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TORONTC.
21 may bhe regarded as a high degree of local
vanity—a species of Metropolitanism, closely
allied to the pride of Cochaigne—which induces
us to commence our series of illustrations of
the cities of this portion of Qur Most Gracious
Myjesty’s Dominions, with a description of
the place of our habitation. But, Reader,
whatever the feeling which prompts this pre-
ference may be, you will, perhaps, readily
concede that it is a most natural ono. Dwel-
ling in a city, whose every stone and brick has
been placed in its present position, under the
eye of many who remember the localily as
the site of primeval woods, the region of
swamp—of some who have seen the lonely
wigwam of the Missasauga give place to the
log-house of the carlier settler, and this in ils
turn disappear, to be replaced by the substan-
tial and clegant structures of modern art—we
feel that we are justified in yielding {o the
pardonable, if vain desre, of telling the
wondrous metamorphosis of forly years. Tt
is meet that we should rejoice over the triumph
of civilization, the onward progress of our
race, the extensien of our language, institu-
tions, tastes, manners, customs and feelings.
In no spot within British territory could we
find aggregated in se striking a manner, the
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evidences of this starfling change; in none
should we trace so strongly marked the im-
print ef national migration; in few discover
such ripened finits of successful colonization.
The genius of Britain presides over the des-
tiny of her Offspring—the glory of the Lmpire
cnshrouds th> prosperity of its Colony—the
noble courage and strength of the Lion in-
spires and protects the industry of the Beaver
—the Qak and the Maple unite their shadows
over breasts whick beat in urison for the
common weal.

Ve boast not supcrior intc]lig‘cncc, we claim
not greater, nor cven an equal share of, local
advantages over the sister cities of our coun-
try, but we assert, in sincerity of belief and
in justice to ourselves, & rapidity of growth
and a stability produced by wholesome enter-
prize, as encouraging as it is remarkable,

The fine Bay in frent of the ¢vy is formed
by the remarkable peninsula, which, commene-
ing at the River Don, stretches away westwarg,
with asingular bend or curve atits western ex-
tremity, until it approaches the mainland op-
posite the Garrisun. lere, a very narrow
channel marked by bucys, admits vessels of
almost any tonnage to shelter aud safe an-
chorage.  Over this expanded sheet of water
may be seen, at this season of the year, many
a graceful and tidy little craft gliding along
under the skilful management of its ama.cur
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