
THE 1>HILATELIC ADVOCATE.

Postal Difficulties of
Long Ago.

By Wa .' Il lus
lIn l.11gland ini 1>74 the fii .t 10,1 il co.iclî

A liaiîdsoinc siglit it îaeseiîtett w%îti its

four Splendid liorses, anîd its Coacinan antd
guard ini brittiant scarlet uîmiforin. The
guard, arined mwitlî a id-othdbluri-
<lerbuss of gigaîtic îatoîslx)ioîîs, oughit to
have cariie(t terroî, to the heurts of the
higliwaynieîî who inifested every road
arounîd thie lulineip al towns througrhout
t.he country, baut it (11(111t, and tie iIlheî-y
of the niglît mîails mws a ilnatter of Constant,
oeeîîrrenee, the gurd insuatly Ibeing iîu:on-
tille1îld de.spoiled of tlie aforesidt ail as
a 1 u.el illl naîv,

No~r wvas this t.he only dangrer to, Nhich
the iîîitl.s were exposeti. For the coach to
lie overt irinet by somne huge stag(,e wagon

.iawiîîgahîn the narrow road ini the
dari'kiess was to lie expected now and again
anmi in ii nter itwas îîot at ail unreasomalle
-- it leas. s tlniigît, our forefathers-that
it s'i.îîld be siiomed III occasionally andi
perhap., lwe aliandlonil altogetiier, the,

dr ze n'1 p ~îî laciîig theinselves and
tu tai- ~io.n th Indaiss 1( leavingr

thle un1forut te 1).îsngî to follow as
,weIl as tlicy were abte.

The miaal-caiiiei5 -%cie ofteui found iot
m-ziîititî ini nl îe dttvioli to tîjeir. duty,

saciti.ii~ < icir %% -iiiOîi ies iii the eni-
ute.1vor t" get the mils Lu> tlàeir (lest illation.
TI.îkie the i î-taiî'e of *Johnî 9 nîî)dfIfcow~, mail
eolihinain, andl Jamues Me (kcoîgte, niail
gtàurd (-thàen' naines are worth prieserving.
Starting frai Ediinburgh to l)uinfî'its,, they
founî before long tlîat it was impossible
for thie wea.rie't lorses to drag the coach
aîîy fartier; so, taking, thein out of the

traces anul strappiiîg the in.tit on the two

spare hiorses, they ianttteithers and,
seeuriîg te sivies f alocal îîostlioy as

giriqe, eoîîtinlied their jourilcy. Soon1 the
îoaut Ibeaîe so lie.tvy tlizt the extiausteti
liaises could lie urgeul fuurwaru no longer.
But the men did iuut give np. Sending
the horses back ini charge of tlie boy, they
stt-tigglIetl on lîravely m-ith the bags. anîd
live davs afterwards tlîei r odies were found
stitf ini dcath; but the biigs wvere Q.fe and
sîîîîiid, tixed to a stake soine distance off-
the last aet of the dIyîimg mnen. good and
loyal servants, "fitihlfut1 unto death."

A Uniqe Postal Race.
Mrî. Robert Mc Clure,( agoStlid

eîîgincered a unique seheme for the pur-
pose of detcrmniniîig the slîortest, route
arotmind the earth. The inethod eînploved
wz1s lîuth nove1, and simjle-by rnaîtitî(g
fur 1 ostcards in as inany dittèretit direc-
tions. The carti which mnade the best tinue
wîîs inaite fri (Clasgow te Yok-omaia,
Japami, anti readres.sed there to Wiinmîip)cg
Manjitoba, andi thence hoine to G,'lasgîî(w in
76 days. Had it beciî vlflressell to Wîîmni-
peg. via Vanîcouver i nstead of Sait Francit -
co, it would have gaimed several (1113 and
lhave mnade the trip ini alnimo)st tem iveeks.
The secon mi-îd w;îs xtata 01t ini the Op-

1 otcdiretion via Newv York, Aucklanïd,
N. Z. MNadriaus, India, anîd arriv e.l homne in
cxaetly tarîce calentiar months. lIt would
have gaîtiIId a whule m eki hîaid it reaehled
Madras one day earlier. The othier two
caîNis were returned hîy the postal auther-
ities at Sanî Franeisco and London respect-
i'eely endorsec as "Uninatilalble" and "Con-
trary to 1îostoffice regiations.

C. T. K., Winmnipeg.


