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A MYBTERIOUS FIRE.

In a former article on the subject of lubricat-
ing machinery wo refer tosome of the villianous
compounds that were 20ld under the name of
lubrieating oils. In this case only the damago
to machinery was considered, This, howover,
{e not all the danger that grows out of the use
of those aduiterations. Illuminating oils, with
the adulterations that aro put upon the arket
are atill worse, for while only the damage to
machinery may ariso from the adultrations of
lubricating vils, the danger to lifoand property
frow illuminating oils is atill greater.  The dis-
covery of petrolenm is no doubt one of the
bleswings of the present ago, and when honestly
and proporly propared, is the best for illumin.
ating purpoecs of anything we have outside of
gas, but the rascally mixture of benzine and
other inflammable substances that aro put up-
on the market is a fruitful cause of nine-tenths
of the accidents that occur. A fellow with no
charactor, knowledge or principal, goes intothe
oil trade ; his stock consists of a barrel of ben-
zine, & barrel of kerosene oil, a few pounds of
rosin or somo other stuff: to give it body, and
then advertiso a new illumiuating oil, made up-
on scientific principles, and warranted to give a
brightor light and atand a high fire test, and no
danger of explosion, etc., and cheaper than any
oil ever put on the market. Ho will pour some
of it into a shallow dish, and drop a burning
match into it to satisfy his customers that it
will not explode and in this way people are
humbugged into buying a compound that is
more dangerous than gunpowder,

It is woll known to any who has given this
subject any attontion, that even clear benzine,
when put into a hollow dish, willuot explode ;
it will burn rapidly, but is casily put out by
throwing a cloth over it ; but when it ia confin.
edin a tight vessel, only partly filled, then is
the time when it becomesdangerous, for the gas
which it generates, from the volatile nature of
it, soon fills the can, and if the cork is removed
and it comes in contact with fire, it will explode
like dynamite, and is about as dangerous to have
it around. Even the best oil needs care, for it
is impossible, with all the care that can be had
in refining, to entirely deprive it of volatile mat.
ters, that will generate gas if left standing in a
warm place, A lamp that has been used in the
eveninglsud stood over night, partly full of oil,
should never be lighted in the morning without
allowing the gas to ezcape. Dlowing outlamps
in the evening is another practice that should
never be indulged in ; theair that 18 blown down
the chimney is often forced down the tube,
carrying the blaze with it, and if tho oil should
happen to be low, an explosion is likely to take
vlsce, The only safety is by buying nothing
but the best, no matter about the price, a few
cents on a gallon of oil 158 small matter when
compared to the destruction of life and pro.
porty that almoet every day occurs from the
careless use of kerosene oil,  Kindling the fite
in the morning with kerosens is another prac-
tice that has cost mavny lives and a great deas.
truction to property ; and 1f Bridget must light
the fire with kerosene oil, by pouring it out of
the can, imprass upon her mind the oil must be
poured upon the wood, and the can corked up
and put away before the match is lighted.
Kerosene oil is not the only element of danger
that we havoe in our factories and dwellings to
guard against. There are many other fruitful
sources that are entirely overlooked, that cause
mut of the mysterious Gres.

The caroless uso of matches is one “constant
source of danger ; not but which the matches
may be harmless enough in themselves, if left
alone, put when dropped upon the floor of a
wood shop, covered with shavings, orin a bara
where hay and straw is cattered about, if step.
ped on or picked up by mice, they become one of
the sources of myaterious fires, It is well known
that rats and mice will carry off matches for the
phosphorus which they contain, and of which
they seem to be fond ; but if one of them ignites
while Mr, Rat is cndeavoring to extract the
phosphorus, he never stops to sound the alarm
of fire, but takes himself off to aome place of
r{ety, and as no fire has been used;in the build.
ing it is considered & clear case of incendiarism,
but Mr. Rat isthe last one to bo suspected of
being' the incendiary.: -Spontaneous combus-
tion is atiother cause of myzterious firee, that

aro put down as incondiary, but I beliovo that
vine.tenths of them aro from this cause.

That there are some fires that can be traced
tu incendiariam there is no doubt, but I am not
willing to believe that mankind aroso depraved
a3 to be guilty of all the arts of incoudiarism
that arelaid to their door.

Vapors arising from vola‘ile mattor take fire
with loas heat than many suppose, A steam
pipe running through a 0ox of pine saw dust
has been known to take fire soveral times, and
the heat of the steam was probably never over
300, the mflammauble vapor that was destilled
out of the turpentine containedin the sawdust
furnished in tho means of ignition.

Oily rags or cotton waste used around ma-
chinery, and snturated with oil, is another fruit-
ful causo of mysterious fires, that occur where
nofire isused. The statistics show that a great
majority of tho fires that take place in manu.
facturing establishmonts happen between Sat
urday night and Monday morning, and as it is
the custom in all well regulated mills to requiro
tho operatives to cloan up their machines on
Saturday atternoon, unless the oil waste used
for that purposo is carefully collected and re-
moved to same sufe place, the chances are that
before Sunday night, fire may be gouerated from
spontaneous combustion.

In a discussion of this subject n fow years ago
in order to satiafy ourselves on this subject, wo
made a number of experments with different
fibrous substances and oil. 'We found that cot-
ton wasto that had been used in cleaning ma-
chinery, and well saturated with oil, when
covered up wath iron turnings and dirt, which
is found under the latha of all machino shops,
took fire €0 as to smoko in two hours, and when
partially uncovered and a portion of it is ex-
posed to the airit burns up freely urtit the wasto
is all consumed, When eaturated with linseed
oil it took fire much sooner.

Some painters wero at work in a house where
a portion of the wood work was being fimished
in o, and rags rubbing it were thrown into
a closet. At noon, when all the workmen were
absent to their dinner except one, who happen-
ed to have his dinner with him, and while st-
ting in tho room adjowning the closet, discover-
smoke issuing from it. Upon opening the door
he discovered the rags on fire, which blazed up
fively, until the timely application of a fow
pails of water, which as good luck would have
it were near at hand. The fire was oxtinguisb-
ed with but little damage, whereas if the build-
ing had been left alone at the time, or the fire
bruke out at night, in all probability it would
have been consumed, and anvther mysterious
fire would have been recorded, ** probably the
work of an incandiary.”

Another case of spontaneous ignition occurred
in a store. A bottle of olive oil was spilled
upon the flcor, a quantity of saw dust was
thrown over it to soak it up. The sun happen-
ed to be shining in upon it at the time, and in
less than an hour it took firu,

In planing mills where the machinery is
scarcely ever cleaned up, I will admit that
there is little danger for greasy wasto being
thrown around, but there is au element
that is quite as dangerous as waste, The fino
dust that collects around and under the ma-
chines becomes saturated with oil und grease,
together with the villainous compounds, under
the namo of lubricated oils, and as they scarce-
1y ever aro cleaned up thoy are ovly waiting for
favorable conditions to develop into & firstclass
fire,

The statistics of the insurance department 1n
most states show the average time for planing
mills, sash and door factories, furniture factor-
iesto burn in eight years ; while foundries, ma-
chine shops, black smith shops and other work-
ing cstablishments is about twenty, Now why
is it so masy wood-working establishinents 1s
burned up? There is no reason why a
plaving mill should burn any more than sny
other shop, if proper precaution is taken.
It s truethat there is a great deal of comhust-
able matter in and around it, but even that is
no good reason why they should burn up so of-
ten. With the improved devices for taking
away tho shavings and dust, a planing mill
can be kept as clean as any other shop, and if
the machinos were brushed off and the accumu-

1aticas of dust and greass scraped off every day | S

thero would be but little danger from that
source,

Most of tho mills that arobuiltat the present
time aro well protected frora fire, so far as the
~ugine is concernod, with fire-proof shaving
room, but with all the caro that may be bestow-
od upon these two important parts of tho mill
unless propwer precaution is taken to keep tho
machines freo from thoso accumulations of
of greaso and dust, mysterious fires will atill con.
tinuo to break out when they are least expect
ed, aud planing mnill owners will bo obliged to
continue to pay duuble the insurance which
they ought to pay.—[C. R, Tompkirs, M, E., in
Journal of Progrest.

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO.

Year by year tho operations of the lumber
moen in Muskoka aro becoming less and the
pino limits are decreasing or rapidly disappear-
ing.—Herald,

A man named Dennis, of Detroit, hns taken
his mill machinery to Lynch Lako, Joly town®
ship, where he intonds cutting birch lumber for
the Toronto market, o will ship by the N, &
P, J.R,

Two large saw mills are to be built on Casd
solman’y farm, near Katrino, to cut lumnber for
the firm of Fiatt & Bradloy. The pine around
Doe Lake is eaid to be sufficient to last twenty
years—if not too rapidly consumed,

Messrs, R, & G. Strickland, of Lakefield, are
carrying on a large lumbaring business in Oak-
ley this winter, They have four camps in
operation in which forty four teams are em-.
ployed ; in the one camp alone—that of which
Jamoes Taylor is foroman—there ars ninet
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teams. The depot for supplies is Wood Lake
camp, presided over by Mr. R, Kail. Mr.
Alex. Moffatt, their managing clerk, lives here,
and fills the position to tho entire satisfaction of
the company, Mr., Ketchiog, of Draper, has
the contract for supplying the above camp with
0ats, pork, flower and other provisions, Mr,
Jackson Toster is engaged to assist Mr, Ketch-
ing in teaming in the supplies from Graven-
hurst.—~Panner,

Mzr. Martin, the timber and lumber inspector
for the N. & P, J., returns next week from
Bracvebridge and Huntaville, where he has
been looking after the erection of the fine
station buildings nearly completed at those
points, to lay out the work for the Burk's Fall's
station,.—Arrow, )

“What Say Youn to a Fiece 9f Roast
Reef and Mustard o

Well, there Is rnuch to be said. The question
belng rsked of the banqueter nt tle average
boarding house, calls up reminlacences of olngs
contignity 10 the horps, and beefsteak three
outs south thereof He, of course, will
unless 1t occurs to bim that he needs s
hioge for hiatrunk. Bhould there be any suf-
ferlng the effeots of an Indulgenoce in euchsint.
OuR fhre, use McGregors Bpeedy Cure, a sure
and efTectunl reraedy for dyspepala,constipation
and affections of the stomsnch and liver. Hold
by J- McKee. Trial bottles free.

e e, —
Advice to Methers.

Mrs. \Winslow's 8oothlog Syrupshould always
be used when children are cutting teoth, Itre-
iloves the Iitlle sufferer nt once ; it produces
natural, quiet sleep by relieviong the ohlid from
pula, and the little cberub awxkes as “ bright
as & button,” 1tis very pleasant to taste. It
soothes the chllg, softens the gums, allays all

10, Tellr ves wind, regulates the bowe!s, and
4 the best known remedy for diarrhoea, wheth.
er arlsing from teething or other causes, 25 ot
a botlle, ~ Bosure uhd avk for‘Mrs, Winslow's
Soothlug Byrup,” and take noother kind,

.

Perbaps the most extraondIDRTY that suocess
bas been achloved In modern sclence has been
attalned by the Dixon treatment for Catarrh
Uut of 2,000 patlents treated duriug the past six
monthy, fully ninely per cent. have been cured
of thisstubborn mrlady. This Is none the less
startling when 1t 18 remembered thut not five
per cent. 0f the patients presenting themselivea
to the regular practilioner are benefitted,"white
the patent 1odicines and other advertised
cures hover record & cure at all. Starting with
the claim now genorally bolloved by the most
sclentiic men that the disease is due 10 the

resence of living peratites in the tissues, Mr.

1xon at onco adapted his oure 1o thelr exter-
minaticn ; this accomplished the Catarrh is
praotically cured, and the permanency is un.
quostioned, &8 cnrex effected bg bim four years
8go aracures allll, Naone olse bas overattomp.
ted 10 cure Catarrh in this manuer, and no
other treatment has ever cured Catarth, The
application of the remedy isslmple and oan
be done at home, and the present season of the
YeAr 1a the most favorable for a speedy and per-
1manedt cure, the majority of cases being cured
atous treatment. Huflerers should oorrur(nnd
with Messra, A. H. DIXUN & BON, 35 King
street '“‘b Toronto, Canada, and encloss a
stamp for their trea on Cnurw.-ﬂl’ontrlze.al

Johnston’s Fluid Beef

The nourishing, pelatable and warmth giying
qualities of Johnston's Fluld Beat has caused bis
invaluablo prepamation to before a favorite ond,
fashionable beverage for the winter season. I8 i
now obtalnable on draught at the leading hotels sad
roestaurants throughout the Domlnjoa 1y
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