Oue,” tut & hungry Esau is not likely to be in a humour for making-puns. He is <o
little versed in the culinary_art that he does not at the morment remember the name,
Perhaps Jacob, like his father, wad somewhat of an epicurefand bad made & broth of
Egyptiar beans, which tie had provured as & duinty,  Borl r and color were new
sud highly aftractive to one faint with hunger,  (Jumicg] be color “was probably
a chocolate brown,  Called Edom—is ¢, « Bed” Itds obable that Bsau-received the
sunnuno Edom from his complexion.  But thet does not forbid its receiving a double
cmphasisfrom the presont.occasion. Lentil soup is an insignificant thing in itseld,
butthis particular bowl of it was « big with the destinies of nations.” Jacob's pame
had-a double justification after its ﬁrst'hestowal;(cb, 27: 38). The descendents of Esan
were-called Edomites and-dwelt i Mt. Seir. 31, Sell meo this day—R..V. marrin
«first of a1l Jacob must have been watching for this chance, and brooding, over the
prophecy regarding his fature: (see verse 23). He had not faith enough to:let God give
him the blessing jn:his.own time and way, but he must needsfend for himself aud
meanly wring from his brother's istress and moral weakness what he had the suro
‘promise-of God-for Whe‘x}uye/ua;jgate ‘him we reap the same resuit. We may pet-the
desired good but we get a ctrse with it. Bitter ingredicnts are introduced into a cup
which, by «trusting God and doing rightly,” would have been unmixed sweetness,
Patiently bide his will Promotion wiil come when we are ripe for it, if it is to come
at all, and if.it never-comes be assured we would have courted only failure:and sorrow
by aiming at what was n6t meant for us  Birthright~-This was three-fold, (I) the
right-of rule in thefamily aad tribe, (2) the right to a double portion of the inheritance;
(Gon. 48: 22; Deut 21- 17);.(3):the right of priesthood-in the family. (Ex 18 12, 135

22: 29; Num. 8: 17.18). In the family of Isaac there were additional honors and

privileges, (1) the possession. ot Canaan, (2) Covenant relations with God: (3) and the
progenitorship.of the Messiah. Dr. Thompson, in Thé Land and the Book, (vol. on

Southern Palestine, p. 254), suggests some plausible reasons by which Jacob ‘may have .

sought to quiet his consc ience. These gre answered- by Canon Rawlinson in' Tezae and
Jacob:  Their Lives-and Tinies, (p 80),  He did:not see the justice of the law of prime-
geniture® Yet.he was anxious ‘to-transfer its privileges to himself, “"I‘hey-weratwj‘n‘s,
aud the difference in their ages-was not worth spezking of.” But any difference at all

was sufficient to establish-the rights.of the-elder. «Jacob valued the blessing dnd Ecan -
despised it” Valuing what another has, gives us-no right to it. «Jacob had atgment-

ed the-estate-and Esau had-squandered it." A careful steward does not, by his fidelity
establish.a:claim to heirship. «He wag carrying out God's purpose.” God does not
need the help of man's crooked dealing. The ehd cannot justify the means. Jacob

does not stand alone in his meanness. 392, | At the .pgil?ff:vto'diéa-means‘eiiher; :

speaking with exaggeration, «I am dying of hithger,” or« My

e i3 80 full of danger, .

that. 1 may be-killed any day,” or « I 'shall die, and the blessings .of the birthright ave, .

for-others” “The first view sgems most natural. , Esaa preferted present gain, present

induigence, present gratification, to future happiness.-and spiritoal blessings, For this

heis called a-« profane person ” Heb. 12. 16  «What an-exhibition nf.l}éiman,namre! i

Esuu has company-in his-fall Wé are all stnicken by bis shame. We are conscious’
that if God hagd made provision: for-the flesh we -wonld: have histened-to. him more-readi-
Iy~ ~¢ But what will this \)irthﬁght profitas?’  We don't see'the good it does ' Were

it sondething to keep us from-disedse, to give -us long unsated days of pléasu}rqg.“to‘ .
ring us the {ruits of labor without the weariness.of it, to-make money for us, where is -~

the man who would not-value it—where is the man who woald hghtly give it up?

But becanse it is-ouly the favor'of God that is offered, Hig endless love, His holiness -

made ours, this we will-imperil or resign for every idle désire, for every lust that bids
5 Serve it-alittlelonger. We let-our souls starve, if-ouly our bodies be well tended

and cared for.” (Dods) 33. ‘Swearto me this day—R. V. sfist- of all”—Jacoh -
slows bis shrewdness 45 a businefman. He knew Esau too wall niot to Aear he-'would ~
repent.and ity to get back the birthright, so-he demands’that the contract-be ratified by

an oath. ¢Gal, 3: 18). «There unever-was.any food, except thé™orbidden fruit, so dear-
- miserably crafty and despicably mean.” (Haritut) 84. Rose up and went his'
way--as if nothing had happened. A sad ‘picture bf the carnal mind, satisfied with the
gratifications of sense and oblivious to-the.enduring tealities which .concern the soul:

w2y some things is fo lose'them forever. Esau made the mistake of'a.great many.
ethoﬁghtthat;teligion was.of no value for the.pjesentliffa. S .

.

%

tought as this broth of Jacob's.” (Bishop Hall). If Esau was- “profane” Jacob was -

Esau repopted afterwarda (Heb. 12. 17) but+ whatis done can't be vndotie” To give



