418 ) .IIISTO‘RY OF TIE WAR OF 1812.

Amgcrican sources, goes far to disprove the
accusations made against them_as regarding

on the south side of the Cove to reconnoitre
the ground, and obtain intelligence. Having

their conduct at Havre de Grace and George-| gained the hills, we discovered the enemy's

town,

piquets advantageously posted near the high-
The despatch of Captain Barrie and the|way leading to lampden, on the north side

articles of capitulation are all that are ne-|of the cove.

cessary to place the reader in full poasession

We immediately determined to land 150

of every fact of importance connected with{men, under Major Riddall, to drive in the
Captain Parker’sand Pilkinton's expedition. | piquets, and take up their ground. This ol

ject was obtained by 7 o’clock ; and notwith-

From Captain Barrie {o Rear Admiral standing every difficulty, the whole of the

Grifith. . . troops were landed on the north side of the
I1.M. SlOOp S)'lpll, off Bang?r, in the cove by ten O’Clol;k; but it was found im-
Penobscot, Sept. 3, 181+ possible to land the artillery at the same

Siz,—Having reccived on board the shipsjplace. The troops hivouacked on the ground
named in the margin,* a detachment of 20|taken possession of by Major Riddall. It
men of the royal artillery, with one 5}-inch|rained incessantly during the night. At
howitzer, commanded by Licutenant Gar-|day-break this morring, the fog cleared away
sten; a party of 80 marines, commanded by |for about 2 quarter of an hour, which enabled
Captain Carter, of the Dragon; the flank|me to reconnoitre the enemy by water; and
comp:mies of the 29th, 624, and 98th regi-{I found a]anding-place for the artillery about
ments, under the command of Captains Gell }tio-thirds of a mile from Ball’s-head. OFf
and Caker; Majors Riddell, Keith, and|this place the troops halted till the artiliery
Croasdaile, and Captain Macpherson; also,|were mounted; and by six the whole ad-
a rifle company of the 7th battalion of the|vanced towards Ilampden.

60th regiment, commanded by Capt. Ward ;

The boats under the immediate command

and the whole under the orders of.Lleuten of Licutenant Pedler, the first of the Dragon,
ant-Colonel John, of the 60th regiment; I 2 X
= agrecably to a previous arrangement with
proceeded, agreeably to your order, with the o1 .
. . |Colonel John, advanced in line with the
utmost despatch, up the Penobscot. Light] . . .
N % it right flank of the army. The Peruvian,
variable winds, a most intricate channel, of , R
which we were perfectly ignorant, and thick Sylph, Dragow's tender, and Harmony
pericelly ighorant, ©% |transport, were kept a little in arrear in re-

foggy weather, prevented my arriving off
Frankfort before 2 p.u. of the 2d inst. Here
Colonel John and myself thought it advisable
to send a message to the inhabitants; and
having received their answer, we pushed on
towards Ifampden, where we received intel-
ligence that the enemy had strongly fortified
himself. Onour way up, several troops were
observed on the cast side of the river, mak-
ing for Brewer; these were driven into the
woods, without any loss on our side, by a
-party under the orders of Major Croasdaile,
and the guns from the boats. The enemy
had one killed and several wounded.

At 5 r.x. of the 2d inst., we arrived off
Ball's-head Cove, distant three miles from|.
Hampden. Colonel John and myself landed

* H:M.S. Peruvizn and Sylph, Dragon ten-

serve.

Qur information stated the enemy’s force

at 1400 men, and he’had chosen a most ex-
cellent position on a high hill. About a
quarter of a mile to the southward of the
Adams’ frigate, he had mounted eight 18-
pounders. This fort was calculated to com-
mand both the highway, by which our troops
had to advance, and the river. On a wharf
close to the Adams, he had mounted fifteen
18-pounders, which completely commanded
the river, which at this place, is not above
three cables’ lengths. wide, and the land on
each side is high and well wooded.

A rocket-boat, under my immediate di-

rection, but manccuvred by Mr. Ginton, gun-
ner, and Mr. Small, ‘midshipman, of the
Dragon, was advanced about a quarter of 8

der; and tlie Harmony transport. mile a-head of the line of boats.




