————

188
TUE WILD MAN OF THE WUODS.

(From the Sceentzfie Lrar Tt )

The continent of Afvied whete the ¢ator 1
crosses it ixabout 2,200 miles In embth, “i
vast anknown tropical reglon, wh'sh has been
explored foronly a few hundred wiles 3 its
eastorn and western poriions.  Sefar as ex-
amined it ina masy of hills aud mountaius,
cevered with the dense forests of the tiopics,
jubabited by strange tribes of cannibal negroes
and still stranger triben of gigantic monkies
whick are almost human in their aspect and
organization. The country s truversed by
tivers, andt embraces great sea-like lakes, in
which hippopotami wallow and fight, and al-
ligators in countless numbers baskinthe ver-

tloal rays of the sun.
Tho western portion of this regionto » dis-

sauce of 330 miiles fiom the coast has been
explored by Paul B. Du Chailly, an American
of Prenel parcntage. He was associnted with
his father in trade on the Africun coast fur four
years,aud being a student of nataral history
was desirous of procuring specimens of the
peculiar animals of Ceutral Africa, which
were unknown to the world of scicuce. He
was particularly anxious to obtain specimens
of thegorilla, thie great tailless ape, which ap-
proachies nearer to man, in its structure, than
any rther of thelowerenimals, This anxiety
was nota little hightoned by the stories which
the uatives told of the gigantie strength and
ferocity of the gorilla, and of its balf human
aficctions, manners aud customs. Mr. Du
Chailla started on his exploration in 1836 and
spent fowe pears u the forcsts unaccompacied
by any whi.e person, traveling on foot more
shan 8,000 miles,  During this time he Killed
and stulied more than 2,000 birds aud 1,000
quadrupeds, 80 being new specics. Mo brought
liis collection to this country, where it was ex-
Nibited for a while to the public.  The exhi-
Diticn was noticed at the time in the Sanxrie-
sc Amsaican. Heaftcrwards tookit to Eng-
Jand, where it has eacited the gieatest interest
among naturalists, reviving the discussion of
the developement theory of creativn, which
embraces the question of the inman race be-
iug descended from monkics.

Mr. Du Chiallu has published an account of
his explorations, from which we take the
following extracts :—

KILLING H1$ FIRST GORILLA,

We started carly, and pushed .for the
most dense aud impenctrable part of the
forest, in hopes to find the very home of
the beast [ 50 much wished tothoet. Hour
after hour we tiaveled, and vet no skgns of
gorilla. Ouly the everlnsting little chatter
jug monkeys—and not many of these—and
occasionally birds. In fact, the forcsts of
this part of Africa—as the render lins seen
by this time—are not so full of life asin

some oihier parts to the south.
Suddeuly Miengai uttered a littho cluck

with bis tongue, which is the native’'s way
of showing that something is stisring, and
that a sharp look-ont is wecessay. And
presently 1 noticed, alicad of us seemingly,

THE

% Dnoise as of some oue breakivg down
I:nn_ehu or twigs of trees.

.

Plhifs was the gotilla, 1 knvw st onco, by
the cager and sutisfled Tooks ol the min,
They b oked vueo mete eatclidly at thel
guny, to see i by any chance the powder
il fallen ont of the jous; 1 alo examined
ming, to make sme that all was vight; aud
thes we marchied on cautionsly.

The singular noise of the breuking of tree
branebes continued.  We walked with the
greatest care, waking 1o nvise at all, The
countenances of the wen showed that they
thought themselves engaged in a very seii-
ous andertaking ; but we puwhed on, until
finally we thoughit we saw thisough the thick
woods the moving of the branches and small
trees whieh the great beast was teacing dowm,
probably to ges from them the Lorvics and
fruits he lives on,

Suddenly, as we were yet creeping along,
in & silence which made a heavy bresth
seem loud and distinct, the woods were al
ouce filled with the (remendous barking
roar of the gorilla,

Then the underbrusk swayed rapidly just
aliead, and presently before us stood an
iinmense male gorilla. He liad gone through
the jungle on ull fours; but when he saw
our party he erected himself and looksd us
boldly in tihe face. He stood about a dvzen
yards from us, and was a sight I think i
never shall forget.  Nearly six feet high
(lie proved four iuches shorter,) with im-
mense body, huge chiest, and great museun-
jar arms, with flercely-glaring large deep
gray eyes, and a hellish.expression of face;
which seemed to me like some nightmare
vishon; shus stood before us this kiug of
the African forest.

He was rot afraid of us. e stood tlere,
aud beat his breast with his hage fists till
it r ded like an i bass drum,
which is their mode of ofiering defiance;
meantime giving vens to roar alter rvar.

The roar of the gorilla is the most sin.
gular and awful noise heaid in these Afiican
woods. It begins with a sharp bark, like
an angry dog, then glides juto a deey bass
roll, which literally and elosely rescmb. s
the rull of distant thunder along the sky, for
which 1 have somctimes bern tempted to take
it where 1 did 1ot sce the animal. 8o deepis
it that it seems to proceed less from thc mouth
and throat than frum the deep chiest and veat
paunch.

His eyes degan to flash ficrcer fire a3 we
stood motionless on the dcfeusive, and the
crest of short hair which stauds on bis fore-
head began to twitch rapidly op and dewn,
while his ponetful fangs were shown as he
again sent forth a thunderous rosr.  And now
truly he reminded me of rothing but some
bellish driam ereature—a being of that hid-
eous order, half man, Lalf beast, which we
find pictured by old srtists in some represen-
tations of the inferpal regions. He advanced
afew steps—then siopped 1o utter that hide-
eus roar azain—advanced again, and fiually
stopped when at a distance of about six yarls
from us. And here,just as he began another
of bis roars, beating his Lreast i rge;, we
fired, and killed him.,

EDUCATIONALLST.

U Wit 2 groam which bud senrcthing terribly
Tontumnn 05, and 3ot was fuld of brutinl 1ess, b
fell forwanrd on hixfiee,  The hady shook cone
Dveubsively for o few minntes, the Jinbx moved
fuhout 1o a strageling way, then all was quiet
—dently had done its work, sud 1 lnd leisute
to examine the huge body, 1t proved to be
Ave feet eight inchies high, and the muascular
development of the avas and breast shioweil
what immense strength it ad possessed.

My men, though rejvicing at our ek, im-
mediately began to quarrel about the appor-
tionment of the meat—Tfor they really eat this:
creature. T saw that they woull come tor
blows presently 3 I did not interfere, sl
therefore said I would myself give each maw
his shure, which satisfied all.  As we were
too thed to retum to uue camp of last night,
we detesmined to enmp here on the spot,
and accordingly scon had some shelters
crected and diuner goleg on. Luckily, one’
of the fcllows shut a deer just as we began:
to camp, and on its weat § feasted, while
wy men ate gorilla,

A YOUNG GORILTA.

This time I was accessory to its eapture.
We were walking along iu aiience, when I
heard a cry, and presently saw befote me’
a femalo gorilla, with s tiny Baby-gorilla
hanging to her breast and sacking. The
mother was stroking the littls ono, and
looking fondly down at it; aund the scene
was so pretty and touching that 1 Leid my
fire, and considcred — like a soft-hearted
fellow—whetlier I:had not better leave them
in peace. Befure Icould make up my mind,
however, my huntér fired and Killed the
mether, who fell without & struggle.

The wother full, tat the baby elung to
her, and, with pitiful cries, endeavored tor
attract her attenticu. I came up, and when
it saw mc ® Lid K poos little head fu its
wowher's breast. It eonld neithier walk nor
bite, sol could casily manage it; and I car-
ried it, while the men Lore the mwither om
& pole. When we got to the village another
scenc ensued. The men put the body dow::,
and ¥ set the little fellow near.  As soon
as he eaw his mother, he crawled to her
and threw himsclf on lhier breast. He did
not find his accustomed nourishment, and §
saw that he perceived something was the
matter with the old ore. Ie crawled over
her body, sinclt at it, aud gave utwcrance
frore time to time to a plsintive cry, * Hoo,
hoo, hoo,” which touched my hLoars.

I could get no milk for this poor listle
fellow, who could not eat, and consequently
died on the thirl day after he was caught.
e scewed more doclle than the other 1
Lad, for he already recosnized my voice,
and wonld try to hurry toward me when he
saw me. I put the litle body in alcohol,
aud sent it to Dr. Wyman, of Boston, for
dissection.

The mother was skinned; aud when 1
came to examine, I found her a very sin-
galar specimen. Her head was smaller than
that of any other gotilla I cvef saw, and
the rump was of & veddish-Lrown color.—
These are peculiarities which made this




