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S. ALBAY.

0 spealz of S. Aiban is to spenk of çenteice onsoeecriminal. Fortlic Prîids,
one who lived in a very remote %vit1î thci r long Iloiviig beards aud eneraLe
period of our history. fI carnies aspect, posse.,.td no sinall authority. Tliey
uur thoughts back, to those dis- were judges ab wel! ab îricsts, magistrates ab

faut days when Britain wvas first emerg-ing well as teachers,. But theïr creed uas Liar-
from the nighit o! barLarisin. barous and eruel-one of its terrible fiatures

St range iays they werc, as compare1l to being the sacrifice of human hein- . Sýome-
our own. he art of cultivation and the times they mnade immense figures of plaited
rehucmuenents of life würe scarcely known. osiers, filled them with prisoners taketn in
j Mcri amps and entangled forests pre- war, and then set themn on fire. R-ideous
viiled from one end of this island to the indeed mrst have been sucli a spectacle, and
other. licre and there a clearing had been horrible Ja' sufféring., of the victims!
miade fi>. a Romnau camp; or a few British You have heard of Stonehenge. Peihaps
Iiiits haIl been erected and called a town. you bave seen it, iwitli t'hose large mnassive
1I--nan reads, ton, %vere beginning to malte stones standing iii circles in the midst of
travelling postible. Salisbury Plain. If so yon have gazed upon

aBut, beyund this, B ritain more resembled what is probably a Pruid temple, and on
anAturalian bush district, orscme back- the aitar stone used for the blau.-lter of

wc'ods of Aincrica, ivhere 'Nature ;s as yet human victims at sunrise.
undisturbed hy the hand o! man. 'Nor wvere No wonder Julius Cfflsar, when he landed
the inhabitants less rude and barbarouz. in i3ritain iB.c. 55, ivas disgubted Loth with

\vild, uncoutm' ecatures they %were, n ith, the people and their religion. Ife thotught
their bodies all tatooed 'blue and green with tbem rude "L al .aians, suunk into thec lowest
iroad, ivithi rirdies round thcir wvaists, and state o! degradation. Ife Lad liCle Lope of
-icta1 chains upen their brcasts. Not plea- ra4sing their condition ; 'but, to tbi, long
sant people to encounter as they went Roman rule, the Britons were undoubtedly
Ibounding, throughi the brakes and briars, much indebtcd. Dunn the two or thxee
thdcr long hair %vaving ii, the wind, and bundred years that, they Owere in ýhis island,
their javelins raisedi rady to huri. Somre- the Romans busily oceupied themnseles in
times they uniglit be seen riding in rude tcaclîing the conquered Britons the arts of
chariots, with sharp scythes afflxed to the civiliscd life. Froun the Romans the people
axies, to cut down any enemies îî'ho croszed learned how to buiid forts and valls, te
their patli. Tlmeir food %vas o! tbL- sinuplest, organise forces, to, train soldiers, and te
often nothing inere than tlîe wvlld 1.'errics o! figit. Under them they became ar. ordered
the Nvood. And as they werc a roving, tc-st- coramunity. The romans did not, however,
iess people, not of onie nation, but o! many furnihl them with a systema o! mora'lity or a
tr.-bes, a large portion of their time -was religion.
spent in warring one agyainst another. I Britain was in soune sucli condition as we

The :4ligion o! these ancient Britons was hav e been descnibing when S. Alban nus
Druidisni- a dark, xnysterious faith with 'burn. It was yet in a state of moral dr-
some £ .-d tenci- ý -à mauy Lad. We ail know ncss-a darkness that was to Le dispelled.
their re-ierenc: for the mistletoe and the oak. only by the true Light. There are many
IL w-.s beneathi the latter that the people churchies in Enngland dedicated to S. Aiban.
were wont to assemble to listen 1- the Adi shpycircumstarice that it is SO
teac)ing of the I)ruid, or to bear b.-. pass F or ini the first place the ame brings before


