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set of' doctrines whichl may bc beqlucathecil to succceding genera-
tion-s, except so farzis they are to enter into, a fresli, formiai ex-
pr'ession~ of- the sumn-total of the knowlcge of those later times
w-h'lichi shaHl bc, if not an advarce upon, yet a re-adjustinent of,
prccding thouglit to the changed phases of the problemis
considered.

Forgetting tiiat every a(e and, indeed, evcry inan to sonie
extent, must struggle Nvith titis problem of synthesis of ail that
is then known and experienced coricerning the w'orld and life,
fears somectimies arise that philosophy is opposed to religrion.
Far t'roni it. Philosophy must, according to its nature, approachi
religion analytieally and critically; But it docs not stop with
the analysis and. the criticisin ; they are i jade siiply to ascertain
the essential factors in the religilous nature of man that, after
they are clearly understood, the grand synthesis of tlies,,Ž withi
aIl the rest that is knowrn and ex-ý:perienccd niay be mnade. By
reliçrion, 1 do not mnean theology, but the religions nature of man,
whethier hie be in the jungles of Africa or in the midst 'of Euro-
pean civilization. Indeed, were it possible, as it, is not, for the
ethical and reigious nature of man to wvithdraw itself fromi suchi
critical. analysis and. universal synthecsis of its factors, I fear
philosophy would grope in darkness and be lost in the confusion
of atheismn; and yet, these factors of the religious nature are at
best of ton vagcue and indefinite, easily rising ito the fanciful
and the niystical, aithouli we may not, agree with Matthew
Arnold, w'ho said, C< takze awîay rnystery and you taoavyour
religion."

Neverthecless, as Shadworth Hodgson says: "the passionate
relig ious tendency is not a sentiment fluttering round a fancy,
but is a feelingr rooted deep in the structure and mnechanism. of
consciousness." In general, it inay be saîd that, the sources of
religrion are in those profound feelings and longi-ngs after ideals
to which it hias been possible to, give, thus far, only a partial
expression. These philosophy strives -%ith keen, loving insighit,
to discern, and with tenderness ,and syinpathy to appreciate the
significance and value of the hieart's insatiable longing after
grood, its unceasingr dissatisfaction with the finite, its pleading
ery for an ethical and îusthetical basis or C Ggouwnd' of all
that is.*

*Ladd's Introduction to Philosophy, pp. 391-2; also 2S8-394.


