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with our Lord's unerring authority, a Christian wvill pause be-
fore hie commits hirnself to these thieories." Let me not be under-
stood as sayingy one word against criLicism, as such. It bias its
place, both the Lower and the Higher. But we do raise the
(langer signal agrainst any criticismn that proceeds upon blhe
denial or dislike of the supernatural.

Akzin to the better phases of this rationalistie criticisn Ms
the Newv Theology, or, as Dr. Dale calls it, the New Evangel-
ical;.im. This accepts the Bible as the Word of God, but as the
first point iu its divergence £rom the old, according to Dr.
Muinger in his "Freedomn of Faith," it dlaims a larger place for
reason. How% muchi is meant eau ouly be knownIby a careful
observatiou of the positions thus reachied. And wvhat are they ?
The doctrine of future puuishiment is tonecf down, and room is
founld for a future probation; spoecial stress is laid upon God's
Universal Fathierhiood; the incarnation is exalted at the expense
of the atonement, and justification is explained -. hlolly by an
acquired righiteousness. Now whilst, no doubt, good is beingýdone
by putting ernpbasis on phases of truth that had not received
proper recognitioni, yet, in thiese teachings it is not liard to, dis-
cern the rationalistie. spirit and a departure from the plain im-
plications of the Bible in order to make its teî- -hiugs appear
more palatable to humnan reason and the hurwtan heart.

Ail this lowcred thoughit of the Bible and free hiandling
of its contents lias begotten a spirit of doubt and unrest
whichi is more and more percolating throughi the masses of
the people. One of the effeets of it may be seeu in a grow-
ing latitudinarianismn of whichi the Parliamnent of Religion
wvas to a large extent au ouLgrowth; for if we miake the Bible

a îuerely huinaii book, w'e are ready to put C hristianity on a par
with other religions, or, at best, as pri-rna-n inter pares. It is
seen also in the growing numibers who openly declare themnselves
nbelievers. Iu Germnany to-day these are fourteen times as

iiumierous as they 'vere twenty-fi%,e years ago. This strikingr at
the authoritativeness of the Bible, moreover, makes it easier for
professingt Chiristians to drift into worldliness; and liow nuch
we have to-day of the formi of godliness without its power ! It
gives freer rein to, the materialistie tendencies of our mercenary
age; furnishes a soul in which. is2ms of aIl kinds grow rank, and
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