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pids as a nionster of corruption 'and
wickedness. ýVhi1st doing tixis, thxe poet
brings out the chief traits of Socrates'
character. 'lle rtepriesenrtation- of that
great ianl in the Cluuids s ilothing short
of downright caricature. As tîxere repre-
sented lie is a rogue of the lowest starnp.
he detests tie -uds as ivell as those an-
cient inistitutionsi su dear to the Grecian
h -art and lie wihsail ncie to do like-
%vise H is îphilosop hy is a fraud abotmîd-
ing in subtîcties and quibbles. lie inii-
self is vain-glorimis and fitl of lofty airs.
He is a hard-litarted, hialf-sta-rved wretch,
whose withered, parchcd, countenance
neyer wears a suxiile.

l-iow différenit was the rea-l character of
Socrates lie .a rogne ? Alih no! Hie
wvas ever persuadeù that lhe Iîad a special
religious mxission to fuillil, consequently lie
led a life miore pure than that of any oilher

agan. %Vhat motive had lie to act tie
rogue ?Withlth Uiravery and endurance
hie had xuauîlestted wliilst a soldier, wvith
his alnîios suipernatrural power of intellect,
nîliglit lie nlor have becuie il for.eilnosr
ian of ail Greece, liad licso %wished ? He

neitiier iidiculed ncor despi.sed the gods,
(in the contrary. he spent long days and
slcepless nîiglts ini stuclyîng ilîcir nature
ai-d origin. Evet iafu:-r Ihe becamxe con-
vinced iliat lus cg>uil1r% iîcîî's notions con-
cerning dit:od vci-e eriàIiIs, Le did
not dir.xUy) condenun tie worshl of rh'ose
deities. He wvas far too humxble ro afiirmi
that lie wvas in Uie riglit anîd rîxat tie whole
Greciaîî nation was in the wrong. Yet
sucli indeed wvas ie case. Mr least hoe
approaclied iinnîclx ixearer trutîx than aîxv
of bis counitrynmen did. His pIlilosoph-,
i nstezîd (if lîung luuedini a cloudy
niist as Aristophanles %vould have us beý-
lieve, 'vas sximple anîd intelligible for tliose
who werc îvilling to undersxaîid. Cicero
says of iiiiu iiar lit: broughit dt»wn philos.
olphv froni ile ic-iveiîs to dite carnli.
Fillaliv, l.uhSocraiL-s was a mnan tif
decp rlîoughi, vet lîkc iiioist muenii Ily
gircat, lie w-as (if a hîappiy, jovial disposi-

'Fie reader of UIl Cloud.s cannol. but be
strzick Il% the activity oif tuie auithor's
inid and th cop of blis ilought. 1,. is
sai-d of 1uliu.; Caesar Uxat he çotuid be
writing, reading, dictating and listenimîg,
ail 1t Ille smlc ili re. WCe aIniust beijeve
Aristophanes could do Uie saine. AIl
G~recian lîistory, ail Grecian lirerarure,

besides a vast store of other knowledge,
seemis t be before lus mind at one and
the saine momient. Now hie praîses une,
now ho censures another oI Greoce's great
nmen. Note the terrible cut Strepsiades
givcs to Pendces for bis conduct towards
the Euboamxts. In anotîxer passage fotir
or fiv'e wvords give us thxe cliief characteris-
tics of Euiie~poetry.

'l'ie Attic puets paid gratatention to
hiarîîaony. A taste for it w-as cultivatcd
%vitl care by prose writers anîd orarors.
Anciexît critics attribute ce'en tu I)enics-
tuines a concealed nunîber and rythi
which the miodenî car fails to detect. 'l'le
harîîîony of the Clouds is ianifest nu its
every rezmder. %Vhien properly read, its
verses are as miusic to thxe car. The sound
of the %vrds corresp)onds tIirouýihùut to the
train uft n1ous.lbr ex1,resý-ed by thcxî. In
the chôruses, for instance.. the words are
fuIl rnd flowing. Musical as these ver.bes
are, Uxiey want nuitiier strexîgth nor siffi-
liiiîity. lndeed, w-c are almuost tenmpted
tb sa>' that in point of style the Cîouds
lbas no eclual.

'llit inorality displaycéd in this conxedy
is of ic -highesr order. 1It nîay be summiled
in these wvords :like fatiier', like cîiild.
:\nîstophlîaes righnly iainrains thai if Ic
educanioxi of clîildrera bc ncgiected, or if
they recuive but zi giidltes eduicanion, tlieii-
parenits ivill be the iirst nu suifer. Srreî>si-
ados gives bis son a godless, %vordly
education, wlîen the latter rerurns honme,
he severely chastises his aged farber and
continues to ili-treat lîiîîni roughouit bis
whIole life. Thîis is precisely what the
Catholic Cliurch reaclies. Slie advises, yca
even conmands parens to give nlîcir
children a hioly, a godly education. Slie
cuntends thar educarion w-ithoux. religion
nxakes a mnan exacrly whlat Pîxîdippide-s
beconies, a consunîniate rascal. You, whlo-
îîride yourselvus on lîeiîîg christians and
vet c':îîel (;<d froni tIhe cl:sroorn, go
leamix a les'iuî frouin the Pagîan 'Xristo -
phances.

At tiiiiCs indeed, iii rthe Clonîds, dit:
poer beroiiies iccidentally immoral. As
hoe resemubles Shakospxeare iii ioftiness of
conîception, suo lso resciables hini ini
crtudeiies3, of c\i)ression. He sonerinics
u.ses language whichi alnîost, slîocks the
cars of a Chîristian. However, nvc pardon
iinii this fault. lIn his mime àr 'as nor con-
Sidered a fault ar ail, since sticli forni ol
expression w-as in coiion uise, especially

MI

_mRwýý

262


