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Religions Intelligence.
DEVIL WORSHIP 1IN CEYLON.

(To the Young People of the U. I'. Chureh n Glusgow, supporiing a
Printer in Ceylon.)
Raxoy, February V1A, 1852,

My Dasn Youxe Frirsns,—The following are the next three bouks
10 be printed at your expenses—

First,=An Account of Angels.  According to the Singhaleee, theee
are 330 millious of gods, demi-guds, and devils. ‘They suppose every
mwuntain snd rock, every jungle-and cave, to be tenanted by maligeant
wpirits, to whom they ascribe sickness and other distresses.  Every large
weo is the abode of a demon, whose wrath would be ancurred by any at.
wmpt t injutc it. A few years ago, many of the prmeval forests, wiich
clad to the summits the mouatains ol Ceylon, were cut down by Buropean
planters to form coffee cstates,  The nauves alficmed hat the unhappy
apirits, thus dislodged from their favourite rctreats, roamed wahag
through e country, vowing vengeance agamet the white mzn who, 1t was
predicicd, would soon fall victims to their rage. To theirsurpnse,however,
the anticipations of the people have not veen teahsed, and the first sctiler,
although cver and anon ¢agiged i hus wotk ol desteuction, travels about
uninjured in #pite of the hatred of the demons.  Although the Singhalese
five under continuat apprehiension lest these evil epinta should saflict on
them some temporal calamity, they do not suppose that they tempt them
to commit sin ; instead of resisting them, depending upon God'shelp, they
steive to Frup'umc them by costly ceremnonica.  There are performed by
a class of men called devilpreats, They decetve the ignotant people 1n
various ways. ‘The Singhalese belicve that the death of an encmy inay
be caused in the following manner. A smallimage 3a made, perced waiky
nails, to rep the jadieidual wlwse 1 gought ; certaimn
charmus ate repeated, after whielt it is busted, and shuutd the object of theie
hatsed chance to step over it, he 13 attacked by a hingening discase, and
pines away 1ill lfe is extinct.  Occasionally, when a devil-pncat is cafled
to astend a sick man, hie tells him that sone one, from malicious motives,
has had this ceremony performed, but lie offers a targe suny 1o fiod out the
charm, and cause the impeading evil to return upon the head of ats con-
triver. 'This proposal is eagerly accepted, and great prepacations are
made.  The devilepriest, having previously concealed a smnall image, uses
many incantations, pretends 10 be imspired, and while vnder the afflaws,
orders the people to dig at a certain place.  They doto; and lo! she
source of all the mischief 13 discovered.  “T'he devil-priest s praised to
the okics, and departs foaded with presente,

At other times the devil-priest preteads by s chatms to expel the de.
won who has caused the Jizease, A promwe 19 made at first only 1o de-
part for a few months.  With tlus the devilopriest 18 not sausfied , he ree
peats mote powerful charms, and the evil spirit engages not 10 nojest the
person for some years. ‘The priest, however, sgan mutters s spell, and
the demon is seluctantly obliged to ageee to leave the eick man for ever.
ilpricst demands a sign that he wiltkeep his word ; and the van-
; quished apirit promises, when going away to break the branch of a cenan
. tree. ‘The devil-priest bids the people 10 examine whether the pledge bas
. been keep,  ‘They run in haste, and find the broken bough—ilic inference

is ble, the has phed, who can doubt hus mighty

Au eflizy of the sick man whore cure 1o mought, is made of clay. Under
the pretence that the person fa dead, a great ontety 1a rateed, aud with
inuch lamentativn the image i« tnken t the Jungle and buaed. ‘The enl
eptit, thiking 1hat s olyect has beca accomplihed, et no more,
We adk the people if they supguwe the devil tobe tnote stupid thna acrow,
for cven that bird knows the dillerence between o corpee and & pleec
ofclay?

.\h’f-y of the native doctora are e chief encoutapers of devil cerce
monles. 1'o corceal theie want of skill, they ray 1 the people * Oh, this
aickness is caused by a certain deton, medicine alone cannot cwe &,
you tust send for a devilepricst.”  Shuald the patent die, ol coure the
demon ix to be blamed, not the meidical attendant.  Some of the doctors,
however, it must be allowed, ajipore these ceremunics.  In certain cases,
it §s pretcuded that evil spitita entening women eavse them to dance poh.
ticly, and distont wheis bosfies §n vativus ways. ‘Uhis was veey comama
at one time in the south of the taland. A anibve prachinoner, howerer, puc
astop 10§t, There inn snall species of pepper hese whicli ia very hot,
Ile reduced some of it to powdee, and blew it up the nmtrile of some
women who were | | as belore bed, It doned sochy
agony that they 1an and planged thenmelves 1a water, if pomble to
alleviate the pain. ‘Thia was noised abroad ; and & fiend of mine, who'
resided for nbout ten years in that pavt of the country, dul not sce & single
instance of women dauciag duringg the whole time.

“The Devil-prieats pretend to be alle, by tepeating centain cltarms, to*
cause any person to fall down, blood gushung (tom tus wouth and acees
When ot the towa on the 1sdand bt noted o its devst-priesia, P offered
a reward to any channer who would sinke tme filin this masner.  Two'
of theim came forwatd, but faled completely. & few months age, we
printed About 4600 copies of a challenge to all the ddevil-prieats 1n tho'
isfand, offering 300 dolinm to any one who, on a cettam fixed day, cithet
at Colombo, Galle, Matura, ot ianly, the fout principal towns, by means’
of charms, caused blood 1o flow from the mouth and noemils of persons
who denied their power, Not one devil-priert ventured the 1l ; and
many of the people reproach them as a sct of deceivers. A few of the'
mote obstinste heathen, although forced 6 admit that the devil-ptieats do
110t potscas the power 1ow, aseert, (It fn anclent tines, they were able
to do such wonders. 'F'he quesiion, howerer, is triumphanily asked,Why
then did not the Ceylonese kinge send clever chatoiers 1o ileatiny the
Hindoos, when, & thousand years ago, they rvaged the tland?  Why, in
Tike wannes, were not the Portnguese and Datch repulecd whea they ate
tacked the maritime dmtrietst

‘[he teact on Angels will help 10 remove the superstitious fears under
swhich the Singhalese lahour, 1t will peiat out that sickness fs not ¢anned
by devils, but proceeds from n benevolent Father who * doth not afifics
wilhngly the chisldren of men,” it will urge dhewn, instead ol makig of-
ferings 10 demons for its removal, to humble themselves under 15 handf
of God, and to use propee medicines, it will caunon them against yreld«
ing to the v of Satan, yet thews by the thonght that
thete are legions of bleseed spints who debight to minaster 16 them who'
shall be heis of ealvauon,

‘The subjeet of the second tract will be Pride  Tlus evil dispositiod 1e
universal, but it prevasls exceediogly amang the Singhalese,  The lan.
guage contains about a dezen pronouns of the second peron winch are
used according to the rank of the individoal addressed.  The same fechng
tegulates nearly the whole of their social condition, [t éxtends to religror
on account of possexsing what they affirm v be one of the ** canine teethr
of the holy, the Ulesaed, the all pesfect Buddhu, the teacher of the thee
worlds ;” they faucy their nation the eavy of the whole eanh, "The iact
will show the hatefulness of pride in the sight of God, and the beauty of
hunulity. ‘The third tract, * Joha the Ploughman,” i tranalated l{om‘
one of the publicauons of the ** London Tract Socicty.” It selates how
he ncquired a knowledge of reading, gives an account of lur marnage,
and the manner in which Ins cluldeen conducied themselves.

My next letier will probably contain an account of some Ceylon curosi-
ties, whiclt I hope will go to England by one of the ships now at Colombo,
Copies of the Magazine will also be seat in the box.  Believe me, &e.
—U. P, Juv. Miss, Nug. M Jonx Moo,




