
1.36 T&. Vine and 1&t Branches [May 7

and ýhat the instruction of chapter iS nd 16 was given, and the prayer of chapter 17 offered e ithaa
ini the courts of the Temple, or ini sonne retired s pt on the way ta Gethscuane. Itii m9ée prob.
able, however, that they did not at this point withdraw, but simply arose ; and that, while t nig
He continued His discourse and offered the prayer, and thesi. vent out of the houte and out of the
city ta Gethsemane, as stated in ch. 18 : .

s EXPOSITION

1. The T~iVine, 1, special referencè tu the sharp pruning proces

V. I. "J arn the true vine" genuine, o r through which Peter, Thomas, Pbilip and Judai*
ideal, or perfect Vine, as [lec is the perfect (flot Iscariot) had just been Put (13: 36 38, and
" Bread" and the perfect <'Ligbt." lsrael ch. 14). God's word abiding in the heart wiu
should have been a truc vine, but it had dkgen make it sweet and pure and clean. (Ps. i tg: 9.)
erated (lua. 5 ; Jer. 2 : 21). In the figure of the V. 4. 1 Abtd in m# ana 1ian you."lhe life
vine Jesus sets forth Ilii relation ta His disciples. a0 Jesus becmes the Mit oftcdic t~ as the
It is the cloiest union possible (14 : 2o). There sap of the vine becomes the lite of the brandi.
axc many conjectures as tg what suggested the F« xcept ye abide in mr. " The consequence af
figure of the vine. (1) The fruit of the vine as abiding in Christ is life and fruitfulnesa. There
used at the Lait Supper. (2) A vine trained must be union and communion af the soul with
over the walls and windows ot the room in which Jesus Christ or there cannut be holinesi of heart
thcy were. - (3) The great golden vine that hungZ Or lite."
over anc of the temple gales. (4) A vine which V. _. "I amn the vine, ye ari the branches

lfre saut on the way ta Geîhsemane. But there showirq-The entire dependence of the disciple
is no need of conjectures. Vines abounded every- upon Jesus for spiri ual lite. " Wtko&a me" '
where in Palestine ; and the figure of the vin- better, ai Rev. Ver , "a part from Me." Strpa.
vas familiar in Old Testament teaching. (Sc~ rated from Him we have no spiritual lite -, we are
passages jusl referred ta ansd Ps. 80 : 8.) IlMy xnete dead branches, "'unable Io do anythhïng
Faitker ir the kaisbandrnan "; the owner of the which is glorifying ta God, anything which can
sdil wbo tends His vine Him3,elV. The Father be callpd truit.bearing." Il ns an awesone
sent the Son and founded the Church ; and lie thought, ton, that, wbilst the branches Cannot
takes the same deep intercst in the welfare of lire without the vine, the vine bears fruit only
Ilis people as the vjpe-diesser doea in the vine- through the branches. It is through Hlis own
yard. that Christ shows Himself ta the world.

\2. " Evet>' brandhi n me," Pl. "united 111. Fmittlenanes, 6.
sith Me by the profession af faith " (Godet). V. 6. IlIf/aman abide not in me ke if caçt

'kat bearetk4 ma fruit," fruiticiss because flot forte asr a brande" because unfruitful and ihere'
vit ally tonnected with Jesuis as the branch às con
itected with the vine ; the conneclion merely ex
ternal and mechanical. (Fausset.) - Ta.keth

oeway, P as the vine-dresier cuti off a.l useless
branches ; more fully described in v. 6. "Pur-
telA il." Ille cleanseth it" (Rev. Ver.); cuts
off alI excrcsences and uselesi shoots, which are a
drain on the branch laking away the strcngth
from the fruit. Perplexkty, disappoi.ntment, suf-
fering, sorrow ; such are sonne of God's pruning
knives.
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V. 3. PINov ye art detane" carrying for ward

the thought of cleansing in v. 2. "' TAàroàk là#
wmod"; Christ'& vhole tcacbing. There may be

t

fare uselesa. The penalty is rejection. " «Cas:
làer inte tkef6re." Fire here is an embleni of

judgment. "1The vineyard fires- burning up the
pruned b~ranches may have been visible fromn the
room where they still wcze." (Reith ) "«But the
asut-oui branch mnay be grafted in again (Rom.
Il : 23) and the dead branch may be raimed ta
lite again (John 5 : 21, 25)." Camnb. Bible.

eb
IV. PrllIeand Duty. 7-11.

(For classification oaf privileges and duties sec
Ltssoa Plan.>1

V. 7. 'lAnd my words a"id tu ye'." This
tbrows ligb upon the meaning of their"I abiding "
in Him. They ade to have Hws '' word,.," His
teaching, - ithin thear hearti, governing their


