
THE POLICY OF' THE GOVEItNMENT.

lethargic stccp; in strength, or in weakncee;
an spiendour, or an disgrnmce; in the bigliest
civilization, or the lowest barbari>:n; in every
formn of religion; in cvery vnriety of clarnacter;
in cvery lunecand place,-govermaaent hasbeen
exercised only in four (litcrnt niodeý-iiion-
i-cly--arstocrncy-democraey-ndl that malx-
cci fcarm whichi is a comlaînition of thiaia li,
and îvhich as einbodied in the British Consýtitu-
tion. To thîs the people of Canada have
declarcd their attachmcnt in the most decieri
manner, and to ilt our rèmarks arc therefore
limited.

Among the changes that have bepn advocatcd
in these Colonie.s is thig, that the Constitution
ehould be ciianged in one of its essentjai parte.
It was rcquired that the Legisiative Couincîl
shoiaid eter bc aboýiliedl, or made clective,
and thus that Great Britain siaoîid estabic.h in
bier Colonies a Constituîtion diffeorent froin her
own. That suclh a, cleiand would be firnily
resisted igiat have been easilv foreseen: for,
îvitliout intermcddling %% ah the abstract ques-
lion of' the intransic mornts of the Brlti>la
Constitution, ivlide Great Britaîn continues to
mile ber Colonie2, it is both naturai ani noces-
sary that she should rie tliem according to lier
own model; because, if otlierwise, the Govern-
ment wvould have no unity of liaracter, pairpose
and action, but %voîid lbe a léthing of' slireds
anil patelies," in short, dividcd against itselt;
and therefore unable to stand. Itf the mothier
country found that a colonv cou Id no longer be
ruied Io any advantagc for cither party, ilt niglit
bc a. question whethîer or not she sboiuld relin-
quish lier ride over thiat colony; but that, %%lhle
lier rule contînued, she shoîîld estabish there a
formn of government dîffierent frem lier ot rn, as
nitogether out of the question. Wlîether lier
forai of governiment bo the best in the îvorld
or not, it is at ail events the florm whîclî she
prefers, and to wlîicii she is bound by an attach-
ment of sever-ai litindred years standing-
Theref'ore she could not enitertain tic ides. of
erectingr in any part of lier dominions an alien
forin of government. She might as %volt have
thought of mýàrching to battlc undcr some othcr
standard than that giorîous red-cross flag,
whicli for "a thîousand yearq lias braved the
battie anid the breeze." Sue miglit as weoll
have thoughft of disowning bier namne and
standing ainong thc nations of the earth, as of
disowvniiîg that forni of government under
wbich that niighty naine and exalted station

have been won îagainst a thousand hosts of
cinbattleul fues. No; no. 'l'lie British flag
miust be the Fyinbol oft'tW Britis4h Constitution.
British pouu.r niuîst defend B3ritishi institutions.
The British 'lion woulà tear in pacees any
degenerate Brîton %%ho îîag)ît attcmpt to mako
lijiii protect instituitions hostile to lis own.-
'lhle liriii141 oak %% uld iiow its iaead for shamo
if* it uuere ianteil to giiard and grace au alic'i's
honme. Coîne %vhat may, no other fonnofa
Government can be allowed in the Colonies
than exists in Great Britain itsolf. They niuot
be ruled by the British Constitution.

WVe have no dcsign, bowevcr, at, prescrnt, to,
epter upon that uvade field wvhicfa tie consider-
ation of this fnrm of Govcrnmcnt opens to ouîr
vaew, andl which embraces nothîng less than
the %v hale theory nnd practice of the Blritish
Constitution. To traverse thîs field would
require a volumne. The only point that wc
shahl notice as tha,-tlic Constitution imposes
achcck on tliep)optilarvill, asexpressedby the
people's representatives,, not only by the veto
of the Exeîtive, but also by cstablishing a
dibtinct and andependent brandli of the legasla..
turc, the Legyisiatave Couincîl sustaining, an ate
lugù,ilative functions, the place of the 1-buse of
Lords in Great I3ritain.

We are of course awarc that gr(;at complaints
have heretofore tacen made respeetîng thc
comnposition and ccnduct of tlae Csaadian
CounciP, but %ve shaîl flot revicuv these bickcr-
îngs otthcpast. for, uvbatcver may be thought
of the wisdom, %wth which the Counicils bave
acted, there can be hait lîttle question as to the
necessity of contînuîng a check on the popular
%%ill, if for nu othea purpose, at, least for this,
to gave il thiat steadiness and consisteney uvbicb
it woîi[d otlierwasc ivant. The fluctuations of
thec popualar ivall prove that ilt as not always a
sale guide. As trutli is imimutable, a variable
iih cannot bc always truc. Every man îvho

is conversant witb the history ofUpper Canada
in partîcular, knows tbat the balancc of powcr
lias lieen continually vibratinfg betuveen the tuvo
politacal parties, for about the iast tuventy
-cars: and consistcncy bas not been the dis-
tingUishing m -Lrk of any party. Nor is this
unsteadiness of purpose peculiar to Canada:
on the contrary, ilt attaches itsclf to ail masses
o? the peopie in every lime ami place. The
unccrtaînty of popular favour to indîviduais is
proverbial; and the cbanges of popular will on
questions of poiicy is hardly les notorious.-


