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BUYING A STRAW HAT AT ST. MALO.

In one of his letters, Mux O'Rell, the well-known correspondent
relates the following incident:—

The French he says, never or very seldom, allow themselves to be
completely absorbed by business. They always set apart a certain
portion of ume to the amcnities of life. They are as serious you
like at work, but 1n @ moment they will extubit any amount of good
humour at play, and again will resume harness as quickly as it was
thfown off.  1f you yo into a shop at dinner time 1 speak now of
the small provincial towns - you may run the nsk of receiving very
hittle attention or even none at all, [ remember once it was at St
Malo, 1n the summer~1 entered a hatter’s shop at one o'cleck in
the afternoon. A well dressed, ladyhke girl came out of the back
patlor and inquired what I wanted.

“1 want a straw hat mademoiselle,” I said.

“* Oh 1 that's very awkward just now.”

“lsit??

*“Well, you see,” she said, “ my brother is at dinner ;” and after
a pause of a few seconds she added, *“ Would you mind calling again
in an hout’s time 2"

“Not at all,” I rephed; “I shall be delighted to do so.”

I was not only amused, but struck with admiration for the inde
pendence of that worthy hatter. After a few year’s residence in
England a little scene of that description was a great treat.

An hour later 1 called again. The young gi:l made her second
appearance. :

“My brother waited for you quite ten minutes,” she said to me;
“he has gone to the cafe with a friend now.”

“I am sorry for that,” I said ; * when can [ see him ?”

“If you will step across to the cafe, I am sure he will be happy
to come back and attend to'you.”

I thanked the young lady, went to the cafe and introduced myself
to the hatter, who was enjoying a cup of cofifee and having a game

of dominoes with a friend. He asked me to allaw him to finish the
game, which, of course, I was only too glad to do, and we returned
to the shop togcether.

RACKET IN AHATTER’S STORE.

——

* Kathleen,” wnting 1n the Leeds Mercury, tells »f a lady in Syd
ney, who found a harse- hoe, and threw it gracefully over her
shoulder in accordance with ancient custom. It went through a
hatters's window and hit a customer who was trying on a new
hat. This gentleman, under the impression that une of the
shopmen had played the tnck, promptly struck him and sent hum

throuph a large sheet of plate-glass. A general melee ensued, and
the place was in a commotion immediately, although no one ap

eared to know exactly what it was all about It would be interest-
ing to know who paid for the shop window, the lady or the customer,

. ¢t whether, as usual, the poor tradesman had to pay.
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E. J. FAWCETT

MANUFACTURER OF

FELT HATS

STIFF, SOFT and RLEXIBLE.
NIKEARA 3T, - - TORONTO.

The only manufacturer in Canada supply-
ing exclusively the RETAIL TRADE. Send
for samples of

DUNLAP, KNOX AND MILLER STYLES.

FURD! FURD! FURY!

A. A. ALLAN & CO.

Beg to announce the completion
of their extensive preparations in
this department and have now on
exhibition the largest display of
Ladies’ and Gents’ Fine Furs ever
shown in Ontario. The attention
of close and prompt paying buyers
solicited.

A. A. ALLAN & CO,,

. 51 BAY ST., TORONTO:

B. LEVIN & CO.,,

WHOLESALE MANUFACTURERS OF FINE EURS

AND

IMPORTERS OF HATS.
491 & 493 ST. PAUL ST,,

MONTREAL.
==

A large and well assorted line of manufactured
furs and high grade hats always in stock. Orders

by mail from the trade will receive careful attention.

Sole Agents for the Dominion of Canada for
Lincoln, Bennett & Co., Sackville St,, London,
Eng., and W. Wilkinson & Co., Regent St., Lon-
don, Eng., makers of high-class Silk and Stiff Hats,




