6 THE FARMER'S MANUAL.

GLOUCESTER AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 'to other Colones, where it is of a much inferior
Ertract from the Teport for 1843. description.

Kindred Institutions to this are now rapidly mul-| 1t bas beun reported that wheat of the weight of
tiplying throughout the world, and their excrtions | Seventy l’?u"d?’ per bus’“:'l’ was raised in Yor k‘:md
in the cause of Agricultural improvement are at- 11, Kent Couuties, sume time sice; but your Coa-
tended with astonishing success. mittee have reason to think, that it such was the

The cultivation of the soil is no longer ranked ; €356 and it was measured by the correct \V:}lc]xes-
as a base or plebian occupation. The taste and { t€r bushel, the instances were very rare, for this
disposition to devclope and diffuse the science and weight, or any thing approaching to it, has not
practice of Agriculture, would seem to have be-; heen m:m).tmued in either of these Counties.  On
came almost universal; for cvery people in every hearing of the superiority of the wheat in the latter
clime, the great and the humble, the peer, the pea- County, your Committec attempted to procure some
sant, and the philosopher, are now engaged in pro- for trial; b“,“ after diligent enquiries, they could
secuting this great work—a work s essentially | find none of a desirable appearance or character.
conducive tothe true happiness of man, as it is ; On the other himq, we have here since the estab-
pleasing to the God of nature, “ who gives to the, hfl“"‘"}‘ of the Society, been gradually, but steadily
carth its increase”—who designed the tilling of the | 3cvancing; ciery _succeeding year’s exhibition
soil as the first employment for his creatures—and | Stowing a m:nufcs:', lmprovement in thg weight and
who alone understands and directs the process, to | quality of all descriptivns of grain, until the present
mau mysterious, by which the earth returns theone, when we have numerous stocks of wheat
hidden grain from its bosom, “multiplicd sevcnty,|“'e‘ghmg sixty-cight pounds to the bushel, and
cighty, and sometimes one hundred fold.” may safely state the average weight of wh(:at and

Through the medium of the press, in the shape | barley throughout the northern part of the County,
of Agricultural Journals and Periodicals, those | to be about sixty-four and one-half pounds for the
poweriu} and necessary auxiliaries to Agricultural | former, and fity-three pounds for the latter, an
Nocieties, we are now almost daily put in posses-, Average not surpassed perhaps in the Province.
«jon of information invaluable to the farmer; every The increasing quantity grown ?f late years, also
improved proces:—every successful experiment— affords cause of gratulation. From statistics col-
every accidental discovery—is thus brought to our | lected by the Secretary, but not yet complete, 1t

Inowledge; and it would be Lighly culpable in us,
with enr soil and other local advantages, to disre-
¢ard the lessons they contain.  Rather let us, with
a jaudable ambition, endeavour to linbibe a portion
of the z2al and industry they record—call into free
and active vigour our own capabilities, and let us
hecome contributors in return to the stock of Agri-
cultural Lknowledge which otiers have hithesto
bern acquiring for our profit.

That this is not a chimerical idea, but tuat it
may be accomplished with little more than ordinary
perseverance and attention, is fully borne out by
the observation of your Commitiee the past scason;
for notwithstanding the severe frosts and heavy
rains experienced immediately Lefore last harvest,
which caused very general apprchension for the
safety of the craps, and indeed occasioned much
loss in the low lands, and up the rivers, a far more
valuable return was obtzined, greater in quaniity,
and infinitely better in quahity, than was obtained |
inany former year. Aund this resuit your Com-;
itiee do not attribute alone to the increase of |
cultivation. but in a great degree to the improved |
system of husbandry, which isnow being observed
thyough the cfforts of the Society.

In the last Arnual Report, your Committee re-
commended that the best deszription of grain raised
inthe Corvnty, should be purchased by the Society
for distsibution, in preference to importing  from
Prince Edwards Island and Canada, as has for-
rierly boor our practice ; and this recommendation
was acted upon. A very hizh price was paid for
sixty bushels of wheat, foriy bushels of
one hrndreed and fifty bushels of oats, sclected from
th: best samples the County afforded.  These were

=ald to members in the customary manner for sced, I

and the result of this experiment, as disclosed at

the late Gizin Exhibition, amply bore ont the pro- {

priety of the recormarndation of your Committee ;
ior oveellent as the grain of 1842 certainly was,
e grain of last year's crop infinitely surpassed it
in weigit and apprarance 3 anid proof was thus af- I
forded, that simpiv shifting the sced gmin from

harley, and i

appears that all the grain mised m the Parish of
Bathurst in the year 1833, did not exceed six hun-
dred bushels; while the quantity aiready ascer-
taincd of the crop of 1843, is beyound seven thou-
sand bushels.  But notwithstanding this graufying
state of things, your Cumuittee must not be
deemed unreasonable in stating that they antici-
pate much more rapid progress yet for a few years
to come. Settlers will maltiply, for the cxcellence
of our soil is becoming known and appreciated ;
cultivation will extend, and in corn at least, im-
provement must continue through assiduity and
skill, until the weight of our wheat reaches seventy
pounds per bushel, our barley fifty-cight to sixty
pounds, and our oats forty-cight o fifty, and this
may be considered perfection, for it is improbable
that grain by any process can be raised to approach
nearer the density of water than wheatat the abuie
standard—a weight too, it has not yet attained in
any country except in some rare and solitary in-
stances. Lot us then profit by our present expe-
rience, and pursue this object with a deternaned
perseverancg, as the suceess we have hitherto met
with affords fzir hope of its accomplishinent; and
then in one department of Agricultural industry at
lcast, we canslep into the foreground and contri-
bute by cxample and instruction to the improve-
ment of our seniorsin the scicnee, as a return for
the very many uscful lessons obtained from them
in our infancy.

With regard to live stock, your Committee can-
not speak with such satistaction. The Hormed
Cattle that have come under the notice of your
Commitlee, arc of a very inferior description gene-
rally, although a few specimens of a good brecd
are here and there scattered through the County.
Sheep also of a good description require to be in-
troduced ; and your Committee regret that they
have again been disappointed in not obtaining the
Sheep ordered in 1812, The breed of Ilogs no-
tced in a former report, as introduced by Mr. Fer-
guson, are now beginning to be sought afier by
the farmers, and the experience of your Comunittee

one lacality to another, within the County, is suf- | fully confirms the good opinion they formerly ex-
ficient te keop it in vigonr and a state of improve- | pressed of this breed, as well adapted to our cli-
ent, without havire recourse to a change of sced | n:ate and condition,  The following are the weight



