithmetic must be mastered by all since they were
coosidered to be tic sndispenslic tudiments of an Glucativon. The
1dex of cducatiug the iaborer ®as uul serivasiy Conzalciae aulsl feecnt
Years.

Bzt io a later age, and undet another social asstem, quite difter-
en: coaditions prevmil.  The cducativnal smacduuc uvn takes a wider
range, and the tash of educating the masses is audertaken.  The boy
15 to be preparcd for citizenship, and not nccessaniy for a profession.
With the choioe of a thousand occupations, the cursiculam caanet be
modified to fit Inm lor the partivalar one which he will enter apon.
The most he can expect is tho means for acquiring & general know-
ledge which will be of service o hum whatever calling he chooses.

The educalors who have led the movement {or improved methods
in our schools have had for their :dcal a sysiem of graded classes, ex-

tending withuut a breah from e Ki .dergarten to the Univensity, the
controlling iden in ench being to prepare the pupils for the grade next
higher. The High School Entrauce is the goal of the Public School
course; the University Matriculation that of the High School cotrse.
The energy of the teachers is direeted tawands the preparation of the
pupils for these examinations, since the pas~ing of a goodly number is
the popular test of n teachier's ability.  TlLis is done in spite of the
fact that fully ninety per cent. of these attending the Public School
cnuplete their education there and never atvance further. The re-
quirements of these should sarely reveive tirst e asideration, and a cur-
riculum be chiosen which wonld include suljevts of general utiiity to
all, and erpecially to those who will chionse indastrial occnpationn.

For the same reason that objection i~ taken to the prepar-
ation of pupils fr auy particalar prefe-ien. so must any
instruction  in  1grculture proper be aaenitable  for  Pablic
Schools.  The phea that must of the yopils of rural schiols
will beceme famers does not justify its intreeluction. 1t wonld bean
unprofitable task for thie prospective tawyer or daczor to be coppelled
to master the techiimlities of the ditferent divisives of agrienlivral
study. Tt anight b welf for him to ki che peints of distiaction
Tetweent & Deven uted 2 Sussex onw, Lt §ifc i< too short 1o waste any
time in aciring apciluous keowlalge wkicvh will never be applied.

Theugh it may apprar incocist ut to discimage the tendiieg of
apriculten fn the scluads, atad ot the catie tion to advoeate th. intro-
duction «f a few of the scienoed beatiag up g i, yet some stich « Lemne
scetis deirable for the reasan that the sicices whichhddp o o per
anderstanding of agricaltare are al erof practaaal walucinalinost ¢very
indu:trial oconpation.  Man lives only Wy utilizing e gifts of
natute, aud his laluis are nothing mere than A fkifful adajtation of
natural forees to the suppls of his needs. Hence a knowledge of the
prinaples which underlic the activitics «f nxitre is deserving of a
place on the st of studics,

Such a stwdy of tic uataml sdcnoes as will explain suiie of the
more obuvus ana by whidh the wunderfal phenomena of Lifc and
cneryy ave governed might be undertaken in the higher forms of the
pablic schigola, smure especially of rural schvels. Whero the <hild is
sartvanded by sataial vbjects, which presat as over changing gmuor-
ama, 1t % an casy matter to direct his juquisitivencss and e ivfor.
mativn of great pracual valac.  The dumestic animals, thebirds, the
anscets, the wald Qumers of the ficlds aad nowds all prescut a greater
atiraction to the average school boy than lustories and geographics.

In botany there might be a coarse of instruction illastrating the
germination of sceds, the growth of plants as inflaenced by heat, lighe
and moisture, ot by the abscncs of these essentials.  The child's own
obrarvations would Iarnish many iliusirations, so that, with the aid
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