
THE CH1URC11

Tlîus inatters %veut on unitil the year 1828.
No furtlier schism, of anly moment cccurrod un-
til that poriod, %%,liein 01the 8ame pin'ciple as

.btupon which the New Connexioit w11
formied, another diýi8ion arose. It occurred lit
Leeds, and wvas enuised by an adverse decision
lIadu by the Conferenco, relating to an urgan
which lind bcen erected in one of' the chapels by
the direction of one of' tho local ituthorIities o'f
the circuit. The dimuctitents, hieaded by a body
of itinerant prenehers, arnounted to about a
tliousnnd. persons Othicrs joined tlin froni
differont parts of' the kingdom, and thce' formed
themseives into a distinctcommnursity, uinder the
titie of ' Wesleyn Protestant Metbodists.'

But a still lnrger :ind more important division
took place ln the yeur 18341, wvhicls ultimiately
omibraced the Pèotestant Metiiodists, and aîb-
sorbed thenm into one bodv. '1'bre wvas a law
of the Conference to this elffeet:

' Let no man, nor any number of' men in our
Connexion, on any accouint or occasion, circulate
letters,, eall meetings, or attempt to do anythîng
tiew, tili it has been flrst appointed by the C;on-
feronce."

A wise law, and one evidently necessary for
the preserîvationi cf unitv in a religious body, bu
one savouring too mnuetI Of the &'priestly into-
lerance' nt which the ideas of Protestants are
sure sooner or Inter to, rebel. It happened that
n preaclior by naine Josephi Stev'ens, advocated
openly t!'o separation of the Churcli froîn the
State. It-wias an opinion which miight well
excite the denuneiations cf "lthe Powers that
bu," agrainst those cf "the Establiskrnent," whlo
miglit dare te maintain it; but ene would have

Ithoughit that amnong the Wesleyans, the enun-
ciation of such a principle wvould have beon
already recognized by practice. But se it weas
that Mr. Stephens w'as exclnded frora the Sô-
cioty cf the Wesleynns, and ho accordingly
formed a conimuttity cf his ovin, on Independ-
ent.priinciples at Ashton-under-Lvne. Tlîis gave
great' offunce tbrougliout the wvhoIe, Wesleyan
body, and it pavedf the way for further diffi-
culies. Mr. Gordon, another itinerant preacher,
voluntarily retired on accoant of thse proceed-
ingys in Stephens's case; and hie was followed
by a number cf persons from the towns cf
Dudley snd Stourbridge, who joined in array-
iiig themselhes in a body agaînst the Confer-
ence. This was follciwed by the case cf Dr.
Warren, a preacher of great eminence and con-
siderable authority. Hie was brought te, trial
for publishing a pamphlet against a theological
seminary, lately establisbed by.the Conference.
Ho was suspended fromn the ministry, and ulti-
maately expelled Ly the CJonférence cf 1835,
iipon which hoe conformed te the Church, and
eventually received hoiy orders. But these sen-
tences and expulsions, as they wvere eviriently
of a very strong and arbitrary character, and
seemed te airu at a morc than just power, in.
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the coercion of reIigiouis liberty, gave grea t
offonce on aml sdi. At M,îtnclîo!.ter- and Liver
pool, and mnny otiier cf tho principal circuits,
an agitation conitencel, wvhieh ondcd lu fi
juniction of about 20,000 liersons, under theo
new name of the WESLPXAN ASSOCIATîoîN-or
Associattion M1ethodists. '1heir go% ornmetit, diq.
cipline, and doctrine remained mnucl the sanieJas that, of the Newv Connexion. Accordinz tr>
the consus cf 1851, their p1daces of woî hIip
ainouint to 340, and the inuînl.sur of their adl-
hoents 40,170.

To bù contintied.

The Gentlenessofe the Chnroh.

1I amn made a11il îiîsgs to ail nmen, tuii I nsliglit by
ali ixîcatis sztVe soille."e

Wile ividi our wholc sotil %% o nîus decl:î,e
.with the higyls-ninded Apo,,tie that wve Il w'ould
not give place by subjeetion, no, not for an
liour-," to, false or erronteouis teaiiingý; we rejoice
te, esteem it equally our privifege to, endeaver
te carry ont those sentiments cf getlcI love by
Nvhichlie was at lenst as inuiclidsinus as
by his heroie firinness.

Hence we have miucli pleasure ln transferring,
to our editorial pages the follon ing long extract
from an article iii a recent nunîber cf dthat rigt

.principlcd publication, the Ncwv Haven IlCiiuricli
Review":

*Gonsideration for the feelings of others
shoùuld guide us ln our mnanner of presenting
Church dontrines. It iîceds not, ln order to
win subruission to the Clsurch, to place ourselvei
in a position of direct antaqonisrn te systerus
by whici wve are surronnded. WVe niay effiect
far' more by looking eut for points wlnci vie
hold ln commen, and building cur conclusionsî
upon these. This hclds good with Christianity
it.;elf. -The peculiar glory cf wliat we in Christ
possess consists net in this, that it is unlike any
thingr elso-the cold denial and contradiction cf
ali that men have been drearning of through
the different tiges cf the world; but rallier the
sweet reconciliation and exquisite harm-ony of
ail past thouglits, anticipations, and rev'elat;ons.
ILs prerogatie is, that aIl whereof nmen had a
troubled dreamn before, did in Him become. a
waking reality-that wlhat nmen 'vere devising,
aud most inadequately for themselves, God lias
perfectly given us in ilis Son ."

Mr. trench, -froru vihonx %we have taken tbis
-passagVýe, bas, lu bi's Hulsean Lectures, expandel
this idea into a direct and fermiai proof cf the
truth of Christianity. That it iq the compii#j
mient of a nced long and depply felt: that it is
the enibodiment cf a Divine iden, te which Man
bas labored la vain te gve forni and expression.

It ivas thus thnt St. Paul becanse a M6w to


